Florida Historical Quarterly
Volume 83
Number 2 Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume
83, Number 2

Article 1

2004

Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 83, Number 2
Florida Historical Society
membership@myfloridahistory.org

Find similar works at: https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq
University of Central Florida Libraries http://library.ucf.edu
This Full Issue is brought to you for free and open access by STARS. It has been accepted for inclusion in Florida
Historical Quarterly by an authorized editor of STARS. For more information, please contact STARS@ucf.edu.

Recommended Citation
Society, Florida Historical (2004) "Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 83, Number 2," Florida Historical
Quarterly: Vol. 83 : No. 2 , Article 1.
Available at: https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 83, Number 2

THE

HISTORICAL

QUARTERLY

P U B L I S H E D BY T H E FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

;<E~/ALs
VOLUME
Published 83
by STARS, 2004

FALL 2004

NUMBER 2

1

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 83 [2004], No. 2, Art. 1

The Florida Historical Quarterly
Published by the Florida Historical Society
Samuel Proctor, Editor Emeritus
Craig Thompson Friend, Editor
Michele Manns, Editorial Assistant
Sponsored by the University of Central Florida
Board of Editors
Robert Cassanello, University of Central Florida
James M. Denham, Florida Southern College
Elna C. Green, Florida State University
Mark I. Greenberg, University of South Florida
Sally Hadden, Florida State University
Paul E. Hoffman, Louisiana State University
Daniel S. Murphree, University of Texas, Tyler
Gregory O'Brien, University of Southern Mississippi
Irvin D.S. Winsboro, Florida Gulf Coast University

The Florida Histon'cal Quarter& (ISSN 0015-4113) is published by the Florida
Historical Society, Cocoa, in cooperation with the Department of History,
University of Central Florida, Orlando. Printed by the Sheridan Press, Hanover,
Penn. Periodical postage paid. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the
Florida Historical Society, 435 Brevard Ave., Cocoa, FL 32922.
Subscription accompanies membership in the Society. Annual membership is
$40; student membership (with proof of status) is $30; family membership in $50;
library and institution membership in $55; a contributing membership is $200 and
higher; and a corporate membership is $500 and higher. Correspondence relating
to membership and subscriptions, as well as orders for back copies of the Quarterly,
should be addressed to Dr. Lewis N. Wynne, Executive Director, Florida Historical
Society, 435 Brevard Ave., Cocoa, FL 32922; (321) 690-1971; fax: (321) 690-4388;
email: (wynne@flahistory.net).
Correspondence concerning contributions, books for review, and all editorial
matters should be addressed to Editor, Flon'da Historical Quarterly, Dept. of History,
CNH 551, Univ. of Central Florida, Orlando, FL 32816-1350; (407) 8236421; fax:
(407) 823-3184; email: (flhisqtr@mail.ucf.edu). Manuscripts should be submitted
in triplicate. Guidelines for preparing manuscripts are available at (http://pegasus.cc.ucf.edu/-flhisqtr/quarterly.html). The Quarterly is a member of the
Conference of Historical Journals. The Florida Historical Society and the editor of
the FZon'da Historical Quarterly disclaim responsibility for statements whether of fact
or opinion made by contributors.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1

2

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 83, Number 2

THE

FLORIDA

Fall 2004

H I S T O R I C A L Q U A R T E R L Y Vol.83,No. 2
Senator Claude D. Pepper:
Advocate of Aid to the Allies, 1939-1941
Joan E. Denman
The Catholic Church, Martin Luther King Jr.,
and the March in St. Augustine
Charles R. Gallagher
The Koreshan Communitarians' Papers and
Publications in Estero, 18941963
Irvin D.S. Winsboro
Book Reviews
History News
RECElVEO
UCF LIBRARY
P--

--

!JAN 0 5 2005
SERIALS

Cover Illustration: Operating a press in the Koreshan printing plant.
Courtesy of Koreshan State Historic Site, Estero, Fla.

Copyright 2004 by the Florida Historical Society, Melbourne, Fla.
Published by STARS, 2004

3

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 83 [2004], No. 2, Art. 1

Book Reviews
Hann, Zndium of C
d a d South Z%widu, 1513-1763,
by Alexa Barraclough Crosby . . . . . . . . . .

191

Sinclair, Zlre Land thut Neuer Ware Sir GmgmM&gor
and the Most Audaeiow Fmud in History, by
Charles W. Arnade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

193

Barnes, Native American Power in the United States,
1783-1795, by Christina Snyder . . . . . . . . .

195

Nelson, Zntffprete*swith La& and Clark: rl)le Sto*y of
Sacagawea and Towsaint Charbonneau, by James
J. Holmberg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

197

Cusick, The Other War of 1812: llre Patriot War and the
American Zwa&m of Spanish Eost Florida, by
Jeanne T. Heidler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

199

Miller, Coacoochee's Bones: A Seminole Saga, by Andrew
K Frank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

202

Perdue, "Mixed Blood" Indium: Roeinl C
the Early South, by Davidk Sicko

.......

204

Knetsch, Iclmida's Seminole Wars, 1817-1858, by Samuel
Watson.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

206

Schafer, Anna Madgigne Jai Kingsky; W
n isincess,
F b d h Shve, Plantation Slaveowner, by Andrew
McMichael . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

208

Brown and Brown, Family Records of the &can
American PMfieers of Tampa and H i U F b m
County, by Lany Eugene Rivers . . . . . . . . .

210

de la Cova, Cuban Confederate Colonel: The Lqe of
Ambrosio Jose Gonxales, by Robert A.
Taylor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

212

Campbell, When Sherman Mamhed Notth jhnn the Sea:
R e d m on the Confederate Home F-,
by
James S. Baugess . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

214

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1

m in

4

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 83, Number 2

Kirsch, Baseball in Blue & Gray: l
k National Pastinte
during tfie Civil War, by Joseph Arbena . . . .

216

Ingalls and P k , Tampa Cigar WwRers: A l%tmid
Histay, by Thomas Castillo . . . . . . . . . . .
McAvqy, Sugur B a r n Manuel Riondn and the Fortunes
of f%Castm Cuba, by Matt D. Childs . . . . .
McIver, Death in the Evergkrdes: l%e Mu&
of Guy
Bradley,
Amm'ca's
Fht
M a w
to
Emhmmdkdism, by David McCally . . .
Leonard, Baptist Wqs:A History, by Keith Harper

...

Bacevich, Ammencan Empire: The Realities and
Consequences of U.S. Diplo-,
by Charles
Crosby . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Appleton and Boswell, eds., Searching for Thir P k s :
Wotnen in i k South across Four Centuries, by
Sarah Hart Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Ray, ed., Soutlrent Heritage on L%play: Public RiW and
Ethnic DivmiEy within sou^ Regwndlirm, by
Craig Steven Pascoe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

RECElVEO
UCF LIBRARY

TAN0 5 2005
SERIALS

Published by STARS, 2004

5

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 83 [2004], No. 2, Art. 1

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1

6

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 83, Number 2

Senator Claude D. Pepper:
Advocate of Aid to the Allies, 1939-1941
by Joan E. Denman
s a junior United States Senator from Florida during
1939-1941, Claude Denson Pepper was one of the most
ocal advocates of conscription and aid to France and
Britain. Having seen Adolph Hitler's influence and popularity firsthand in 1938, he realized the threat that Nazi Germany presented
to the European continent, Great Britain, and possibly the United
States. Throughout 1939 and 1940, he spoke of the need for preparedness and became increasingly outspoken as the conflict in
Europe intensified. With the help of presidential advisor Benjamin
V. Cohen, he drafted two Senate bills for aid to the Allies in May
1940. Although they failed, both resolutions heightened debate
and support for aid, later resulting in the Lend-Lease Act of early
1941. Pepper's aggressiveness in promoting his beliefs brought
public attention to interventionist ideas and conscription. When,
in August 1940, the Congress of American Mothers, a coalition of
right-wing women, hanged him in effigy, Pepper's climb into the
national spotlight was complete.
Although Pepper was not the only promoter of aid to the
Allies, he was one of the more outspoken. Except for a chapter in
a little known book published in 1946, studies written since the war

f%

Joan E. Denman is Senior Archivist at the Institute on World War 11 & the Human
Experience in Tallahassee, Fla. She thanks William Oldson, ValerieJean Conner,
and Robin Sellers for their generous comments on earlier versions of this essay.
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years have usually downplayed or simply ignored his efforts.' This
essay attempts to correct that record.
A lawyer and former Florida legislator when he filled the unexpired term of Senator Duncan U. Fletcher after Fletcher's death in
1936, Pepper quickly gained notice.* Defylng tradition by speaking on the Senate floor as a freshman in mid-1937, the new senator caught the attention of his colleagues and the media with
vigorous advocacy of liberalism and support of President Franklin
D. Roosevelt. Described as "a stocky, black-haired young man
whose earnest, grey-eyed face [was] disfigured by pockmarks,"
Pepper's support of reforrn measures came at a time when economic recovery in the United States had stalled. Insufficient
improvement from New Deal measures, nationwide unemployment at about ten million, dissatisfaction with F.D.R.'s failed
attempt to restructure or "pack" the Supreme Court, and strong
Impressed with Pepper, the presisolationist sentiment pre~ailed.~
ident backed this New Deal supporter's candidacy for a full term
in 1938.' Time magazine, covering the senatorial race between
Pepper, former Florida Governor David Sholtz, and
Representative James Mark Wilcox, quoted the president's son,
James Roosevelt: "'It is our sincere hope' that Pepper [will be]
reelected." The Miami Herald likewise quoted the younger
1.

2.

3.
4.

Francis P. Locke, "Claude D. Pepper: Champion of the Belligerent
Democracy," in Public Men In and Out of Ofice, ed. J.T. Salter (Chapel Hill,
N.C., 1946), 257-75; Wayne Cole, Roosmelt and the Isolationists (Lincoln, Neb.,
1983); Warren E. Kimball, T;hc Most Unsordid Act: Lend-Lease, 19391941
(Baltimore, Md., 1969); Robert A. Divine, Reluctant Belligerent: American Entry
Into W d War 11 (New York, 1979); Commander William H. Langenberg,
"Destroyers for Naval Bases: Highlights of an Unprecedented Trade," Naval
War CoUege Reuieu 22 (May 1970): 80-92; William L. Langer and S. Everett
Gleason, Undeclured War: 1940-1941 (New York, 1953);Justus D. Doenecke,
Storm on the Horium: The Challenge to American Intervention, 19391941 (Lanham,
Md., 2000).
Claude Pepper, Eyewitness to a Century (San Diego, 1987);Alexander Rudolph
Stoesen, "The Senatorial Career of Claude D. Pepper" (Ph.D. diss., University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1964), 390; Ric Kabat, "From New Deal to
Red Scare: The Political Odyssey of Senator Claude D. Pepper" (Ph.D. diss.,
Florida State University, 1995). While extensive, these two dissertations only
cover Pepper's senatorial years.
Stoesen, "Senatorial Career of Claude Pepper," 65, 68; Time, 2 May 1938, 10.
Pepper, Eyewitness to a Century, 59. In his memoirs, the senator recalled a 23
February 1937 meeting in which F.D.R promised help in his 1938 election
and with the cross-Florida ship canal in exchange for Pepper's support of the
president's court-packing proposal. Although ultimately Pepper voted against
the court plan, he did receive help on the election and the Florida canal. For
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Roosevelt about Pepper having "been loyal to the Administration."
In fact, Time magazine featured the senator on its 8 May 1938 cover
as "a Florida fighting-cock [who] will be a White House weathervane." In a shorter follow-up article, Time announced Pepper's victory, noting that his election along with other those of other
~
Democrats indicated Roosevelt's popularity was r i ~ i n g .Returning
to Washington, Pepper turned his attention to the developing crisis abroad.
The 1930s witnessed increasing aggressiveness as Japan invaded Manchuria in 1931, fascist Italy dominated Ethiopia by 1935,
and fascists won the Civil War in Spain. In Germany, Adolph
Hitler gained control in 1933 as Fuhrer, and his escalating power
and significant popularity became evident. Having rebuilt his
country's army and air force in violation of the surrender terms of
the Versailles Treaty of 1919, he remilitarized the Rhineland in
1936, an additional violation. In March 1938, he annexed Austria,
and in early fall, he threatened reclamation of other lands lost following Germany's defeat in World War I. Preferring appeasement,
Britain, France, and other European nations watched uneasily the
increasing strength of Germany, while most Americans were either
unwomed or oblivious.
Mindful of Germany's rearmament, Claude Pepper and his
wife Mildred visited Britain and the European continent in August
1938. As a new member of the Foreign Relations Committee, he
had the privilege of representing the Senate at the thirty-fourth
meeting of the Inter-Parliamentary Union at The Hague,
Netherlands. Before the conference, the Peppers did some sightseeing. They arrived in Britain as Hitler demanded the autonomy
of Sudeten Germans in Czechoslovakia. Concerned with
Germany's belligerence and wanting more information about
European af'fairs, Pepper consulted with various diplomats and
advisers, including U.S. Ambassador to England Joseph Kennedy,

5.

over a year, Pepper fought hard for the canal, but it was defeated in May 1939
for being extremely expensive. Attempts to resurrect it in 1940 were unsuccessEul as it would have taken too long for construction and would have diverted supplies and labor from other important defensive projects; see Alexander
R. Stoesen, "Claude Pepper and the Florida Canal Controversy," Florida
Historical Qwrterly 50 (January 1972): 235-51.
Time , 2 May 1938, 12; Stoesen, "Senatorial Career of Claude Pepper," 94;
Time, 30 May 1938, cover, 7. In Pepper, Eyewitness to a Centu~,70, Pepper
recalled attending a meeting with James Roosevelt and presidential adviser
Harry Hopkins on the issue.
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and financier and presidential advisor, Bernard Baruch. Baruch
believed that neither France nor Britain had the necessary
resources for war and that the economic situation would worsen.
Also, he felt that the president had not consulted him much but
was listening instead to Thomas Corcoran, Benjamin V. Cohen,
and others. Kennedy, was equally pessimistic about the Allies'
chances against the Nazis, preferring the existing appeasement
policy of British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlaim6
After the meeting at The Hague, the Peppers traveled to
Germany where they witnessed an obvious military buildup with
numerous soldiers, guns, and vehicles in prominent view. In
Berlin, the senator met with Hugh Wilson, U.S. Ambassador to
Germany. Although he knew of the Nuremberg Laws of 1935
against the Jews, it is unclear how much Pepper saw or learned
from Wilson about the oppression ofJews and others. Still, he stated that denial of people's rights and incarceration had "no justification." The couple accompanied the ambassador to Nuremberg,
where Pepper noted every place "literally bathed in swastika flags"
and listened as Hitler addressed a crowd of 120,000. A few days
later, he and Mildred dined within a few feet of the Fuhrer, providing the senator a close-up impression of the dictator. Additionally,
the tour of Germany afforded Pepper several meetings with various military men and industrialists who bragged about their country's growing strengths and the approaching possibility of
extensive synthetic gasoline production. Even while witnessing
this obvious military buildup, Pepper was "inclin[ed] not to agree
to [the United States] getting into so-called political disputes of
Europe." He wrote that Chamberlain was meeting Hitler and lauded the prime minister's 'brave effort to avoid war."7

6

Stoesen, "SenatorialCareer of Claude Pepper," 90; Claude D. Pepper, Personal

Diay, 16 August 1938, Series 439, Box 1, Folder 2, Claude Pepper Papers,

7.

Claude Pepper Library, Florida State University Libraries, Tallahassee. While
a law clerk to Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis, Ben Cohen had gained
notice for his legislative draftsman's capabilities. He and Tom Corcoran, an
aide to Chief Justice Holmes, became known for "resolving knotty governmental problems." By 1935, both had key roles in the Roosevelt adrninistration's New Deal; see William E. Leuchtenburg, Franklin D. RooseveZt and the
Neru Deal, 1932-40 (New York, 1963), 49; Ronald Steel, W a kLi@mann and the
American Centuy (Boston, 1980), 368-69.
PersmtalDia7y, 1,2,5,7,13,15 September 1938. In a 3 September 1938 meeting with aviation General Udit, Pepper heard a report on air superiority. He
met with industrialist Bernhard Berghaus on 4 September.
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The Peppers continued on to Rome where they conversed
with American Ambassador Wendell Phillips who believed strongly that the United States should voice opinion on the "great moral
issuew:the persecution of the Jews. Pepper agreed with Phillips
that the U.S. "should mind [it's] business and trade with everybody." Italian dictator Benito Mussolini refused the senator's
request for a meeting. When the Peppers headed for Paris on 25
September, they were met by U.S. Ambassador to France William
Bullitt who warned that Germany's intentions to overtake the
Sudetenland were imminent. They left for England that same
night.8
In London, Pepper discussed the looming prospect of war
with Ambassador Kennedy, who suggested he cable President
Roosevelt requesting ships for Americans fleeing Europe. He
observed Londoners' war preparations: ditches being dug in city
parks, civilians acquiring gas masks, children being evacuated from
the city. On 28 September, while at Parliament, he learned of the
meeting between Chamberlain, French Premier Edouard
Daladier, Hitler, and Mussolini. Without consulting the
Czechoslovakian government, the foursome signed the Munich
Agreement giving Germany the Sudetenland. Many hailed
Chamberlain as a hero for appeasing the Nazis and preventing
war.
The senator feared the agreement would not last and
described Hitler as "a remarkable man although much of a deviLwg
Meanwhile, the Peppers left for home, relieved the crisis had
passed.
A New Ymk Times article related that the liner on which the
Peppers traveled carried four hundred Jewish refugees from
Germany. In his comments to the press, Pepper neglected mentioning them, and instead appeared relieved with his own safe
arriva1.l0 In Washington, D.C., he reported to Roosevelt his

8. Ibid., 21,25,28 September 19%.
9. Ibid., 27, 28 September, 3 October 1958.
10. Nau Y& Times,9 October 19%. Pepper neglected mentioning the plight of
the Jews in his diary. Then, the following month, he offered no comment on
KristaIIwht. This seems odd that he did not mention the persecution of the
Jews more in his diary, given his contacts with variousJews in the administration and as friends. The reasons may be that he knew his diary would be read
by others who might be less sympathetic or that his comments might appear
in opposition to official administration policy.
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impressions and apprehensions. During the remainder of 1938
and throughout 1939, he traveled around the United States speaking on the threat Hitler's regime presented and the need for
defensive preparedness. l1
Roosevelt addressed Congress in January 1939, discussing
how the expansionism of Germany, Italy, and Japan threatened
American security. He suggested that 'methods short of war"
might limit aggressor tendencies and that existing U.S. neutrality
laws might "actually give aid to an aggressor and deny it to a
victim." Germany defied the Munich Agreement and invaded
the remainder of Czechoslovakia in March, a belligerent act
that alarmed Pepper and others who demanded amendment of
the Neutrality Acts to allow the purchase of American armaments
by Britain and France. The neutrality laws of the mid-1930s
had been enacted to limit trade to belligerent nations in an
effort to prevent U.S. involvement in another war. Now, Gallup
polls showed that two-thirds of the public favored Britain and
France purchasing food and war materials. Still, Congress, and
the Senate in particular, preferred isolationism and noninvolvement.12
Tension in Europe increased when Germany signed a nonaggression agreement with the Soviet Union in late August 1939.
The Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact allowed a German invasion of
Poland without fear of Russian retaliation; in exchange, the
Soviets received a partition of Polish land. The action stunned
Allied countries who had hoped Russia's strength would deter
Nazi encroachment. Under the terms of the 193'7 Anglo-Polish
treaty, England and France were obligated to defend Poland in
the event of attack, the likelihood of which was becoming
more apparent. Pepper, in the hospital recovering from
surgery, noted on 30 August that "war suspense has nearly numbed
eveVone."l3
On 1 September 1939, the Germans stormed Poland in a
blitzkrieg or "lightning war." England and France declared war

11. Personul Diary, 12 October 1938; Claude Pepper to Graham Bickley, 9
December 1938, Series 431A, Box 2, Folder 38, Claude Pepper Papers.
12. David L. Porter, T h SAIm&Sixth Crmgress and World War I1 (Columbia, Mo.,
1979), 21, 33.
13. Personal DMry, 30 August 1939, Series 439, Box 1, Folder 3, Claude Pepper
Papers.
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against Germany two days later. By the end of the month Poland
surrendered.
Reaction in the United States varied. Isolationists maintained their non-involvement stance, and communists and
conservatives agreed. Pepper found himself among the 50
percent of the American public who in early September
approved changing the neutrality laws and allowing the
purchase of war materials by Britain and France. In southern
states, including Florida, there was less opposition to aiding
European Allies: over 90 percent of the southern white
population was of Anglo-Saxon descent. As one historian
claimed, "Bundles to Britain was more than a generous
gesture." On 15 September, the senator discussed "cash and
carry," a method whereby Britain would pay for armaments
and transport goods on its ships, avoiding the use of American
shipping. He believed this would not only assist the Allies
and keep Americans out of the war but also boost commerce in
the states.14
As tensions heightened, President Roosevelt called a special
session of Congress on 21 September to discuss the war situation.
Less than a week later, Pepper defined his own stance: he was not
an isolationist if by being so meant uncaring and disinterested
while "bloody Hitlerism baptizes the earth. . . . I say, ifAmerica
does not sell her goods, the carnage of war will spread." Hoping
to push forward a new neutrality bill, he met separately with
Foreign Relations Committee members, presidential advisor
Benjamin V. Cohen, and Clark Eichelberger, director of the
American Union for Concerted Peace Efforts. After working with
newspaper publisher Charles E. Marsh, the senator submitted a

14. Divine, Reluctant BeUigwent, 290; Marian D. Irish, "Foreign Policy and the
South," Journal of Politics 10 (May 1948): 311; Pmonal &a?, 15 September
1939. See Hadley Cantril, ed., Public Optnion 1935-1946 (Princeton, N.J.,
1951), 970-73 for polls taken during 1940. Other factors suggested for the
South's support of aid include its high quota of military schools and its strong
backing for the Democratic Party. Although foreign exports of agricultural
products decreased after the war began, federal money increased in 1940 and
throughout the war years for defense plants, shipbuilding,and military bases.
One author proposes that religious fundamentalists saw the coming battle as
between good and evil and therefore supported aid and eventually intervention; Wayne S. Cole, "America First and the South, 1940-41," Journal of
Southern Histmy 22 (Februaly 1956): 36-47; Alexander DeConde, "The South
and Isolationism,"Jrnnutl of h t h History, 24 (August 1958): 332-46.
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statement on the crisis for Universal Newsreel on 1 October
1939.15
Throughout the month, Pepper kept busy with speeches soliciting support for the new neutrality bill being debated in the
Senate. Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee Senator
Key Pittman of Nevada had introduced a bill favoring two major
changes to existing law. One removed the arms embargo, placing
all commerce on a "cash-andcarry" basis and eliminating the distinction between munitions and non-war materials. The second
change authorized presidential closure of certain combat zones to
American ships and citizens, thereby lessening the chances of
provocative incidents. Some senators, like Pepper, favored d i s
carding the arms embargo, arguing that national defense would be
served by aiding other countries. Intense isolationists, like
Senators William E. Borah of Idaho and Henry Cabot Lodge Jr. of
Massachusetts, supported non-involvement in European affairs
and the ban on munition sales to warring nations. Pepper
deplored those members of Congress who wanted "to wait and
wish" the United States could avoid involvement.16 Agreement on
revisions, however, was not reached until November, just before
the Russians attacked Finland.
The Soviet Union's assault aroused Americans, who declared
their sympathy with the Finns by 88 percent. Although favoring
economic assistance, the public split over the issue of sending
armaments. As 1940 opened, Pepper continued making speeches
on neutrality and the necessity of preparedness. In a 14January

15. Speech, 26 September 1939, Series 203B, Box 10, Folder 9, Claude Pepper
,
September 1939. Tom Corcoran, Benjamin V.
Papers; Personal D i a ~21-26
Cohen, and Charles E. Marsh served as frequent advisors to the senator.
Corcoran knew Pepper from their years at Harvard Law School, and with
F.D.R.'s backing, he raised money for Pepper's 1938 Senate race. Pepper
referred to Corcoran as 'Tommy the Cork." Marsh owned numerous Texas
and Florida newspapers, including the Orlando M m i n g Sentinel, and the senator used his help occasionally in making newsworthy statements and speeches; see Pepper, Eymit~s to a Centuty, 27, 118; Charles Marsh to Claude D.
Pepper, 25 September 1939, Series 431A, Box 4, Folder 6, Claude Pepper
Papers.
16. Claude Pepper, "Neutrality," speech presented to the American Forum of the
Air, Mutual Broadcast System, 15 October 1939, Series 203B, Box 1, Folder
13, Claude Pepper Papers; PersonalDiaty, 10,15,18 September,8,15 October
1939; Robert A. Divine, IUmion of Neutrality (Chicago, 1962), 312-18; Claude
Pepper to the Honorable John W. Cabot, U.S. Legation in Guatemala, 8
October 1939, Series 4314 Box 3, Folder 3, Claude Pepper Papers.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1

14

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 83, Number 2

speech to the American Jewish Congress, he referred to the "mass
murder and mass robbery of millions," and how slaughter and ransacking affected every nation. Although the public supported the
president in carrying out the country's duty as a world citizen, the
United States refused involvement in Europe's "petty" quarrels.17
In April 1940, as they were interning Jews in Germany and
Poland, the Germans invaded Denmark and Norway. They swept
into Holland, Luxembourg, and Belgium in early May. Extensive
newspaper coverage in the United States alarmed Pepper, and on
10 May he wrote of the necessity of speaking out more frequently,
exclaiming that "we need a Cato to rise every day!" Although
Roosevelt addressed Congress on 16 May, Pepper feared the
nation's inaction would prove harmful and eveqone would regret
their wishful thinking and unpreparedness. On 20 May 1940, he
met with Charles Marsh to work on a senate speech. During the
meeting, Ben Cohen called, inquiring about Pepper's "informal"
comments to reporters about how the U.S. could send planes to
Britain. Cohen then encouraged Pepper to introduce "a resolution authorizing the sale of airplanes belonging to our armed
forces to the Allies without imperilling [sic] our national defense,
to be replaced by new craft being built for such powers, if [the]
President thought necessary. Such a gesture would raise British
and French and Allied morale and maybe hold Mussolini out of
the war for the time being due to his fear we [are] about to get
in."18
Seeking presidential approval, on 21 May, Senator Pepper
called Marguerite "Missy* LeHand, F.D.R.'s personal secretary,
and read his resolution, saying he would enter it at noon unless
Roosevelt called. Receiving no response, he introduced Senate

17. Porter, Seoen+ixth Congress and World War II, 192; Claude Pepper, "The
European Non-Intervention Issue," speech presented to the American Jewish
Congress at the Astor Hotel in New York, 14 January 1940, Series 203B,
BoxlA, Folder 1, Claude Pepper Papers. During the previous May and June
(1939), Pepper did not make public comments regarding the tragedy of the
S.S. St. Louis. The 937Jewish refugees the ship was carryingwere denied entry
to Havana, Cuba, although they had been promised visas by Cuba. The U.S.
government refused involvement, and eventually the ship and its refugees
were forced to return to Europe; see Barry J. Konovitch, "The F i e t h
Anniversary of the St, Louk What Really Happened," A&an
Jewish Histmy
79 (winter 19841990): 209209.
18. PersondDiay, 10,16,20 May 1940, Series 439, Box 1, Folder 4, Claude Pepper
Papers; Pepper, E y a u i t w to a Century, 96.
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Joint Resolution 259, "authorizing conditional sales of aircraft by
the President of the United States" and referred it to the Foreign
Relations Committee. Just told of the capture of the Ninth French
Army and the town of Abbeville, which placed German troops
within fifteen miles of the English Channel, Pepper appealed to
his fellow senators "that the next few hours" were critical. "The
best way to assure our national defense" is by stopping Hitler, he
declared; "The war must be kept over there."lg
During Foreign Relation Committee hearings the following
day, Pepper debated in "sharp colloquy" with Senator Hiram
Johnson of California, but received no support and saw his resolution tabled. Undeterred, two days later, he took the Senate floor
and lambasted critics who claimed the resolution would violate
international law. "Can Hitler, who has raped every sentiment of
civilization, claim the benefit of international law?" he queried his
peers. Maintaining that Hitler's actions "trampled under ruthless
feet" all international laws, he proclaimed the appeasement policies of British Prime Minister Chamberlain failures and warned
that Hitler's designs on world domination were being realized.
"Not a nation which has come within the reach of his ravenous
appetite has been spared," he declared. To those who claimed no
money could be lent under the existing Johnson Act to any ally
who had not repaid war debts from World War I, Pepper wondered
"at whom the finger of absolute justice is going to point when it
writes in blood the responsibility for the death and suffering that
is going on today in the world." If Hitler were stopped, that "braggadocio and purchaseable" [sic] Mussolini and the "swashbuckling" Japanese would cease to be a threat. He continued, arguing
that "the battle of Armageddon wages and America is virtually a
timid spectator almost afraid to utter a manly sentiment because it
might make Hitler angry." His forceful and colorful speech
received applause from the Senate gallery and afterwards was commended by conscription supporter, Senator Edward R. Burke of
Nebraska.*O
19. Personu1 DMty, 21 May 1940; Congress, Senate, Senator Pepper of Florida
speaking for theJoint Resolution Authorizing Conditional Sales of Aircraft by
the President to Certain Foreign Governments, S.J. Res. 259,76th Cong., 3rd
sess., Congwsiol.lal Record 86, pt. 6 (21 May 1940): 6474.
20. P m a l Bury, 22, 23 May 1940; Senator Pepper of Florida speaking on the
Naval Expansion Program, 76th Cong., 3rd sess., Congressional Recmd 86, pt. 7
(3June 1940): 670910.
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Having worked with Cohen and Marsh that evening on a new
resolution, Pepper introduced Senate Joint Resolution 263 the
next morning. His brief introduction defended selling planes,
ships, and artillery equipment to the Allies as justified legal action
"short of war." His Senate peers remained focused on non-warrelated matters, however.*l Still, Pepper was hopeful; when he
spoke on NBC radio, he received numerous supportive calls and
believed "the sentiment is coming that way beyond doubt." By 27
May, he found a "mess of telephones and letters on my speech.
Little opposition. Tide coming in." He further promoted his ideas
in a newsreel statement on 28 May.P2
Pepper, however, overlooked the opposition he received from
some of the major newspapers in Florida. A 21 May editorial in
Jacksonville's FZorida Times Union pleaded for calm and for a "sane"
analysis of the situation. The editors believed that "the war of
today is but an episode in world history . . . and the time has not
yet arrived to fight." They advocated preparedness for the U.S. but
not the sending of arms to the Allies. Editors at the Miami Herald
agreed, stating that the "moment those [Neutrality] acts are
repealed we will be in the war"; and, while not mentioning the senator by name, the paper advised readers "to shut [their] ears to
propaganda." Furthermore, the editors worried that Pepper's
speeches "border[ed] on outright harangues for actual war."23
While out of favor with some constituents, chastised by some
Florida newspapers, and ignored by his Senate colleagues, Pepper
still garnered favorable notice elsewhere. In Raymond Clapper's
25 May column in the Washington DaiZy News entitled "War Trial
Balloon," the reporter painted Pepper as a favorite in administration circles who "stopped just short of calling for a declaration of

21. Senator Pepper of Florida speaking for the Joint Resolution for Aid Short of
War to Certain Foreign Governments, S.J. Res. 263, 76h Cong., 3rd sess.,
CongressionalRecord 86, pt. 6 (24 May 1940): 6769-70; Washington Daily Naus,
25 May 1940.
22. Diary, 25,27,28 May 1940. In late May, the Kiwanis Club of West Palm Beach,
Fla., sent Pepper a resolution supporting the President's defense plan; see
Claude Pepper to Gen. Edwin Watson, Secretary to the President, 28 May
1940, President's Personal File, W335, Box 5, Folder K, Franklin D. Roosevelt
Library, Hyde Park, N.Y.
23. Flmidrr Times Union (Jacksonville),21 May 1940; Miami Herald, 25 May, 4 June
1940.
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war against Germany." Clapper suggested Pepper's efforts were
based upon the belief that the American public was ahead of his
unsupportive Congressional colleagues and thought he merited
watching. Another columnist, Radford Mobley, voiced similar
observations that the senator was a mouthpiece for the president.
Apparently, Pepper was privy to some "inside" information
because he claimed that Italy planned to enter the war within ten
daysP4 Meanwhile, French and British troops retreated to
Dunkirk beaches and evacuated to Britain. Defeat of France by
Germany appeared imminent.
Continuing his campaign, Pepper met with the president on 1
June. Earlier in May, Pepper along with close presidential friend
and adviser Harry L. Hopkins and others had expressed their s u p
port for a third term for Roosevelt. Now, during his meeting with
the president, Pepper learned that FDR had not decided on his
vice-presidential selection and wanted someone knowledgeable on
the European situation. Also, Roosevelt suggested to Pepper that
he limit his Senate speeches to twenty minutes each day. Pepper
agreed that this unusual approach would be effective, but in reality he just could not limit speaking to such a brief amount of time.
The next evening, the senator consulted with Marsh, Cohen,
Senator James Byrnes of South Carolina, and well-known Herald
Tribune columnist Walter Lippmann on his resolution. In a 3June
Senate address, he quoted the New Yonk Times on the Gallup and
Princeton polls showing increased U.S. public support from 10
percent in September 1939 to a current 71 percent approval of aid
"short of war." Another poll revealed that 70 percent of
Southerners supported assisting England, even at the risk of war;
this was a higher percentage than any other region. Additionally,
Pepper claimed his office had received "several thousand letters"
from all over the country in support and phone calls from
"Colonel [Henry] Breckenridge, attorney for [aviator and popular
isolationist] Charles Lindbergh and ladies such as Mrs. Dwight

24. Washington Daily News,25 May 1940; Miami Herald, 2 June 1940. A 23 May
1940 poll confirmed Pepper's view as 65 percent supported the U.S.doing
"evewing possible to help England and France except go to war"; Cantril,
Public Opinion 1935-46,971.Also, Mobley claimed that some of Pepper's senatorial colleagues thought that "he might be recognized in 12 months as a
man bold enough to speak the truth."
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Morrow," acting president of Smith College and Lindbergh's
mother-in-law.25
On 4 June, during debate on a bill for reorganization of the
Department of Navy, Pepper reminded everyone that the $3 million needed for a pneumonia-control program appeared unavailable because of funds recently appropriated for construction of
Navy and Army bases, new ships, and a buildup in response to
Hitler's aggression. Since taxpayers could ill afford this expansion,
why not aid the Allies and keep the war over in Europe and possibly defeat the Germans instead of spending scarce funds? Quoting
from Hitler's Mein KampJ he reiterated that he was not proposing
a declaration of war. But if Britain were defeated, Canada and the
Caribbean Islands would be next. He was not only concerned
about the nation but his state of Florida because of its close proximity to the Caribbean.26 He plead with Foreign Relations
Committee members, reading from Paris news reports that the
French Air Ministry thought five hundred American pursuit planes
could stop the looming German offensive against Paris. Yet, the
committee killed SenateJoint Resolution 263 in a vote of 19 to 2,
with only SenatorJoseph Guffey of Pennsylvania joining pepper.*'
After the defeat, Pepper chastised opponents by name in a
lengthy tirade on the Senate floor, before going to the White
House to meet with Harry Hopkins and British Foreign Service
25. Evening Star (Washington, D.C.) , 2 June 1940; Personal Dialy, 12, 13 May, 1, 2
June 1940; Steel, WalterLippmann, 389; Senator Pepper of Florida speaking on
the Naval Expansion Program, 76th Cong., 3rd sess., Congressional Record, 86,
pt. 7 (3June 1940): 7365; Cantril, Public Opinion 1935-1946,973. In his diary,
Pepper noted that he called Gallup to ask if they would conduct a poll regarding his resolution; Personal Diary, 31 May 1940.
26. Senator Pepper of Florida speaking on the Reorganization of the Navy
Department, 76th Cong., 3rd sess., Congressional Recmd 86, pt. 7 (4June 1940):
745S57. Floridians varied in their opinions of Pepper. In a 7 June 1940 letter to the Miami Herald, George Holland of Orlando claimed that people listening to Pepper in a news reel thought "the man hard] gone insane." One
writer referred to the senator as "that animated phonograph record in
Washington,"while another applauded his foresight; see T . k Weaver of Vero
Beach to the Miami HeraM Bill Booth of Miami Beach to the Miami Hep-ald,
both 12June 1940.
27. Senator Pepper of Florida speaking on the Army Promotion SystemConference Report, 76th Cong., 3rd sess., Congressional Record 86, pt. 7 (4June
1940): 7578; Evening Star, 5 June 1940. According to one historian, Pepper
admitted in an 6 March 1967 interview that he had been asked by the Senate
leadership not to press for a vote since a negative return would be seen as a
rejection of F.D.R; see Warren Kimball, The Most Urnordid Act, 46-47.
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officer Noel Coward. He urged Coward to encourage Prime
Minister Winston Churchill (who had assumed office when
Chamberlain stepped down 10 May 1940) to appeal directly to the
United States for aid, believing a direct plea would be favorably
received. During a June 6th debate on hastening the strengthening of America's defenses, Pepper offered concurrent Resolution
49 which called upon the president to "use the full authority which
he now has under existing laws to sell or transfer airplanes and
other war material" not presently needed by the United States.
After three hours on the Senate floor, Pepper discovered that
F.D.R. had agreed to what the resolution proposed, and extremely pleased, the senator proclaimed "sentiment how I have won.
Thousands of telegrams and letters . . . this fight has been thrilling.
An idea is a tremendous power."28
During these early days in June, Roosevelt exchanged messages with Mussolini advocating non-involvement in Germany's
battle with France. The president did not divulge his communications, but comments by Pepper were presumed to be a reflection
of F.D.R.'s position. On 5 June, the New York Times announced
that the senator was certain the president had made clear the consequences of Italian involvement, and if Mussolini declared war
"he [would] feel the sting of America's lash upon his body, and he
[would] crawl like a scourged slave to an ignoble dungeon and
spend eternity in penance for what he has done. . . .""
Pepper's threats notwithstanding, Italy declared war on Britain
and France on 10June 1940, proving correct Clapper's remarks on
Pepper's information. The senator heard that Paris had fallen on
14June. Heartsick, he noted "the tragedy of the democratic world.
Unthinkable [that] we should have thrown away the prizes of the
world. . . . 0 beautiful gay Paris-you [are] dead! When will you
ever be resurrected?" Although deeply depressed and resentful of

28. Senator Pepper of Florida speaking on the Army Promotion SystemConference Report, 7568; Personal Dkq,5, 6 June 1940; Senator Pepper of
Florida speaking for the Concurrent Resolution, S. Con. Res. 49, 76th Cong.,
3rd sess., Gmpsional Record 86, pt. 6 (6 June1940): 7649-50; Evening Star, 6
June 1940. Unbeknownst to Pepper, Churchill had done just that on 15 May;
see Cole, Roos~~eIt
and the Isolationists, 371.
29 . Neu York T i m , 5 June 1940.
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"those who had given away our old world-squandered it," Pepper,
with Marsh's help, formulated a seven-point plan that he introduced on 17June. In his remarks, he recalled when he and Mrs.
Pepper had sat near Hitler in September 1938, and if he had seen
"a man inconsiderate of all sentiment which stood in the way of the
realization of his purpose," it was the Fuhrer. Pepper advocated giving the president far-reachingwartime power for the preparedness
and defense of the country. His plan called for compulsory universal conscription and suspension of "all rules, regulations, and
statutes, including Army, Navy, and departmental seniority regulations which in [the president's] judgment interfere[d] with the
maximum speed in the production, transportation, or manufacture of defense materials." This included the power to suspend
the National Labor Relations Act and any other labor laws that
might hinder fast production. The current debt limitation could
be lifted, and materials and credit be given to the Allies.
Continuing, the senator advocated that the president and
Congress establish a budget and tax program sufficient to the
country's defense. The final point allowed for the arrest of aliens
who might jeopardize the defense of A ~ n e r i c a . ~ ~
Pepper conceded that some senators might contend he was
"stirring up the people" needlessly, but he claimed a recent speech
in Chicago proved differently. The Chicago Tribune, a strongly isolationist newspaper in a non-interventionist region, had warned
Pepper not to come to Chicago with his
However, thirty thousand people attended his speech and
applauded his remarks. The American people were ahead of
Congress, and the senator wrote in his diary that "the people are
speaking. I know I am right." The day after the introduction of
the seven-point plan, Roosevelt announced a proposal for "universal training for the youth of the Nation," and the senator noted

30. Ibid., 15, 18 June 1940; P m a l Diaq, 15, 17 June 1940; Senator Pepper of
Florida speaking on the Revenue Bill of 1940 and the House Resolution to
Provide for the Expenses of National Preparedness, H. Res. 10039, 76th
Cong., 3rd sess., Congnssirmal Roconf 86, pt. 8 (17June 1940): 838'7-90.
31. Senator Pepper of Florida speaking on the Revenue Bill of 1940 and the
House Resolution to Provide for the Expenses of National Preparedness,
8390. Robert McOorrnick's newspaper was noted for its anti-British and antiRussian stances, and for continually defaming F.D.R.; see Glen Jeansonne,
Women of thd Far-Right The Wonren's Movement and Wonld War 11 (Chicago,
1996), 87.
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this plan followed "my second point of yesterday. I had had no
consultation with him in any way but knew what had to come."3e
Others in Congress agreed that a conscription plan was necessary, since the strength of the U.S. Army and National Guard was
just slightly over 500,000 troops. On 20June 1940,Senator Edward
R. Burke of Nebraska introduced the first bill for a peacetime
draft; the next day, Representative James W. Wadsworth of New
York followed with one in the House. The Burke-Wadsworth resolution provided for conscription of men, ages twenty-one to thirtyfive. The bill, however, faced intense opposition from various
groups, including the American Civil Liberties Union, the War
Resisters League, the American Friends War Problems Committee,
the Fellowship of Reconciliation, Keep America Out of War
Congress and its Youth Committee Against War, the National
Council for the Prevention of War, and the Women's International
League for Peace and Freedom.33
Various newspapers in Florida openly disagreed with Pepper's
assessment of the war situation and America's potential role. The
senator discussed his defense plan over national radio on 23June
and spoke at events in Miami during the Fourth of July holiday.
Although pleased with the news coverage, he also recognized critical editorials and coverage. Henry Cavendish, writing for the
Miami Herald, contended that Pepper's speech was militant,
despite the applause that it warranted. The senator had pointed
out that the Atlantic Ocean no longer protected America from
attacks coming from Europe, and that the Japanese fleet was
32. Senator Pepper of Florida speaking on the Revenue Bill of 1940 and the
House Resolution to Provide for the Expenses of National Preparedness,
8390; Persunal Day, 17, 18June 1940; Evening Star, 19June 1940. In an article entitled "Idaho Veterans Offer Four for Senator Pepper," the American
Legion post in Bonneville, Idaho, telegraphed the Tallahassee Democrat and
offered to "swap the lot, two Senators and two Representatives for Senator
Claude Pepper. Bartered goods not returnable." This was in response to the
Chelan (Wash.) Lions Club's offer to trade one senator and two "assorted
Congressmen" for Pepper the previous week; see Evning Star 17, 19 June
1940.
33. Porter, SGllmlyskth Gmpss, 128-33; Carry Clifford and Samuel Spenser, First
Peucetime Drap (Lawrence, Kans., 1986), 126-35, 175. The America First
Committee was not fwmally established until after passage of the conscrip
tion bill in September. Chapters of America First were nearly nonexistent in
the South, and membership in the three state chapters of Lakeland, Miami,
and Sarasota were comprised primarily of vacationing northerners; see
Clifford and Spense, First Pewtime Dm& 137; Cde, "America First and the
South," 37,38.
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expanding too. Describing Hitler as "vicious, detestable and odious," Pepper had continued his warning by noting the 'Nazi
Hitlerian penetration into South American and reports of Nazi
activities locally in Dade County: "I've [heard of] stories that have
almost made my hair stand up . . . stories of midnight meetings . .
. of unveiling of pictures of Hitler." Another journalist thought
that the senator with his "fluent and endless" talking was a "bush
White House hunter," someone who unofficially sounded out p u b
lic opinion.34
After the Independence Day festivities, Pepper, as chairman of
the Florida delegation, traveled on to the Democratic Convention
in Chicago where Roosevelt was nominated for an unprecedented
third term. There, Pepper became involved in a heated argument
with Senator Wheeler over the proposed foreign policy plank calling for strict neutrality. When Pepper phoned the president,
F.D.R. insisted he would refuse the party's nomination if non-interventionists were successful. Working with Harry Hopkins, Senator
James Byrnes, and other Roosevelt supporters, Pepper compromised with Wheeler's group, adding a clause "except in case of
attack."35 Roosevelt and Harry Wallace accepted the party's nominations.
While the Democrats quibbled in Chicago, the war in Europe
continued. German bombs pounded airfields and ports in southern England while U-boats, now operating out of French ports,
sank 290,000 tons of British shipping in one month alone. Pepper
recognized the apathy of Congress and many Americans to the
possibility of Germany's readiness to attack Britain. Back in
Washington, the senator attacked popular aviator Charles
Lindbergh for justifying German aggression and recommending
U.S. appeasement of Hitler. His remarks calling Lindbergh the
"chief of the Fifth Column" received national attention. A week
later, the N m York Times and Washington Times-Herald featured the
column of news reporter Fulton Lewis, who claimed that Pepper
advocated F.D.R. as a dictator. During conversation at the
34. Claude Pepper, "A Discussion of the Seven Point Program of Defense
Presented to Congress on June 17, 1940," speech presented on the Red
Network of the National Broadcasting Company, 23 June 1940, Series 203B,
Box 11, Folder 32, Claude Pepper Papers; Pnsonal DM?, 5 July 1940; Miami
Herald, 5 July 1940; Paul Mallon, "Pepper Said F.D.R Stalking Horse," Miami
Daily News, 5 July 1940.
35. Miami Hercrld, 'IJuly 1940;Baq, 16JUlIy 1940; New York Times, 18July 1940.
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Democratic convention the previous month, Pepper had replied
to Wheeler's question regarding the war powers of the president,
supposedly stating support of a "temporary dictatorship." Now, in
response to Lewis's column and current remarks by Wheeler on
the Senate floor, Pepper denied making such a comment but
explained if Congress deemed the present situation as "imminent
to war," then it should confer full wartime powers to the president.
He continued by stating that, while he opposed a declaration of
war, he strongly supported aid to Britain. During further debate,
Wheeler claimed Pepper was on the 'inside" and that, if the White
House was not dictating his moves, it was certainly following his
suggestions. Pepper denied being an insider, but the next day, he
visited F.D.R. concerning sending destroyers to Britain and suggested that the president support a "two month volunteer period
re[garding the] draft bill at time of [the] destroyer matter so as to
emphasize that what is done to stop Hitler over there directly
serves us over here. . . . "36
Opposition to conscription and aid to the Allies was heating
up. A coalition of a few hundred right-wing women calling themselves the Congress of American Mothers gathered at the Capitol
in protest. One of the leaders, Rosa M. Farber, claimed that the
women represented ten thousand mothers from fifteen states. As
vice-president of Detroit's Mothers of the U.S.A., Farber was one of
thousands of women who protested against the draft and U.S.
involvement in European affairs. Mostly middle-class, middleaged, and Christian, these women were isolationists, possibly
because many had draft-age sons.37 Some were influenced by
radio priest Father Charles E. Coughlin and embraced anti-

36. Neu Ymk Times, 6,15 August 1940; Pmonal DMry, 15July, 4, 15 August 1940;
Senator Pepper of Florida speaking on the Senate Resolution on the Selective
Compulsory Military Service, S. Res. 4164,76th Cong., 3rd sess., Congressional
Record 86, pt. 9 (14 August 1940): 10318-22. According to one historian,
Pepper and Senator Scott Lucas of Illinois were asked by the White House to
denounce Lindbergh; see Cole, Roos~oeZtand the Isolationists, 460.
37. Washington Post, 21 August 1940, Statement of Mrs. Rosa M.Farber on S. 4164,
"Compulsory Military Training and Service," Committee on Military Affairs,
U.S. Senate, 76th Cong., 3rd sess. (Washington, D.C., 1940), 284; Laura M.
McEnaney, "Defending the Family Altar: Gender, Race and Family Politics in
the America First Movement, 1940-1945" (M.A. thesis, University of
Wisconsin, 1990), 66 n 3. In Women of thc Far Raglit, Jeansonne claimed that
the leaders were upper middleclass and mostly collegeeducated (2).
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Semitism. The women who came to Washington in the summer of
1940 were from groups such as the Silver Star Mothers of America
(Baltimore), the Mothers of Pennsylvania, the Roll Call of
American Women (Chicago),and the Paul Revere Sentinels (New
York City).%
Mary Decker, founder of the Detroit group, believed that
Hitler was not a threat as long as America had sufficient defense.
Besides, the war buildup had been planned long ago. "The plans
were made many years before Hitler came into power," she
claimed; "Representative Shafer of Michigan calls it the industrial
mobilization plan. The administration is behind it. Why, it even
started before the World War, to have one world government."
When she was told Roosevelt had not been in office then, she
replied, "Well, the advisors to this administration. The advisors
never change."39
Besides teswng, Farber along with Mary Decker led a 'death
watch" against the president's "politico-feudalistic system of compulsory training in peace time." Group members clothed in black
mourning veils sat in the Senate lobby for a week, while other
women disrupted speeches by Pepper and some interventionist
Gold Star Mothers. The vigil drew nationwide attention, and
Father Coughlin lauded it in his monthly SocialJwtice. In a newspaper interview with the "mourners," the women expressed fears
of a "one-world government" and conscription as "just
Communism in the guise of national defense." Some were unclear
on their facts, revealingly stating that "Conscription is against a section of the Constitution." When asked which section, Katherine
Sutter, president of the Flint, Michigan, chapter of Mothers of the
United States of America, replied, "'Well, anyway I know it's
unconstitutional. I think I heard Mrs. What's-her-name say it was

38. Jeansonne, Women of the Far Rtght, 33, 110; "Veiled Women Discuss Their
Capital 'Death Watch,'" Sunday Star, 25 August 1940. Right-wing anti-war
movements are exceptional in America, and the numbers of women as members and leaders were unparalleled. The movement started in California
upon declaration of war in September 1939, with the establishment of the
National Legion of Mothers of America. It grew to consist of fifty to one hundred independent groups on the West and East Coasts and in the Midwest.
The lack of surviving membenhip lists makes definitive numbers impossible,
but one historian estimated participation between five and six million
women; see Jeansonne, Women of the Far Rrght, 1.
39. "Veiled Women Discuss Their Capital 'Death Watch.'"
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the first section."" Also, these women were careful in *liating
with other groups, not wanting to be confused with pacifists. The
mothers became bolder.
Equating their displeasure with conscription with their dislike
of the senator, the Congress of American Mothers on 21 August
hung "Claude Benedict Arnold Peppern in effigy from a Capitol
Hill maple tree while Pepper sat on the Senate floor. When police
forced the group of more than one hundred women to cut down
the coconut and papier-m2chi dummy, they dragged it around the
Capitol, kicking and stomping on it. Afterwards they demanded
an audience with Pepper who briefly met with them and diplomatically replied that he was "trying to avert war, not come into it,
by training boys so in case of war they would be able to defend not
only this country, but themselves." Later, he penned in his diary
that the "militant, fascist" women had been denouncing him all
week and "maybe I have arrived as a prominent citizen now.""
A few days later, on the nationally broadcast radio program
American F m m of the Air, Pepper and attorney Colonel Henry
Breckenridge hotly debated Senators Gerald P. Nye of North
Dakota and John A. Danaher of Connecticut on the subject of
sending destroyers to England. Reaction to this debate along with
publicity about the effigy garnered Pepper considerable mail,
telegrams, and telephone calls. One woman who previously
approved of sending destroyers to Britain changed her mind after
the intense radio broadcast, accusing the senator of being a "warmonger" and saying she "wouldn't send over a leaky canoe." She
continued by claiming conscription was an "insult to all mothers.
40. Clifford and Spenser, First Peacetime Draft, 175; Jacksonville Journal, 2
September 1940; Jeansonne, Wonsen of the Far lbght, 34; "Veiled Women
Discuss Their 'Death Watch.'" Families who had lost a member in a war could
hang a gold star in their window signifjing that loss. Some of these mothers
supported intervention while others opposed intervention and war.
41. "Veiled Women Discuss Their 'Death Watch'"; Miami Herald, 22 August 1940;
Washington Post, 22 August 1940; Personal Diary, 21 August 1940. According to
an interview with the women, the idea of the effigy "sprang forth" the previous morning and was completed within three hours at a cost of $4.49; see
"Veiled Women Discuss Their 'Death Watch.'" Pepper had a meeting on 22
August with Paul Richmond who reported that the women were being advised
by Charles Leach, a close associate to Father Coughlin, along with other antiSemites and pro-Nazis known to the FBI; see Oscar Johnson to Claude
Pepper, 22 August 1940, Series 431A, Box 12, Folder 23, Claude Pepper
Papers. Also, arriving from a cruise, his wife Mildred, hearing of the effigy was
shocked but commented, "Maybe he's wrong, but he's certainly sincere"; see
Miami Herald, 23 August 1940.
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Congress of Mothers of the United States of America hanging Pepper in effigy on
Capitol lawn as a protest to military training and war. Associated A-ess Photo, 21
August 1940, courtesy of the Claude Pt#@er Libray, %da State University Libraries,

Tallahassee.

Pretty soon the administration will be begging for a higher birthrate to fill up the army in mimicry of ~itler.'"* Another woman
warned of the power of the women's vote against those in Congress
supporting the draft. Some writers claimed not to be communists
or members of the German-supportive Bund but sincerely
opposed U.S. involvement." One young woman asked why men
should give up $200 and $300-a-monthjobs for a $30-a-month military position. One war veteran accused Pepper of seeking a medal
42. Claude Pepper, "Shall the U.S. Make Available to England Some of its World
War Destroyers?" speech presented to the American Forum of the Air, 25
August 1940, Series 203B, Box 1, Folder 14; Ruby Davison to Claude Pepper,
23 August 1940, Series 431A, Box 11, Folder 11, both in Claude Pepper
Papers.
43. Anne MacDonald to Claude Pepper, 23 August 1940,23 August 1940, Series
431& Box 11, Folder 11, Claude Pepper Papers. The German-American
Bund was the largest pro-Nazi organization in the United States. Comprised
of many naturalized Americans who were German born, this group estab
lished militia forces (adolescent groups modeled after the Hitler Youth), boycotted Jewish merchants, held pro-Nazi rallies, and were extremely
anti-Semitic; see Jeansonne, Women of the Far Right, 30.
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from the English king; someone else sent an envelope addressed
to 'Senator 'God Save the King' Pepper." Still others asked why
the senator had not signed up for the draft (he was forty and too
old at this time).4 Additionally, some expressed anti3emitic opinions, with letters or envelopes addressed to "Jew Peppern or from
"Jew New York." One anonymous person sent a poem, titled
"Conscription:"
Defend your country! Don't refuse!
You have to save it for the jews.
. . . They'll keep the wheels of commerce oiled,
While saps like you will be despoiled. . . While every stinking, lousyjew
Will pile up profits as his due. . . ."
Not all the mail was negative, and many female writers who
identified themselves as mothers expressed disapproval of the effigy. One writer claimed the shrouded women were "Irish Huns
who wish to do all they can to Destroy England, so the Irish Huns
can start a Civil War in Ireland." Another supportive letter
announced a press release from the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People describing the effigy as "a portent
of the danger of rising mob violence in the United States" and that
the N.A.A.C.P. "unreservedly condemns this action even though
Senator Pepper joined with the minority in the Senate which has
filibustered federal anti-lynching legislation to death.''46
Reaction to the efigy and Pepper's position varied in his
home state of Florida. Many newspapers simply ran a captioned
photo of the effigy while others offered editorials or letters from
their readers. The Miami Herald, while admitting disagreement
with the senator on various issues, explained that "it has never
44. Unknown to Claude Pepper, 23 August 1940, Series 431A, Box 11, Folder 11,
Claude Pepper Papers; George Q. Flynn, The Draft: 19401973 (Lawrence,
Kans., 1993), 18,62. After much debate, the age range for draftees became
twenty-one to thirty-five when the bill passed in September 1940. Later, it
rose as demands for manpower increased. Pepper had been inducted when
he was eighteen in October 1918, but the signing of the armistice the following month prevented him from seeing action; see Pepper, Eyewitness, 21-22.
45. Unknown to Claude Pepper, n.d., Series 431A, Box 10, Folder 5, Claude
Pepper Papers.
46. Unknown to Claude Pepper, 24 August 1940,Box 11, Folder 12; Walter White
to Claude Pepper, 22 August, 1940, Series 431A, Box 11, Folder 12, both in
Claude Pepper Papers.
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questioned his honesty of purpose nor his patriotism" and characterized the women's action as "un-American." One writer to the
Herald thought that *Florida will erect monuments to his vision
and determination some day, if we still have the liberty to do so."
The CZeaTrnOnt A-ess reported the effigy proved that Pepper was a
national leader in protecting the country "against any eventuality."
Other papers harshly addressed the Congress of American
Mothers. The DeFuniak Spri'ngs Breeze stated: "Fie on you ladies, hie
you back to your kitchens and watch your ovens." One female letter writer to the Orlando Sentanel thought the effigy in poor taste
and supported conscription for girls to teach them "to be more
ladylike." The Wildwood Echo mentioned some displeasure with
Pepper but noted that he had not only "put Florida on the map"
but with increased status. In one city, editors of the two main
papers opposed each other. The JacksonvilleJournal called the senator the "champion of all-pro-British sympathizers" while the
JZmidu Times Union declared that the effigy was deplorable and
unwarranted." And the Port St.Joe Sentinel editors called for a naval
base for the protection of western ~ l o r i d a . ~ ~
While Florida Panhandle citizens pressed for military installations, the Daytona Beach Sun-Recmd reported their town's Chamber
of Commerce wanted Canadian fliers to train in the warm winter
climate of Florida, but U.S. neutrality laws prohibited the fliers
from entering the country. It is unclear how much the potential for
military buildup in Florida influenced the senator. In May 1940, it
had been announced that the Opa-Locka naval air base was to be
expanded by several thousand men with an anticipated annual payroll of $1 million. Additionally, the Navy planned on acquiring
additional land in Key West and establishing more extensive facili47.

Miami Herald, 23, 24 August 1940; Cleamumt Press* 29 August 1940; DeFuniak
Spnngs, n.d.; Orlando Sentinel, 25 August 1940; Wildwood Echo, 30 August 1940;
JacksonvilIeJounzal, 29 August 1940; i h i d u Times Union, 26 August 1940; Port
St. Joe Satinel, 29 August 1940, and other clippings in Series 205, Box 7,
Folder 11, Claude Pepper Papers. A Gallup poll showed Florida as fifth in the
nation in favor of conscription; see "The South Leads Again," FEoTidaAdvocate
(Wauchula), 3 0 August 1940. Repeatedly, the Miami Herald opposed Pepper
in editorials against intervention and aid; see 25 May, 6,9, 12June 1940. In
early 1940, there were only eight military installations in Florida: naval air stations in Jacksonville, Miami, Key West, and Pensacola, and army bases at
Tampa's MacDill Field, Orlando, Camp Blanding near Starke, plus a gunnery
school at Eglin Field in the Panhandle; see David Ramsey, "Military
Installations in Florida during World War 11," unpublished paper, n.d.,
Florida Room, State Library, Tallahassee, Ha., photocopy.
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ties at Jacksonville and Pensacola. In June, Pepper asked the president "for a committee to study new industry for the South as part
of the war effort," and Florida was expected to receive $20 million
towards expansion of naval air training. On 28 August, the senator
announced that Camp Blanding would become the nation's second
largest training camp for Army and National Guard troops.
Furthermore, millions of dollars were going towards other Army
and Navy installations. Although Pepper supported the construction of Army and Navy bases in Florida as a way towards resolving
the depressed economy, his main reasons for advocating Allied aid
appear based upon the need for the nation's preparedness, his loyalty and agreement with Roosevelt's views, and his strong feelings of
morality. In fact, on 3 August the president had sent Pepper a letter thanking him for his support.*
Reporting on the effigy, Time magazine noted that although
Pepper lacked approval from his colleagues, Roosevelt considered
him the only person "near fit to expound the Administration's foreign and defense policies." The sympathetic article described the
senator's "consuming conviction that Hitler was out to destroy U.S.
Democracy." Upon reading these obsemtions, the senator noted in
regard to being popular, "couldn't be and have done what I have. .
. . Care little about that [popularity]. Thisjob [is] too hard not to
get at least the satisfaction of doing what you think [is] right.""
He continued speaking for his beliefs in August and
September, particularly at events sponsored by the Committee to
Defend America by Aiding the Allies. 50 This group, formed in May
1940 by William Allen White and Clark Eichelberger, supported
intervention. After their legal experts and others close to Roosevelt
proclaimed the legal capability of the president to aid England
48. Daytona Beach Sun-Recurd, 30 August 1940; Miami Herald, 23, 25 May, 2 June
1940; Persmal DM?, 7June, 3 August 1940; St. Cloud Tribune, 29 August 1940;
Franklin Roosevelt to Claude Pepper, 3 August 1940, Series 401, Box 34,
Folder 6, Claude Pepper Papers.
49. Tim, 2 September 1940,1415; Personal Diav, 28 August 1940.
50. Flyer announcing Pepper's speech at the "Stand by Americawnon-partisan
mass meeting at Baltimore Polytechnic High School, IS September 1940,
Series 201, Box 29A, Folders 12; Asheoih Citizen, 30 August 1940, copy in
Series 201, Box 29A, Folder 13; Claude Pepper, "Excerpts," speech presented
to Democratic Organization of Southern Illinois, Danville, 15 September
1940, Series 203B, Box 14, Folder 7; idem, "Address by Senator Claude
Pepper," speech presented to the National Rally of Young Democratic Clubs,
Miami, Fla., 27 September 1940, Series 203B, Box 13, Folder 14, all in Claude
Pepper Papers.
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without Congressional approval, F.D.R. announced the sending of
fifty destroyers to Britain in exchange for bases in early September.
Congressional non-interventionists suffered another defeat when
the Burke-Wadsworth conscription bill passed into law as the
Selective Training and Service Act of 1940 on 16 S e ~ t e m b e r . ~ ~
During the fall, the senator campaigned for the RooseveltWallace ticket and saw the president reelected to a third term.
When Congress convened in early 1941, he continued strongly
supporting the Lend-Lease bill.52 Introduced on 10January 1941,
this bill gave the president extensive power towards aiding
Britain. The senator angrily condemned those in opposition, stating that "they [were] the enemies of a people's peace-these
appeasers who are not certain whether they fear Hitler or
Roosevelt more. . . ." During hearings before the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, Pepper sharply questioned non-interventionists, including Charles Lindbergh. Questionning Lindbergh
for two hours, the senator later noted that although the aviator
had a "frank appearance . . . he is cold as a cucumber; no moral
convictions and no moral indignation about wrong. He is no student of history or events and when pressed was entirely illogical
and inconsistent." The Senate Foreign Relations Committee
approved the House amended version in mid-February and sent it
to the floor. After an extemporaneous speech on the Senate floor,
Pepper received praise from numerous members, including VicePresident Wallace, and noted that "everyone knows how my heart
is in the subject."53
51. Cole, RoomeIt and the Isolationists, 367, 370-75; Philip Goodhart, F2Jy Ships
That Saved the World (New York, 1965); Clifford and Spenser, First Peacetime
&a), 2223.
52. Claude Pepper, "Shall the Appeasers Drag this Country into War?" speech
presented over the National Broadcasting Company, 22 January 1941, Series
203B, Box 2, Folder 5; idem, "Democlacy," speech presented on Columbia
Network, 25 January 1941, Series 203B, Box 4, Folder 2; idem, "How is Our
Democracy Most Threatened?" speech presented on the American Forum of
the Air, 26January 1941, Series 203B, Box 1, Folder 15; idem, "America's Last
Clear Chance," speech presented on Columbia Network, 20 February 1941,
Series 203B. BoxlA, Folder 17, all in Claude Pepper Papers. See Kimball,
Most Ummdid Act for extensive coverage of the bill.
53. Miami Daily News, 23 January 1941; PersonolDiay 1941, 6, 17 February 1941,
Series 439, Box 1, Folder 5, Claude Pepper Papers; Raymond Clapper, "The
Bugle Call Grows Louder," St. Pttnsburg Times, 21 February 1941. Charles
Lindbergh did not officially join the group America First until April 1941;
Wayne S. Cole, Charles A. Lindbergh and the Battle Against American Intervention
in Wmld War 1
1(New York, 1974), 115.
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--

Claude Pepper aims large caliber machine gun produced by United States factories during World War 11. Courtesy of the Claude Pepper Library, Fbnda State University
Libraries, Tallahassee.

Still, not everyone approved, as again Pepper was hounded by
some of the mothers. Virulently anti-communist publicist and
activist Elizabeth Dilling was arrested for creating a disturbance.
After being released, she proclaimed, 'Pepper is a coward. He's
just an old scaredycat and won't talk to us. How much is he getting to sell this republic
During debate on the pending
Lend-Lease bill, isolationist Senator Wheeler compared it to resolutions that Pepper had proposed the previous year, adding that
the only difference was that Pepper's resolutions were 'short of
war." He continued, "if any man in the Senate ought to have cred54. Jeansonne, Women ofthe Far Right, 78;"We Want Pepper," Washington Star, 18
February 1941, photograph; "Mrs.Dilling Lays Blame on Pepper for Senate
Disturbance," Tampa Morning Tribune, 19 February 1941. In 1932, Elizabeth
Dilling founded the Sentinels in Chicago, and the group spread to other
cities. No longer a member, Dilling was a prolific writer of right-wing, anticommunist, antiSemitic books. Tried for sedition in 1944, she escaped conviction because of a mistrial following the death of the judge; Jeansonne,
Women of the Far Right, 16, 78 155. Rosa Farber testified against the LendLease bill; New Y d T i m , 11 February 1941.
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it for the idea of this piece of legislation, it ought to be given to the
distinguished Senator from Florida [Mr. Pepper] ." Wheeler sarcastically concluded that "when the Senator from Florida in the
future rises and says such and such is the foreign policy, his statement should be accepted by the Senate. We ought to know that
although his policy might not be adopted immediately, it surely
would be adopted in a comparatively short time, because we
should know that when the Senator speaks he is either leading the
administration or else he has advance information as to what the
administmtion is thinking." 55
After spirited debate in both houses, the Senate passed the bill
two months later on 8 March 1941. No longer a minority advocate,
Pepper had an important but lesser role in the debate and passage
of this bill.
In later years Pepper proudly claimed that his resolutions of
May 1940 were the origins of the Lend-Lease bill. A willing advocate at a time when public opinion often differed and his senatorial colleagues discounted and ridiculed him, he was often seen as
only a point man for the Roosevelt administration. In his memoirs
he admitted to a close relationship with F.D.R as they were "ideological soulmates" and he had ''virtually unlimited" access to the
president. Sometimes, Roosevelt dangled political favors in front
of the senator, and although Pepper's actions were extremely help
ful to F.D.R, he probably did more than would have been expected. In 1940 alone, Pepper gave more congressional and public
speeches and radio addresses on the need for preparedness and
aid than any other Senate member. For a junior senator from a
southern state, it is remarkable that his positions on the issues
became known throughout the nation. Pepper had less to lose in
advocating aid, as he was not up for reelection until 1944.
Although some of the major newspapers in Florida disagreed with
him, he seemed to have little concern about negative opinion. In
fact, it appears that even if his constituents had wholeheartedly disagreed with him, the senator would have continued regardless.
While Florida stood to gain from all the military installations, manufacturing plants, and shipyards that preparedness would bring,
Pepper seemed more concerned about defense than economics.
55. Senator Wheeler of Montana speaking on House Resolution for Promotion of
National Defense, H.R. Res. 1776, 77th Gong., 1st sess., Congmssional Recurd
87, pt. 2 (7 March 1941): 1967,1969.
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And even though one historian claimed that Pepper had his eyes
on the Presidency, his rhetoric bordered on the strident too much
for winning future votes.56 Thus, Pepper had multiple reasons for
being a proponent, yet his diaries and speeches reveal what appear
to be sincere convictions. His 1938 trip to Europe where he witnessed the appeasement of Hitler and the buildup of Nazi power
clearly affected him. Realizing the threat that Hitler presented, he
soon spoke out on this menace, increasingly becoming more insistent in his warnings.
Unfortunately, historians have tended to ignore or minimize
Pepper's foresight, and he has not been given credit for the incep
tion of the Lend-Lease bill. Those who do mention any of his
actions or downplay them often see him as simply a front man for
Roosevelt, or an insignificant maverick. Yet, Claude Pepper's
actions and words helped focus the country's attention on critical
issues in a time of crisis and assisted in obtaining aid for the Allies
and preparing the United States.
After the attack on Pearl Harbor, some immediately recognized Pepper's foresight. Harold Young, assistant to Vice
President Harry Wallace, wrote that 'Senator Pepper should now
come into his own as the first United States Senator who fully realized and awoke the country to its danger."57 After sixty plus years,
it is time to give the senator his due.

56. Pepper, Eyewitness to a Century, 60, 96, 81; Stoesen, "Senatorial Career of
Claude Pepper,"295.
5'7. Harold Young to Herman L. Feldman, 11 December 1941, Harry k Wallace
Papers as Vice-President, 1941-1945, General Correspondence, Box 56,
Folder: Pepper, Franklin D. Roosevelt Libra~y.
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The Catholic Church, Martin Luther King Jr.,
and the March in St. Augustine
by Charles R. Gallagher

I

n 1963 and 1964, Dr. Martin Luther KingJr. and the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference selected St. Augustine,
Florida, as a target city for a new round of civil rights protests.
It marked the first major SCLC campaign since the Freedom Rides
and Birmingham demonstrations of 1961. In St. Augustine, local
chapters of the National Association of Colored People and the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference labored to enlist local
Roman Catholics in the cause for civil rights, hoping that a cooperative relationship might help desegregate local businesses, civil
service agencies, and restaurants. As demonstrations in St.
Augustine developed, however, King's brand of social protest
began to test the ethics of both local church and civic leaders.
The St. Augustine case is useful since it reveals how King and
the SCLC attempted not only to include but to share responsibilities for negotiation of the civil rights crisis with Catholic leaders. It
also marked the first time that King protested segregation by petitioning a Catholic bishop to resign from a position of civic responsibility. In the St. Augustine case, a complex combination of
theological, ethnic, and political variables combined to suppress
full Catholic participation in the local civil rights movement.

Charles R Gallagher is a visiting assistant professor of history at the College of the
Holy Cross, Worcester, Mass. He thanks Rw. Frank M. Mouch for his recollections.
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During the 1960s, St. Augustine was an "intractably racist
town," in the words of Andrew Young; and while not a major
Southern metropolis, it was an attractive venue for protest because
the city was about to celebrate its four hundredth anniversary.'
Highly publicized memorial ceremonies were expected to draw
international media attention. In April of 1963, President Lyndon
Johnson named an eleven-member (all-white) committee of dignitaries to oversee the festivities. Among others, the Anniversary
Committee included auto magnate Henry Ford 11, international
financierJ. Peter Grace, Florida Senator George Smathers, and St.
Augustine's local Roman Catholic leader, Archbishop Joseph P.
Hurley.
Hurley's appointment illustrated a level of respect that
Catholics enjoyed both in St. Augustine and throughout the
state, respect that could be parlayed into civic authority. During
the civil rights struggle of the early 1960s, such authority proved
crucial for Catholics. Cyprian Davis, the premier historian of the
African American Catholic experience, remarked that local bishops were in a primary position to align the Church with the spirit
of the civil rights struggle. By duty of their office, bishops were
tasked "to preach and teach and to recall the principles of the
Gospel in order to create a climate where concerted action was
possible
King's non-violent style of social action first appeared in St.
Augustine during the summer of 1963. On 18July, more than a
month before the March on Washington where King delivered his
famous "I Have a Dreamn speech, picketing and sit-ins began at St.
Augustine's downtown lunch counters. During the protests, most
local Protestant clergy "steered clear of any involvement in the civil
rights struggle.m3The absence of a reputable moral voice allowed
darker forces to take center stage.
Throughout the summer, local segregationists and regional
Ku Klux Klansmen clashed with NAACP picketers. Klan affiliates
such as "Hoss" Manucy and his Ancient City Hunting Club beat

1.
2.
3.

Andrew Young, An Easy Burden: The Civil Rights M w e ~ and
t
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T r a m f d i r m of Anrerica (New York, 1996), 289.
Cyprian Davis, The Histmy of Black Catholics in the Unitcd Stah (New York,
1990),256.
Michael B. Friedland, Lift Up Your VoiU Like A Trumpet: White Ckrgy and the
Civil fights and Antiwar Mmenrats, 2954-1973 (Chapel Hill, N.C., 1998), 97.
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M.L. KING AND THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH

Archbishop Joseph P. Hurley, circa 1940. Cou*
Catholic Center, St. Azcgustim, fi.

of the D i h c

VJ

St. n ~ p h ' n e

and harassed SCLC and NAACP members throughout the year.
Once likened to a character from the popular 1960s Western television show "Rawhide," Manucy was an aggressive segregationist.
We're better organized than the niggers are, and the niggers
know it," he once crowed to the press. When asked about alleged
ties to the Ku Klux Klan, he scoffed that while the Klan was a "wonPublished by STARS, 2004
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derful organization," he was never a member. "Besides who ever
heard of a Catholic being a Klansman anyhow?"4
Manucy and others incited new levels of violence as the marches proceeded. King later described St. Augustine as "the most lawless city I have ever been in." Indeed, St. Augustine was the place
where King first presaged that his own death might be a consequence of the struggle for desegregation. Andrew Young remembered St. Augustine as "the SCLC's most violent and bloody
campaign." The dubious security situation further incensed King
to the point that he considered a full-scale march on the White
House to protest the lack of police protection for SCLC and
NAACP demonstrator^.^ During the initial stages of the demonstrations, however, battles were more rhetorical than physical.
In late March of 1964, Mrs. Malcolm Peabody, the 72-year-old
mother of Massachusetts Governor Endicott Peabody, was arrested
at a St. Augustine sit-in by Sheriff L.O. Davis. The incident
amounted to no more than an exchange of philosophies at the
Ponce de Leon Motor Lodge and the strong suggestion by Davis
that Peabody accompany him to the St. Augustine lockup.
Though lacking in drama, the notoriety generated from the booking of a Boston Brahmin prompted reporters to set up camp in St.
Augustine for the summer. Not long after her arrest, Peabody
appeared on NBC's Today show claiming that "St. Augustine was a
town festering in violence and hate."6
The Peabody arrest prompted an unusual move against
Archbishop Hurley, A week after his own arrest in St. Augustine,
civil rights activist and Yale University chaplain William Sloane
Coffin published a lengthy letter in the New Yolk T i m headlined
"St. Augustine's Racism." From out of the blue, Coffin called for
"Archbishop Hurley to publicly resign from the 400th Anniversary
Commission," claiming it "immoral" for Hurley "to plead the
splendors of the past in order to ignore the crisis in the present."
He asked the bishop "to assert solidarity with those whose dignity

4.
5.
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you preach."7 In Catholic clerical circles, that a lay person and a
non-Catholic at that called publicly for Hurley's resignation from
the commission was the height of brazenness.
Coffin's unprovoked and highly visible thrashing of local
Catholic leadership put relations between the Roman Catholic
Church and SCLC officials on shaky ground just as demonstrations
were heating up. Weeks later, J. Francis Pohlaus, lawyer for the
Washington branch of the NAACP, repeated Coffin's warning.
Writing privately, he suggested that Hurley distance himself Erom
the 400th Anniversary Committee since the festivities would "spotlight a four hundred year failure to implement the principles of
Still chaffing at the national expodemocracy and Chri~tianity."~
sure of the Coffin letter, Hurley declined to respond.
Coffin's awkward first step proved unfortunate in trying to get
Catholics involved with the SCLC's St. Augustine action. Historian
David R. Colburn suggested that "more than any other church, the
Catholic church had the greatest opportunity to influence the
racial response of the community." Early on, King deemed
Catholic support for the civil rights struggle crucial because St.
Augustine was the only Florida city-and one of the only cities in
the entire South-that possessed a majority Catholic population.
Andrew Young, King's personal assistant and leader of the St.
Augustine marches, recognized the potential for good that the
Catholic Church could bring to bear. "In as Catholic an area as St.
Augustine," Young noted at-the time, "the Church could be a big
infl~ence."~
Before 1963, however, the SCLC had very little experience in
dealing with Catholics. Since the early 1950s, the SCLC's strongest
link to religious organizations was the National Council of

7. William S. Coffin Jr. to the editor, New Yotk T i m , 9 April 1964.
8.

3.

J. Francis Pohlhaus to Joseph P. Hurley, 9 May 1963, Archbishop Joseph P.
Hurley Papers, St. Augustine Anniversary file, Archives of the Diocese of St.
Augustine, Jacksonville, Fla. (hereafter ADSA). Perhaps sensing that Hurley
might eschew a letter from an African American organization, Pohlhaus had
the letter delivered to Hurley through the good offices of Conrad Wirth,
Director of the National Park Service and one of the original members of the
anniversary committee.
Colburn, Racial Change, 159; NCCIJ memorandum,Jack [ S i o n ] to Matthew
[Ahmann], 9 June 1964, National Catholic Conference for InterracialJustice
Papers, box 3, St. Augustine file, Archives of Marquette University,
Milwaukee, Wis. (hereafter MUA) .
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Churches.l0 Since 1950, the Roman Catholic Church eschewed
being regarded as a "church among churchesnand refused to join
the NCC until December of 1963,when it was granted observer status. Consequently, during the planning stages for St. Augustine,
the SCLC was left flat-footed in approaching Catholics and began
to look hastily for ways to bring them into Florida's civil rights
movement.
King assigned Young the uphill task of aligning Catholic influence behind the objectives of the SCLC. Young, in turn, commissioned the Chicago-based National Catholic Conference for
InterracialJustice to sound out Archbishop Hurley on civil rights.
Between 1960 and 1968, the NCCIJ functioned as the national
clearinghouse and public relations organization for Catholic participation in the civil rights movement. Matthew Ahmann, the
council's Executive Director, called the NCCIJ's mission "the
removal of racial discrimination in the Church and our relevant
witness to the equality of all men in contemporary society." In
1963, the NCCIJ helped to prepare and support King's historic
1963 March on Washington.ll Yet, since the NCCIJ was comprised
mainly of laymen and women, it faced a tough battle in lining-up
the full public support of many U.S. bishops.
The NCCIJ was not officially tied to the institutional church
and could not claim sponsorship by the bishops. Certain bishops
favored the NCCIJ, while others were exceedingly wary of the
organization. Cardinal Francis Spellman of New York, for example, gave permission for Catholics to join the March on
Washington in August of 1963, but only if the march were "carried
out in a peaceful mannern and undertaken "as a last resort." In
gearing up for the march, Spellman sidestepped the NCCIJ entirely and encouraged his flock to work through his own diocesancontrolled Catholic Interracial Council of ~ e York.12
w
Try as it might,
the NCCIJ could not convince any U.S. bishop to sit on its board

10. Jeff Woods, Black Struggle, Red Scare: Segregaticm and Anti-Communism in the
South, 1948-1968 (Baton Rouge, La., 2004), 118.
11. John T. McGreevey, "Racial Justice and the People of God: The Second
Vatican Council, the Civil Rights Movement, and American Catholics,"
Religion and American Culture 4 (summer 1994): 224; Martin Zielinski, "1963
March on Washington and Catholic Participation," Chicago Studies 42 (summer 2003) : 153-62.
12. "Church to Enlist Catholics Here For Capital Civil Rights Rally," Nau Ymk
Times, 11 August 1963.
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of directors. Almost by default, the NCCJJ named Peace Corps
director R Sargent Shriver Jr. as its national chairman in 1963.
Nevertheless, spotty approval from the bishops did not stop the
NCCIJ and its zealous operatives from attempting to organize a
grass-roots campaign in St. Augustine.
In April of 1964, NCCIJ Southern Field Director Henry
Cabirac went to Florida to enlist Archbishop Hurley in the fight for
civil rights by endorsing "cooperation between business, civic, and
religious leaders to promote positive statements and programs for
desegregation."13 Cabirac intended to persuade Hurley to support
the local NAACP in desegregating St. Augustine's hotels, restaurants. and city agencies. A bi-racial committee would negotiate the
demands, but the Archbishop was not receptive.
"All Catholic facilities have been quietly desegregated,"
Hurley instructed an underling to report to Cabirac, emphasizing
that the diocese was "extremely concerned about peaceful
progress in order to present a good image for the 400th anniversaV."l4 To Cabirac's surprise, Hurley ordered priests to have nothing to do with the NCCIJ, apparently considering the organization
"a trouble-making organization." Low-level diocesan officials were
instructed to tell NCCIJ workers that the diocese had a "long-range
plan" for desegregation and wished to "work quietly and behind
the scenes" for racial change.15
13. Memorandum, Rev. Frank M. Mouch to ArchbishopJoseph P. Hurley, 8 April
1964, Civil Rights file, Hurley Papers, ADSA.
14. Report, Visit to St. Augustine," Henry Cabirac to Matthew Ahmann, 1 April
1964, NCCIJ Records, box 3, St. Augustine file, MUA; "Negroes Enrolled In
St. Augustine," The Catholic Vnginian (Richmond), 4 September 1964, St.
Augustine Clippings File, St. Joseph Society of the Sacred Heart Josephite
Archives, Baltimore, Md. The reporting of full integration to the NCCIJ in
April of 1964 was premature. In a May 1966 letter, Hurley encouraged all his
priests to "make a greater effort to get colored children into our schools." He
stated plainly that priests "would probably have to personally invite [AfricanAmerican children] to come to your school next year" [1967]; see Hurley,
quoted in Superintendent of Catholic Schools, Circular Letter to Priests of
the Diocese, 4 May 1966, ADSk
15. Report, Jack P. Sisson to Matthew Ahmann, 6 August 1964; Henry Cabirac to
Rev. Frank M. Mouch, 6 April 1964, both in NCCIJ Records, box 3, St.
Augustine file, MUA;Jack P. Sisson to Joseph P. Hurley, 29 June 1964, Hurley
Administration Civil Rights files, ADSA. In early July 1963, the NCCIJ was at
the center of a controversy surrounding their approval of Chicago nuns in full
habit who picketed a segregated Catholic women's club. Besides smacking of
Catholic disunity, some church leaders believed the sight of nuns on the picket line brought "a loss of dignity;" Austin C. Wehrwein, "Two Catholic Leaders
Back Clergy On Plans to Join Rights March," New York Times, 11July 1963.
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Taking the diocese at its word about working behind the
scenes, Andrew Young then told the NCCIJ that he "would very
much like to see if we could encourage the Church to play a mediation role" between the local NAACP chapter and city authorities-an overture which, in hindsight, bespeaks a monumental
missed opportunity for the promotion of racial justice on the part
of the local Catholic church. The Archbishop resisted constructively cooperating with the NCCIJ, and movement leadership
remained bewildered about "how to get to Hurley." Indeed, resistance of Catholic leaders seemed pervasive in the small seaside
town. One NCCIJ worker wrote in exasperation that he "felt completely stymied in trying to get a lead on even one 'man of good
will' either in the Catholic community or otherwise."16
As their frustration mounted, NCCIJ workers began to suspect
that Archbishop Hurley was unfriendly to their interests. In fact,
during his time as bishop, Hurley exhibited many traits common
to Jim Crow America. As a young priest presiding at Mass in 1929,
he referred to the altar-servers, who happened to be people of
color, as "eight little pickaninies" who "smelled to high heaven."
In 1945, he gave his thoughts on African American involvement in
the labor movement in a "Confidential Questionnaire on
Communism" supplied by Father John F. Cronin of the Catholic
University of America, who acted at the behest of Federal Bureau
of Investigation director J. Edgar Hoover. Hurley's answers
showed a penchant for stereotyping. He offered comments on the
labor situation, noting that "Communist leaders among the
Negroes in the South are careful not to cause any outbursts of
racial feeling. They seem to follow the line of indoctrinating their
charges while still insisting that they continue to act as good
Southern ~ a r k i e s . " ~ ~
16. Jack Sisson to Matthew Ahmann [telegram], 9 June 1964; Jack Sisson, undated personal notes, NCCIJ Records, box 3; memorandum, Jack Sisson to Matt
[Matthew Ahmann], 6 August 1964, NCCIJ Records, box 3, all in St.
Augustine file, MUA It is apparent that King desired a religious leader to
play the role of mediator in St. Augustine. After all approaches to Hurley
failed, King petitioned Boston University theologian Harold L. DeWolf to act
as arbitrator.
17. Joseph P. Hurley to "Bud" Walsh, 1929;Joseph P. Hurley to John F. Cronin,
Confidential Questionnaire on Communism, both in ArchbishopJoseph P.
Hurley Papers, box 110, file C, ADSA. Hurley also identified Florida senator
Claude Pepper and Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings
as communist sympathizers. Hurley's response to Cronin is published in
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By the early 1960s, Hurley's position on African American civil
rights continued to be anchored in the Jim Crow, "good Southern
Darkie" stereotype. When King, Young, and the SCLC descended
on St. Augustine to force action in the summer of 1964, they challenged Hurley's preconceptions.
As Hurley resisted the SCLC's overtures, violence escalated.
Thirty consecutive days of sit-ins, swim-ins, prayer-ins, and evening
marches made national television news. On 9June, Andrew Young
was kicked, beaten, and whacked bloody with a blackjack while TV
cameras rolled. The next day, after Klansmen attacked a group of
SCLC workers preparing for a sit-in, King cabled Washington
insisting that the "reign of terror cannot be stopped short of intervention by the Federal Government."18 On 11 June, King was
arrested in St. Augustine.
While federal officials dawdled about how to respond to
the SCLC's plea, King decided to sideline the NCCIJ and
personally appeal to Archbishop Hurley. Apparently under the
impression that the Archbishop would respond to a personal overture from a fellow Christian leader, King wrote a lengthy telegram
on the day of his arrest asking Hurley to use his leadership and
high standing in the community to work for change. Specifically,
King wrote that 'tvith hatred and violence reigning in America's
oldest city," the Archbishop should "use [his] good will and
influence as a member of the Anniversary Commission to unite the
forces of reason and humanity within the city to bring about a just
solution to the racial crisis." If that were not possible, the civil
rights leader recommended that Hurley "resign from the
Anniversary Commission as a moral protest against the evils of segregation." King told Hurley that he was "praying for his cooperation" and concluded his letter with a fraternal "faithfully
Hurley made no reply.
While the Archbishop remained silent, the SCLC forged
ahead with the demonstrations. Executive director Wyatt Tee
Walker drew-up a "Battle Plan" for St. Augustine that called for
even larger demonstrations, this time featuring Catholic clergy

Steven M. Avella and Elizabeth McKeown, eds., Public Voices: Catholics in the
Amaican Context (Maryknoll, N.Y.,1999), 237.
18. "Dr. King Requests U.S. Aid in Florida," Neu Ymk Times, 25 June 1964.
19. Martin Luther King Jr. to Joseph P. Hurley [telegram], 11 June 1964, Civil
Rights file, ADSA.
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and lay leaders.20 Executive Director Ahmann reported that
Andrew Young was "most anxious" to get Catholic clergy to come
to St. Augustine to demonstrate, promising "clerical, interfaith
demonstrations any time we can get the priests in." But Young,
who required all Catholic priests to wear their Roman collars while
demonstrating, knew little about Catholic procedure.21
"Getting priests in" was much more difficult than simply
unloading them from buses. During the early 1960s, internal
church law, or canon law, required that priests arriving from other
dioceses "present themselves at the Curia" to apprise the local bishop of their activities. This law was almost always kept as a courtesy
to the bishop, especially when extradiocesan priests intended to
act as so-called "public persons." Complicating the call for priestly and religious activism, a separate church law banned priests
from "partaking in, or helping in any manner, disturbances of public order."22 In addition, if "danger to life" emerged within the
context of public events, such demonstrations were considered
"immoral9'-a chilling assessment given that by late 1963 one murder already was associated with the St. Augustine protest. With so
many competing principles, one canonist simply stated that in case
of "internal troubles" within a state or diocese, "direction for political action rests, first and above all, with the hierarchy."23

20. Memorandum, "Suggested approach and chronology for St. Augustine,"
Wyatt Tee Walker to Martin Luther King, Jr., Martin Luther King Papers,
Series 1, King Library and Archives, Martin Luther King, Jr., Center for
Nonviolent Social Change, Atlanta, Georgia (hereafter KCA); memorandum,
Matthew Ahmann to Jack Sisson, 17June 1964, NCCIJ Records, St. Augustine
file, box 3, MUA. Matthew Ahmann indicated that Catholic influence in St.
Augustine suffered greatly because there were no Catholics included in the
spring protests with Mrs. Peabody.
21. Field report, Matthew Ahmann to John P. Sisson, 17June 1964,St. Augustine
file, box 3, NCCIJ Records, MUA; report, "Florida Spring Project,
Demonstrations in St. Augustine Florida," 21 March 1963, "Blacks: Civil
Rights" box, SCLC file 1, St. Augustine Historical Society Archives, St.
Augustine, Florida. According to Walker's schedule, King was to be arrested
jointly with other clergymen, but since Hurley banned his priests from the
protests, only Rev. Ralph Abernathy and Rev. Robert England of Boston
Universityjoined King.
22. Stanislaus Woywod, ed., h t i c a l Commcnta?y on the Code of Canon Law (New
York, 1945), 59, 575; Amleto Giovanni Cicognani, Canon Law (Westminster,
Md., 1934), 119.
23. During the "Easter pushwof 1963, a white "night-rider"was murdered by shots
fired from the house of the local NAACP leader, Dr. Richard Hayling;
Garrow, Bearing the Cross, 317. On the evening of 29 October 1963, two
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Canon law placed the decision for Catholic cooperation with
the SCLC squarely in Hurley's court; and Hurley took church law
seriously. One associate recalled that on occasion "he even tied-up
provincial meetings of bishops with canonical questions." By early
June 1964, Hurley was deeply upset with the violence occurring in
the town squarejust steps away from his cathedral doors. Since he
believed that the SCLC demonstrations disturbed the public
order, he interpreted canon law as prohibiting him from coming
out on the side of the demonstrators. Frustrated with the spiral of
events, he privately told his diocesan staffto "refuse to cooperate
with anybody regarding the demonstration^."^^
King and Young failed to take into account the radical differences between Catholic protocol and Protestant government. The
congregational individualism elemental to Protestant churches
allowed spontaneous participation of clergy and a streamlined
decision-making process. It probably never dawned on the activist
ministers that intricacies of Roman Catholic canon law might
stymie Catholic participation. Young's inexperience in this regard
was evidenced on June 18 when he contacted the St. Augustine
chancery to arrange for a meeting between King and the
Archbishop.
Hurley delegated a junior member of his chancery staff to
meet with Young, but warned the priest to be "most cautious in his
discussion" since in the past the SCLC had "lied, manipulated, and
was not to be trusted."25 On the surface, discussions were cordial.
But in response to King's earlier telegram, Hurley ended any illusions that Young and King might have about Catholic inclusion. In
a two-page reply, he contrasted local Catholic prestige with what
Hurley took to be King's lawless behavior.
The archbishop stressed that his diocese had always "used its
influence consistently to achieve equaljustice under law." Further
emphasizing his belief that public demonstrations were unseemly,
Hurley noted that "Catholic efforts had been directed towards proAfrican American homes were strafed with shotgun fire, and the Harlem
Gardens nightclub was the target of a grenade attack. A U.S. Army demolitions team was dispatched to St. Augustine to disarm an unexploded grenade.
On the principles of pertuhtionibus p.blici in Roman Catholic canon law, see
canons 140 and 141 in Charles Augustine, A Commataly on the N m Code of
Canon Law (St. Louis, Mo., 1919), 92-95.
24. Rev. Frank M. Mouch e-mail message to author, 17 October 2003.
25. Ibid.
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Martin Luther King Jr., joined by Ralph Abernathy, in St. Augustine in 1964.
Courtesy of the Florida Photographic CoUection, Tallahassee.

moting peace and concord among people of different origins, and
to promote good will in the community." The common good, he
argued, would not be served by submitting to King's request for
him to step down from the 400th anniversary commission. "The
best interests of St. Augustine," he fired back, "would be served by
refraining from any act that would perpetuate ill will or hatred
among the people."26
Hurley's private telegram to King was never openly published
or announced. The Hurley telegram could also be viewed as a
dressingdown of King who, on the day he wrote his telegram, was
placed under arrest-an act that Hurley certainly viewed as a vie
lation "under the law" and of "good will in the community." Sides
seemed to be taking shape, pitting the SCLC's direct action tactics
against the Catholic impulse to allay civil unrest.
By lateJune of 1964, King, Young, and the NCCIJ still failed to
grasp the roots of Archbishop Hurley's unwillingness to speak out.
On 18June, the archbishop received a poignant letter from Yale
26. Joseph P. Hurley to Martin Luther King, Jr., in Rev. Irvine Nugent to Rev.
John P. Burns [copy], 18June 1964, Martin Luther King Jr. Papers, series 1,
box 20, file 41, KCA.
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trustee Ross Dixon that may have tipped the balance. Dixon pointedly asked Hurley to use his "influence as a private citizen to help
the Negroes of St. Augustine secure their human rights." "To me,"
Dixon concluded, "it is more important to do this than promote
tourism. Recent events make it even more important for the
Church to speak out forcefully. Either as a private citizen or a
spokesman for the church, I hope you will take a clear stand."*'
Although Hurley scratched "no answer" across the top of
Dixon's letter, it was not long afterward that he issued a response
to the crisis. As demonstrators filled the city, Hurley penned a letter urging Catholics to stay calm which was read from the pulpit of
St. Augustine's Cathedral by its pastor at all Masses on the weekend
of 25 June. The Archbishop recommended "that all Catholic people abstain from any actions which might occasion or increase disorder or strife or lawlessness in our city." The local newspaper
claimed that the letter was a call for Catholics to refrain from taking part in SCLC demonstrations, but in actuality it reflected no
more than what canon law allowed under the circumstance^.^^
Lay Catholics wrote to Hurley from around the diocese and the
nation decrying the Church's "do nothing-let's wait and see policy." Geraldine Stevens, an Afi-ican American Catholic from St.
Petersburg, wrote that she found it "embarrassing" to see Protestant
and Jewish clergy struggle for civil rights in St. Augustine "with no
similar move by the Catholic clergy." Echoing the sentiments of
King and Young, Stevens advised Hurley that "No voice in the City
of St. Augustine would command more respect than yours" and
asked Hurley to "please raise your voice on behalf of our Negro
people." In similar fashion, an indignant Bostonian wrote that
Catholics should be "appalled at the lack of action on the part of
local ministers4 wonder what they think Jesus thinks of their
27. Ross Dixon to the Most Reverend Joseph P. Hurley, 18 June 1964, Hurley
papers, "Race Question" file, ADSA. Ross Dixon was a founder and trustee of
Yale University's Yale in China campus. An Episcopalian at the time, he was
president of Ross Dixon and Associates, an education management consulting firm in New York City.
28. The Catholic Standard (Washington, D.C.) 26 June 1964; "Cathedral Cautions
Catholics," "Long Hot Summer, 1964" scrapbook, 32, Civil Disorders file,
SAHS. In some respects, "lawlessness" may have been an apt description of
the situation. A confidential FBI source quoted King as saying that the
evening of June 25 was "the wont night that they [the SCLC] had ever had,"
with over forty protesters beaten. King was reported to be "afraid someone
will be killed;" Kenneth O'Reilly, Black AmeriEam: T h FBI Files, ed. David
Gallen (New York, 1994),200.
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behavior toward the Negroes?" Jack Sisson of the NCCIJ was also
mystified by diocesan intransigence and wired back to Chicago that
even though he "was a member of the power structure-the case
with Archbishop Hurley" was "hopeless at this time."29
Part of the problem emerging between the diocese and the
SCLC was that Catholic insistence on a "quiet" policy of racial justice and desegregation was diametrically opposed to the public
and often confrontational tactics espoused by King's special projects director and "field general," Hosea Williams." As perceived
by many, the "night march" merely heightened the risks, turnout,
and anger of the opposing forces. The already patent security hazards multiplied under cover of darkness, leading to the assumption
on the part of whites that Williams's embrace of the night march
was a deliberately incendialy maneuver.
The SCLC's decision to showcase their new "night march"
technique in a town so historically tied to Roman Catholicism as St.
Augustine could not have come at a worse time. Between 1955and
1965, southern Catholics were still trying to find their way on issues
of race, and many remained staunch segregationists. In 1958, the
U.S. Catholic bishops issued a groundbreaking statement identifying racism as sin, "a moral evil that denies human persons their
dignity as children of God." King called the declaration
"admirable," but warned the bishops that such public declarations
were "still too far and too few, and they move all too slowly down
to the local churches in actual practice," evidencing an inexplicable "schism" between Catholic theology and Catholic social
engagement at the parochial level. 31
By 1960, the schism generated increasingly tendentious
debates within the American Catholic church. Sharp divisions
emerged within the Catholic civil rights movement over "direct
29. Unknown to Joseph P. Hurley, 25 June 1964, Civil Rights file; Geraldine B.
Stevens to Joseph P. Hurley, 20 June 1964, Race Question file, both in ADSA;
J. Leroy Conel, "Second Open Letter to the Clergymen and Mayor of St.
Augustine," 25 July 1964, King Papers, series 1, box 20, file 43, KCA,NCCIJ
Memorandum,Jack Sisson to Irv Schulman, 28July 1964, NCCIJ Records, box
3, St. Augustine file, MUA.
30. Adam Fairclough, To Redeem the Soul of America: The SCLC and Martin Luther
King&. (Athens, Ga., 1987), 182; David J. Garrow, ed., Martin LutkKing, Jr.:
Civil f i g h t s Leader, Tkologian, Orator, 3 vols. (New York, 1989), 1: 9.
31. Administrative Board, National Catholic Welfare Conference,
"Discrimination and the Christian Conscience," in Avella and McKeown eds.,
Public Voices, 2554; Martin Luther King Jr., A Testament of Hope: The Essential
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action" tactics such as Freedom Rides and sit-ins. The NCCJJ
endorsed the use of the sit-in as a legitimate form of Catholic
action at their inaugural convention in 1960, but the initiative
was bereft of episcopal support. Privately, Jesuit reformer
John LaFarge endorsed the tactics, but convinced neither the U.S.
bishops nor the influential Jesuit periodical A m ' c a to voice
approval. In as much as liberal Catholics like Father LaFarge
and the NCCIJ were inclined to endorse direct action methods,
they held little official clout with national Catholic leadership.
The real power to c l a w the issue was lay with the bishop's
conference in Washington, D.C. Known in 1964 as the National
Catholic Welfare Conference, the organization "was perceived
by the government and the public at large as the official voice of
the American bishops."32 After their 1958 letter, they neglected
to take an official stand on the issue of Catholic participation
in civil rights demonstrations, basically leaving it to each bishop
to plan action for his diocese. Consequently, ranging from diocese
to diocese, Catholics were split on the issue.33
This policy was evident two days before Hurley issued his
Cathedral letter banning Catholics from participating in the St.
Augustine demonstrations. King received a remarkable letter
from one of Hurley's suffragan bishops, Paul J. Hallinan of
Atlanta." Hallinan, part of a new breed of progressive bishops, virtually endorsed King's tactics, writing about the "complex and danWritings of Martin Luther King Jr., ed. James Melvin Washington (San
Francisco, 1986), 479.
32. David W. Southern, John LaFaqp and the Limits of Catholic Intewaciulism, 19111%3 (Baton Rouge, La., 1996),
Stephen J. Ochs, Desegngating the Altar:
The Josqhites and the struggle for B h k Aiests, 1871-1560 (Baton Rouge, La.,
1990), 307-9; Gerald P. Fogarty, "The Authority of the National Catholic
Welfare Conference," in Episcopal C o n f m : Historical, Canonical, and
Theological Studies, ed. Thomas J. Reese ( 1989), online, http://www.americamagazine.org/reese/ec/ec-3fogarty.html.
33. Catholic episcopal support for the March on Washington was emblematic of
the situation. In 1964, King praised by name the Churches of Christ of the
U.SA, the American Baptist Convention, the United Presbyterian Church, as
well as the Lutheran and Methodist churches for "fully, enthusiastically," and
"of5cially" endorsing the march. Since the NCWC did not endorse the march
officially King simply acknowledged the statements of Cardinal Spellman and
the activity of Richard Cardinal Cushing of Boston; Martin Luther King Jr.,
W h y We Can't Wait (New York, 1964), 135.
34. A suffragan is a bishop of equal rank within a cluster of adjacent dioceses in
a geographical region or province. On Hallinan and civil rights, see Thomas
J. Shelley, PaulJ. HaUinan: First Amhbbhop of Atlanta (Wilmington, Del., 1989),
98230.
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gerous situations" King faced in fighting for civil rights legislation.
"We have you to thank," Hallinan wrote approvingly, "for your
Christian witness, your courage, and your nobility." Hallinan
seemed convinced that emulation of King ought to be the proper
Catholic response. "The nation, white and Negro, owes you a trib
ute, not so much of acclamation (for the Christian is not too concerned about that), but of following you in the Christian virtues
that your life exemplifies." "History will pay that tribute, even
though it may be clouded today."J5 For many American bishops,
including Archbishop Hurley of St. Augustine, the clouded atmosphere of social turmoil obstructed a clear and uniform policy on
endorsing "direct action." Caution, circumspection, and avoidance were the watchwords for many bishops.
Privately, Hurley described his caution about endorsing the St.
Augustine march to young Catholic seminarian who wrote to him
from an Ohio. "His Grace is not convinced," a Hurley secretary
explained, "that the Chicago Methods are best suited to solve the
century-old problems of relations between the races." To Hurley,
the Chicago-based NCCIJ's methods were no more than rabblerousing. "We wish to avoid the spectacular, the tumultuous, highly publicized demonstrations which leave everybody in a highly
emotional state," he explained to a seminarian, "and which generate more hate and condemnation than they cure." In marked contrast to King's methods, "we avoid inflamed words, but we seek to
abound in many acts of justice and goodwill."36 Regardless of
Hurley's wish for peace and low-key acts of justice, the times were
anything but ordinary. The St. Augustine demonstrations evolved
from non-violent civil disobedience to low-grade civil unrest, and
this posed a thorny problem for Florida Catholics.
35. Paul J. Hallinan to Dr. and Mrs. Martin Luther King, 22 June 1964, Martin
Luther King Jr. Papers, series I, box 12, folder 17, KCA. Another instance of

division within the hierarchy arose when Hallinan sought audience for King
with Pope Paul VI in September 1964. Hallinan wrote to the Papal Secretary
of State at the Vatican that King was "a man of deep faith, great courage, and
high moral caliber." At the same time, the influential Francis Cardinal
Spellman of New York worked to undermine the proposed audience at the
behest of FBI director J. Edgar Hoover, who thought that King was "a degenerate;" Paul J. Hallinan to Amleto G. Cardinal Cicognani, 4 September 1964,
Martin Luther King Jr. Papers, Series I, box 12, folder 17, KG% David J.
Garrow, The FBI and Martin Luther King, Jr.: Frm "Solo"to Memphis (New York,
1981), 121.
36. Hurley, quoted in Rev. Chancellor Inine Nugent to Steven Phelan, 5 May
1964, Civil Rights file, ADSA.
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While Hurley's hands were tied by Catholic canon law on the
issue of priestly participation in the demonstrations, so too were
they bound by Catholic theology in terms of Catholic public s u p
port for the marches. King's insistence on the participatory
Christian reconstruction of society clashed head-on with Roman
Catholic church-state theory grounded in the submission to civil
authorities. As the demonstrations in St. Augustine wound down,
King implored city fathers to acknowledge "that segregation is evil
and to take it upon themselves to rid St. Augustine of it," even if
that meant overturning local laws.37
For many Catholics, such a proposition was outrageous since,
in theological terms, civil law was "subordered" to divine law and
derivative of divine ordinance. Law-breaking was pregnant with
moral opprobrium precisely due to the mandate that civil law was
to approximate divine law as closely as possible. With King's forces
disrupting public order and encouraging arrest, it was difficult for
conservative Catholics to consider him a proper Christian, much
less a social prophet. When King exclaimed at the height of the
demonstrations that he wanted all St. Augustinians to join him, "if
necessary, in the St. John's County Jail," he cut to the core of
Catholic church-state submission.%
Hurley was baffled by King's philosophy of protest. "We consider bare legalities may be a delusion unless there is also good will
in the community," he replied. "Obey the law," he wrote in his
diary during the crisis of July, 1964. "Those who dislike the law
should go to the courts." "I'm for the Negro," he professed, "he is
a human being who has not yet been given his rights. He is looking for equality under the law. He has a right to fight for it. But
his hope is in the law. He defeats himself if he violates the law."39
Legalistic thinking was commonplace among early twentiethcentury U.S. Catholic bishops. Yet by the end of 1965, new waves
37. Paul Good, The Trouble I've &en: WhiteJmmlist/Blhck Movement (Washington,
D.C., 1975), 100.
38. Thomas T. Love, "The Two Principles of Roman Catholic Church-State
Relations,"E t h k 76 (October 1965): 58; David R Colburn, Racial Change and
Community Crisis: St. Augustine, J h i d u , 1877-1980 (NewYork, 1985), 95. For a
treatment of King as a socio-spiritual prophet, see Richard L. Deae, Martin
Luther King, Jr., Spirit-Led Pnghct: A Biography (NewYork, 2000);Cornel West,
The C m e l West Reader (New York, 1999), 35'7-59.
39. Joseph P. Hurley to Martin Luther King Jr. [telegram], 18 June 1964, Civil
Rights file; Personal Notebook, Hurley Administration Microfilm Collection,
reel 29, both in ADSA.
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of theological modernization began to upend such assessments.
During the Second Vatican Council of the Catholic Church (196265), an updated theology emphasizing human rights and d e m e
cratic values was adopted. For Hurley, these changes were on the
near horizon, but during the "long, hot summer" of 1964, he
remained consigned to the old ways of thinking. King biographer
Taylor Branch described Hurley as recoiling "in genuine horror"
at the reforms of Vatican 1 1 . ~ ~
Church reform was not the only movement that held horrors
for Catholic bishops during the 1960s. International communism,
a bogeyman of fear for many post-war Catholics, began to meld
with public thinking on race issues. To Catholics, socially disrup
tive civil rights methods were often indistinguishable from communist-inspired tactics. Historian Michael Kazin has argued that,
during the Cold War, the U.S. Catholic Church 'constituted the
largest and best financed-as well as most uncompromising-battalion in the anticommunist movement."41 Many post-World War
I1 Catholics were convinced by Soviet moves in the predominantly
Catholic countries of Eastern Europe that "Godless communism"
needed to be rolled back. Catholic faith quickly merged with a
new patriotic Americanism based in anti-communist fervor.
Even progressive Catholics recognized that Catholic anticommunist religious symbolism had taken its toll on the civil rights
movement, particularly the public's association of the term "agitator" with creeping communism. "Many white southerners," the
NCCJJ opined in 1961, "believe that the new militancy of Negroes
is caused by Northern or outside agitators." While the progressive
NCCIJ regarded the characterization as "nonsense," it was d=cult
for mainstream Catholics to view the claim as false when just three
years earlier, the U.S. bishops "prayed" that conscientious
Americans would eventually "seize the mantle of leadership [on
race issues] from the agitator and the racist." Hurley was convinced that in St. Augustine "massive nonviolence would precipi40. Personal Notebook; Branch, RUar of Fire, 35. This characterization differs
greatly from that of another historian, who has written that Archbishop
Hurley was "quick to obey"Vatican mandates on liturgical reform; MichaelJ.
McNally, Catholic Parish Life m Rmi& s' Wwt Coast, 1860-1968 (St. Petersburg,
Fla., 1996), 339.
41. Michael Kazin, The Populist Pmuasion: An Ammkan Histmy (New York, 1995),
174; John E. Haynes, Red Scare or Red Menace? American CommunLm and
Anticommunism in the Cold War Era (Chicago, 1996), 95.
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tate a crisis of violence" on the part of whites. He believed that
King was fomenting violence deliberately in order to generate
media coverage and chart further progress for his movement.'*
Compounding matters for King in St. Augustine was
Archbishop Hurley's dread fear of communism. Just three years
after the march in St. Augustine, fellow Catholic, writer, and conservative luminary William F. Buckley Jr. eulogized the Florida
archbishop succinctly, pointing out that since "he knew its potential for eviln first-hand, Hurley ranked "among the most adamant
and outspoken critics of Communism in the United state^."^^ But
Hurley's antixommunist notoriety was unknown to civil rights
leadership, perhaps because much of his activity was carried out
behind-the-scenes.
From 1950 to 1965, the U.S. bishops released a series of public documents through the NCWC known as "persecution statements." These statements highlighted communist repression of
Catholicism worldwide and encouraged prayer for Catholics
behind the Iron Curtain. Unbeknownst to all but a handful of
powerful bishops, Hurley ghost-wrote all the NCWC's persecution
statements in which he often referred to communists as the "enemies of Christwand communism as the "new Barbarism." In St.
Augustine, local citizens clamored that "outside agitatorsn were
conducting the Freedom Rides, sit-ins, and marches. These were
trademark tactics of communist social disruption, methods Hurley
42. StephenJ. Wright, "The New Negro in the New South," in The New Negro, ed.
Matthew Ahmann (Notre Dame, Ind., 1961), 11; Hugh J. Nolan, ed., Pastoral
L&m of the Ammican Hierarchy (Huntington, Ind., 1971), 510. Hurley seems
to have been influenced on this score by a speech delivered in Congress by
Mississippi Senator John C. Stennis in April 1964, "The Civil Rights Bill-A
100 Billion $ Blackjack?," Hurley Papers, Civil Rights/Segregation file, ADSA.
Stennis failed to take a pru-civil rights stand during the 1960s; "A Tribute to
Senator John C. Stennis," John C. Stennis Institute of Government,
Mississippi State University, online, http://www.sig.msstate.edu/
mainpage.fwx?read=-ODNOYAI6C.
43. "Archbishop Joseph P. Hurley, RIP," National Review 19 (November 1967):
1251. In what amounted to a parallel career, Hurley compiled an impressive
record as a Vatican diplomat &om 1926 to1950. In October 1945, he was
named papal regent ad intm'rn to Yugoslavia. From Belgrade he chronicled
MarshallJosip Broz Tito's brutal repression of the Catholic Church. He experienced the murder of priests and beatings of bishops by communist thugs.
In 1946, Hurley was the target of a tear gas grenade attack while presiding at
Mass in Ljubljana; Report of T. J. Hohenthal, U.S. Consul (Zagreb) to
Secretary of State, 31 December 1946,Myron C. Taylor Papers, RG 59, box 28,
file 760.050, United States National Archives, Archives 11, College Park, Md.
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once described in a persecution statement as "calculated confusion."@
By the early 1960s, Hurley concluded that even Christian leaders such as King were susceptible to co-option by the communists.
"Above all," he wrote in an open letter to Florida Catholics "we
must be on guard against the wolves in sheep's clothing, against
that particular class of subversive who seeks to penetrate State and
Church under the guise of either patriotism or piety."45 Suspicion
of "subversive penetration," particularly under the pretext of piety,
reached its height exactly at the time of the St. Augustine demonstrations.
Revelations of King's purported communist *liations were
leaked to columnist Joseph Alsop in April 1964, while on Capital
Hill FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover testified to "Communist influence within the civil rights movement." Alsop suggested that longtime rumors of King's communist connections were "acquiring
some color of truth," and that King was "almost certainly still
accepting Communist collaboration and advice." In St. Augustine,
just days before King's arrest, the local newspaper ran an advertised series of articles entitled "Communism in the Civil Rights
Movement." Rev. Billy James Hargis, the ultraconservative Bible
sensationalist and founder of the Christian Crusade, sanctioned
such assertions in a series of lectures at St. Augustine concurrent
with the SCLC demonstrations. Eerily echoing Archbishop
Hurley, Hargis warned against "the danger of internal Communist
~ubversion."~~
While both the NAACP and the SCLC were aware of Hargis's
anticommunist bombast, they were completely unaware that
Hurley's thinking had begun to take similar shape. In a glaring

44. "Peter in Chains," in Nolan, ed., Pastoral Letters, 4'72; Hurley, typewritten draft
with handwritten corrections, ADSA.
45. Joseph P. Hurley to Pastors of the Diocese, The Rmida Catholic, 28 June 1960.
46. David J. Garrow, Bearing the Cross: Martin Luther King and the S o u t h Christian
Leudership C m f m (New York, 1986), 321-22; Joseph Alsop, "An Unhappy
Secret," Wmhington Post, 15 April 1964, "Right Wing Stirs Strife in Florida,"
N m Yonk T i m , 14 June 1964; 8 August, 1964. Hargis became preoccupied
with the threat that communism posed to Christianity shortly after his ordination to ministry in the Disciples of Christ in 1943. In 1953, he garnered
worldwide notoriety for a caper whereby he floated baskets of Bibles attached
to hot air balloons behind the Iron Curtain. He was one of the first public
figures to allege communist influence in the Civil Rights movement in
Unmasking Martin Luther King JF., The Deceivm (Tulsa, OMa., 1960).
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strategic misstep, the NCCIJ noticed that Hurley spent five years as
a Vatican diplomat in communist Yugoslavia and concluded that he
might be sympathetic to the "applied social justice" component of
communism. Tragically, they decided to ground their appeal to
Hurley for a meeting with King in terms of communal social justice
The move illustrates the vast disconnect between more lib
era1 Catholics who were in favor of civil disobedience and those of a
more conservative stripe who wished to maintain the status quo.
Only a handful of progressive Catholic bishops in the South
understood that integration was axiomatic for Christians, regardless of both canon law and communism. These minority bishops
knew the battle would be difficult. "I remember being almost
ostracized," Atlanta Archbishop Paul Hallinan wrote in 1963, "for
saying that the day would come when whites would look back and
earnestly wish that they had done business with Martin Luther
King."" Since Hallinan and others exercised no authority over
Catholics in St. Augustine, it would take the pressure of President
Lyndon B. Johnson to catalyze change.
The U.S. Civil Right Act of 1964 was signed within weeks of
King's arrest in St. Augustine. "It may be that we would not have
had a Civil Rights Act without St. Augustine," Andrew Young has
suggested, "if it hadn't provided a vivid reminder of the injustices
the bill was designed to address." In late June, King departed the
city with assurances from Governor Farris Bryant that a bi-racial
committee would monitor integration and civil rights. "It represented a degree of progress," King wrote shortly after saying goodbye to the Ancient City, "And I said to myself maybe St. Augustine
is now coming to terms with its cons~ience."~~

47. National Association for the Advancement of Colored People Administrative
File, Subject File: Billy James Hargis, 1962-64 (Eethesda, Md., 1997), microfilm, Series B, reel 22; Jack S i o n , undated notes, NCClJ Records, box 3, St.

Augustine file, MUA.
48. Shelley, PaulJ HaUinan, 332 n 22. In the South, the bishops of the Atlanta

Province (excluding Archbishop Hurley) formulated their forward-thinking
uPentecostStatement" in June 1965. The statement flatly decried racial strife
and condemned racial discrimination as contrary to Christian thinking and
action; Archbishop Paul J. Hallinan, Bishop Vincent S. Waters, Bishop
Thomas J. McDonough, Bishop Coleman F. Carroll, Bishop Ernest L.
Unterkoefler, and Bishop Charles B. McLaughlin, The GeorgM BuUetin,online,
http://www.georgiabuIletin.org/local/l96/O3/b/,
49. Young, An Easy Burden, 297; Martin Luther King Jr., The Aukhgraphy 4
Martin L u t k King; Jf., ed. Clayborne Carson (NewYork, 1998),242.
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King's wish was difficult for some in St. Augustine to accept.
Even in the wake of the Civil Rights Act and legalized integration,
the city found it painful to move forward in good conscience.
On the fourth of July, some two hundred robed Klansmen
paraded through the town square, in front of St. Augustine's venerable cathedral. Six days later, a group of white segregationists
picketed the integrated motels and restaurants. Hurley's disap
proval of King's movement was manifested on 8 September 1965,
the 400th anniversary of the first Catholic Mass offered in the
United States. That morning, an integrated group of activists
picketed in front of the Cathedral. "We have always treated the
negroes as equals," the Archbishop wrote, still frustrated with
King's non-violent direct action tactics; "What offends them is that
some of them want special treatment, and some want us to treat
them as n i g g e r ~ . " ~ ~
There was no way that King could have been aware of ethnic
prejudice within the ranks of the Catholic episcopacy, in St.
Augustine or elsewhere in the United States. The march in St.
Augustine left him flustered about Catholic intentions. Coming
on the heels of Catholic participation in the March on
Washington, by the time he got to St. Augustine King was perhaps
too comfortable in thinking that "the social inertia and reaction
that beset so many Catholics" had been thrown off.51 S t Augustine
disabused him of that notion.
In late 1964, he publicly expressed his "humiliation at the failure of organized religion to support the cause of justice." While
addressing a closeddoor gathering of Chicago priests and nuns in
1965, he reportedly confessed that his harsh criticisms of the
"White Churches" in his famous "Letter from a Birmingham Jail"
were aimed at "priests and ministers" who "mouthed pious irrele-

50. Notebook, Hurley Administration Microfilm Collection, reel 29, ADSA. In
1965, sociologist of religion Alfred 0.Hero Jr. reported that Catholics from
northern industrial states who settled in north Florida for long periods of
time became susceptible to considering African Americans "naturallyinferior." Long-time northern settlers like Bishop Hurley were usually more conservative than their Protestant counterparts on issues of race, trade unions,
and world affairs. "Some former Northerners, Catholic and otherwise, have
become even more racist than most native white Southerners;" Alfred 0.
Hero,Jr. The S o u t h and World Aflairs (Baton Rouge, La., 1965), 457.
51. The Papers of Martin Luther King, Jr., ed. Clayborne Carson, 14 vols. (Berkeley,
Calif., 1997), 3: 438.
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vancies while their brothers in Christ were ground into dust.n52
Presumably, since he singled-out priests in his remarks, King had
the tumultuous Florida experience in the back of his mind when
he voiced these frustrations to the audience. For King, St.
Augustine represented a valiant public attempt to harmonize
Catholic leadership with the Christian aims of the SCLC.
Fortunately, the sentiment of Catholic resistance evident in
St. Augustine began to fade in other parts of the South. In March
1965, the SCLC reached a breakthrough vis-i-vis Roman Catholic
participation in civil rights activities. The demonstrations at
Selma, Alabama, in March 1965 marked what Cyprian Davis called
an 'outpouring of priests and religiousnto march nonviolently 'at
the request of Martin Luther King,Jr." The contribution of priests
and nuns at Selma was "significant," according to one historian,
accounting for more than 15 percent of religious demonstrat~rs.~~
This was a decided shift from St. Augustine.
In his excellent study of Catholic participation at Selma, historian Gregory N. Hite called the efforts of the NCCJJ "both effective and precedent shattering." One of the overlooked "precedent
shattering" moves of the Selma mobilization was the extent to
which the SCLC and the NCCJJ effectively side-stepped local episcopal control of Catholic demonstrators. First, rather than
approach the Diocese of Mobile and its bishop, Thomas Joseph
Toolen, for permission to operate in the diocese, NCCIJ operatives
simply flew to Selma and opened up a temporary office to coordinate matters on their own. Second, instead of trying to recruit
local Catholics for the demonstrations-a tactic that Hurley's
order had undermined in St. Augustine-the NCCIJ arranged for
chartered aircraft to fly in demonstrators from Northern cities.
Another diversionary tactic employed by the NCCIJ at Selma was
that most clerical and religious demonstrators were drafted from
religious orders, college campus ministries, and seminaries-structures which were not directly linked to a bishop. Finally, there is

52. Rev. John Jones, "Priests, Sisters, and Martin Luther King," Community 25
(October 1965): 5.
53. Cyprian Davis, "God of Our Weary Years: Black Catholics in American
Catholic History,"in Taking Down Our Harps: Black Catholics in the United States,
ed. Diana L. Hayes and Cyprian Davis (Maryknoll, N.Y., 1998), 39; James F.
Findlay Jr., Church Pmpk in thc Strug&: The National Council of C h u r c h and the
Black Fnedom M m m t , 19561970 (New York, 1993), 57.
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some evidence to suggest that during the Selma march, civil rightsminded priests either ignored or ran evasive maneuvers around
obtaining Archbishop Toolen's permission.54
All of this activity indicates that, after St. Augustine, Catholic
activists were much more aware of the power the local bishop
could bring to bear in stifling Catholic participation in civil rights
marches. St. Augustine alerted Catholic lay activists as well as progressive priests and nuns that canon law, inflexible theology, and
the specter of communism created a climate of extreme caution
and disapproval on the part of some bishops. The experience in
St. Augustine emboldened Catholics to circumvent more conservative bishops and move ahead alongside King. While the opportunity for Catholic crisis mediation was not the same in Selma as it
was in St. Augustine, Selma ultimately signaled "that the Catholic
church was prepared to take its place among mainstream denominations as an equal partner in the struggle for social justice.* For
both progressive Catholics and Martin Luther King Jr., the elements of this transformation were shaped in St. Augustine.

54. Gregory Nelson Hite, "The Hottest Places in Hell: The Catholic Church and
Civil Rights in Selma, Alabama, 1937-1965"(Ph.D. diss.,University ofVirginia,
2002), 280-89.
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The Koreshan Communitarians'
Papers and Publications in Estero, 18941963
by Irvin D.S. Winsboro

T

he Koreshan Unity settlement in Estero is one of Florida's
most interesting yet largely under-researched chapters of
history. Organized by the mystical Cyrus Teed, the
Koreshans created at the turn of the twentieth century one of
Florida's few self-sustaining communal societies. The original
Koreshans are gone now, but their heritage lives on in the form of
the Koreshan State Historic Site in Estero, reminding over fifty
thousand annual visitors of one of Florida's unique historical
episodes. In particular, the Koreshans' leading economic enterprises-their
publishing ventures-reflected the crux of the
Koreshan experience in Florida. Their extant literature and disparate archived documents represent a rich and largely untapped
legacy for researchers interested in pursuing this significant aspect
of state and national historyryl

Ixvin D.S. Winsboro is professor of History, African American Studies, and
Southwest Florida Studies at Florida Gulf Coast University. He wishes to thank
William H. Grace, descendent of Koreshan families, the late Jo Bigelow, former
president of the Koreshan Unity Foundation, Inc., and Joe Knetsch, Ronald L.
Lewis, Dave Mock, and the staff of the Koreshan State Historical Site for their assistance in the completion of this article.
1. Although the Koreshans represent one of a handful of communal experiments in Florida, scant historical attention has been given to the srate's communal (or Utopian) settlements. Regarding the absence of communal
societies in the literature, see, for example, Charlton W. Tebeau and William
Marina, A History of lGwida (Coral Gables, Fla., 1999); Michael Cannon,
Flo7ida: A Short Histmy (Gainesville,Fla., 1993); and idem, ed., The New Histmy
of Horkih (Gainesville, Ha., 1996).
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In the mid-1880s, religious visionary and itinerant philosopher
Cyrus Teed founded the Koreshan Unity communal home in
The colony of 110 followers took its name from
Chicago, ~llinois.~
"Koresh," the Biblical translation of Cyrus, and centered its
"Koreshanity" beliefs on religious freedom, the biunity of God,
reincarnation, celibacy, the geodetic theory (or the hollow earth
theory), utopian socialism, economic self-sufficiency, "equity" for
women, and the "immutable truthsn of ancient Christian communal living. Rather than equality, the Koreshans believed in equity
for their large female membership because they recognized and
celebrated the individuality of people and their skills, and felt that
enforcing equality meant creating uniformity. Affiliated Koreshan
"study groupsn appeared in San Francisco, Portland, Baltimore,
and Lynn and Springfield, Massachusetts. They numbered, by
Teed's reckoning, "thousands" of devotee^.^
Teed believed that his movement required room to grow and
that the membership needed haven from the ridicule and prejudice of his neighbors. Following a selfdefined "mystical experience," Teed told his followers that God had ordained him to build
a New Jerusalem, a thriving commercial community of some ten
million inhabitants. In order to escape the critical eye of the more
populous North, Teed eventually selected a location in the "wilds"
of south Florida near present-day Estero Bay. Upon inspection,
Teed considered the site ideal because of its access to major waterways and its remote location some fifteen miles south of the county seat, the small catfle town of Fort Myers.
With plans for such a large number of followers, the layout of
New Jerusalem proved ambitious. The shape of the city was to be
octagonal: its center was to be a thirty-six-square-mile grid of
streets and avenues. The central feature of the square was to be a
temple celebrating 'the great fame of the Koreshans." New
Jerusalem's expansion would draw worldwide maritime commerce
and industry, centered at Estero Bay adjacent to the Gulf of
Mexico. Teed's vision included a trans-Florida canal to promote
worldwide shipping to and through his New Jerusalem. Utilizing
2.

3.

Claude J. Rahn, "SomeBrief Phases of Koreshan Universology,"The Amnican
EagEG 45 (March 1967): 7; Elliott J. Mackle, "The Koreshan Unity in Florida,
1894-1910" (M.A.thesis, University of Miami, 1971), 17.
William Alfred Hinds, American Communith and co-opmatiye Colunies (Chicago,
1908), 482-85, for a discussion of "Koreshanity."Teed's claim of "thousands"
of followers is probably exaggerated
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these networks of trade, the community would surely prosper and
become the center of a new world order, or so Teed persuaded
hundreds of followers who relocated with him to Lee County at the
turn-of-thecentury. Teed's charismatic leadership proved the
fountainhead for such ideas and associated practices until his
death in 1908, after which the Koreshan compound of some 300
persons and their outlying holdings of some 7,500 acres (incorporated in 1904 as the municipality of Estero) began a steady decline
in membership, activities, and outreach programs, especially its
once-flourishing publishing ventures4
As the Koreshan Unity's central business practice and official
organ, the Guiding Star Publishing House became the primary
source of Koreshan proselytizing efforts and of written material
about its south Florida colony. In the words of the Koreshans:
"These books, pamphlets, and tracts are designed to present some
of the fundamental principles and brief expositions of Koreshan
Science, which is entirely different from all other cults in its interpretation of the laws and phenomena of the universe, and in the
revelation of the character and relation of God and man."
Eventually, with offices in San Francisco and Allegheny,
Pennsylvania, the press produced a variety of literature, including
over thirty-five pamphlets, tracts, leaflets, charts, and books such as
The Cellular Cosmogony: Or T h Earth as a Concave Sphere, T h Mystery
of the Gentiles,The Immortal Manhood, and The Great Red Dragon. Its
periodicals included The Guiding Star, The Flaming Swmd, The
Plowshare and Pruning Hook, The Salvatm and Scientist, and later its
longest running and most widely circulated publication, The
A men'can Eaghe5
Although these pamphlets, newspapers, and magazines were
essentially in-house publications enunciating Koreshan ideals, the
articles and advertisements printed in them clearly reflected the
Koreshans' linkages to secular events as well as to their own metaphysical belief^.^ In particular, the publishing enterprises reenforced three facets of Koreshan ideology: communitarianism,

4.

5.
6.

"Dr.Cyrus Teed Dead-Has Passed Away and Is No More,"Fint Myers h s , 24
December 1908; Sara Weber Rea, The K m h a n Story (Estero, Fla., 1994), 5572; Hinds, Ammican Communities, 471-85.
"KoreshanLiterature," The $laming Sword 56 (January1942): 1 1.
The Elaming Swmd 14 (1900);The SaEvator and Scientist 1 (September 1895); 7Yae
Plowshare and Pruning Hook 1 (1 May 1891); Rea, The Koreshan Story,811 .
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I

Estero in early twentiethcenturyLee County, Fla. Courtesy ofJoe Knetsch, TaUaharsee,

&.

commercial socialism, and equity for women. The publishing ventures functioned as a vibrant "voice" of the Koreshans and reflected their practices and beliefs for many decades. For historians, the
papers and literature produced in Estero provide some of the best
firsthand accounts of life in early twentieth-century Florida, as well
as some of the period's most essential demographic, economic,
and political data. How the press began and relocated to the Gulf
region represents an interesting and largely ignored chapter in
Florida history.
In 1880, Cyrus Teed unsuccessfully attempted to establish a
Koreshan enclave in Moravia, New York. In 1884, he made a second attempt in New York City. The following year a tabloid publication called The Guiding Star became the Koreshans' new voice to
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1
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equity commissioner, James Bubbett, Henry D. Silverfriend, and
Charles N. Greenfield controlled a majority of the press stock, valued at some $20,000. Bubbett and Silverfriend later became
deeply involved in the operations of the Guiding Star Publishing
House when it relocated to Estero.lo
The Flaming Sword newspaper remained the organization's
major publication for Koreshan Universology and secular develop
ments for decades. Like other Koreshan Unity's publications, it
remained basically an in-housejournal, but the writings and advertisements it contained revealed an awareness of, and sometimes
even active involvement in, the larger social, economic, and political issues of the day. Usually written by Dr. Teed himself, the lead
articles covered the first two or three pages of the issue and sometimes consisted of as many as fourteen parts serialized throughout
ensuing issues. In a typical 1890 issue of Thc F[oming Sword, the
front page contained the beginning of a long article on biblical
and philosophical matters. Such disquisitions typified the front
pages of this and other Koreshan periodicals.
Teed's equally ubiquitous "Editorial Perspective," usually two
and one-half pages in length, in The Flaming Sword reflected his
ideas on varied topics, many of which centered on controversial
social and political issues and on the planned New Jerusalem. This
was generally followed by a section of challenges and answers,
called "Editorial Discussions and Miscellany," which included
sprightly exchanges between the general public and the editors of
the paper regarding the nature and impact of Koreshanity. The
Ikming Swmd frequently contained short selections from different
newspapers across the country, although they generally appeared
as ephemeral matter to the lead stories."
Other columns included a listing of The fiming Swords
exchanges. These were instances in which articles appeared in
other newspapers, measurably increasing interest in and readership of Koreshan literature. One or two pages of advertisements
informed readers of the Guiding Star Publishing House's other
publications. Advertisements also touted products of Koreshan
10. Company Formation Record, Daily Englewood Company, July 16, 1897,
KUA/COL; The Guiding Star 1 (1886), 2 (1888);fimang Sward, inaugural issue
(30 November 1889);Robert Lynn Rainard, "In the Name of Humanity: The
Koreshan Unity" (MA. thesis, University of South Florida, 1974), 19.
1I. The fiming Swmd 15 (7 December 1900-3 May 1901 ) ; indexes of The Flaming
Sword 15 (7 December 1901-3 May 1901), KUA/COL.
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communicate their ideas to the world. Teed launched The Guiding
Star at "Room 55 Central Music Hall, Chicago." Shaped like a Pamphlet, The Guiding Starwas unusual for its number of articles about
faith-healing. Later, as Koreshan beliefs evolved, the Unity printed fewer articles on cosmogony, choosing instead to emphasize
such issues as social equity for women and blacks and discussions
about how to create and manage successful businesses.'
Founded in 1888, The Guiding Star Publishing House itself is
first mentioned in Volume 2 of The Guiding Star. It appears to have
paralleled and eventually supplanted another Koreshan printing
enterprise, the Daily Englewood Company? Over the many years
of its existence, the Guiding Star Publishing House sustained both
the spiritual and secular lifeblood of the Koreshan Unity and
recorded its evolving experiences. It also produced voluminous literature on the Koreshans, their leader, and their interwoven
brand of religious and secular views known as the Koreshan
"Universology."
On May 8, 1897, the Daily Englewood Company (taking its
name from Englewood Avenue) incorporated in Chicago under
the laws of Illinois. The company was to "engage in printing, p u b
lishing, binding, etching, stereotyping, and engraving. . . and dealing in periodicals and in the general business of distributing and
circulating all sorts of printed matter and literature." Besides p u b
lishing T h Guiding Star (which The f i m i n g Swmd replaced in
1889),the Koreshan facilities in Illinois turned out general custom
printing. The Koreshans considered "Pamphlet Work a Specialty,"
but they also bound and rebound books.g Although Eveline
Bubbett served as manager and Berthaldine Boomer served as an
7.

8.
9.

The first issue of The Guiding Star contained no fewer than six articles about
the related fields of faith healing, mental science, and Christian science. At
twenty-four pages, the initial issue of 7 k Guiding Starwas not small in length.
It was small in dimensions: the first issue measured nine inches tall by six
inches wide; The Guiding Star 1 (1886). Issues of The Flaming Sword contain
nearly no reference to faith healing, mental science, or Christian science. See
The Fkrming Sword indexes (incomplete), Koreshan Unity Foundation
Archives, College of Life Foundation, Inc., Estero, Fla. (hereafter
KUA/COL); Rea, The Kareshan Story, 4 5 .
Kenneth Edwin Anderson, "The A k a n Eagle: A Unique Florida Weekly
Newspaper" (MA. thesis, University of Florida, 1970), 13.
Articles of Incorporation, State of Illinois, Cook County, 8 May 1897;
Company Formation Record, Daily Englewood Company, 16July 1897, both
in KUA/COL; The Guiding Star 1 (1886); advertisement, The Fihming Sword 9
(May 1896).
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Dr. Cyrus R Teed, aka. Koresh, stands beside a tarpon. C o u Of~ the #hi&
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businesses or announced the date and time of Cyrus Teed's lectures. Still other columns concerned railroad schedules and other
worldly news. After relocation to south Florida, the Koreshan
faithful meticulously hand-collected back and current issues of The
Flaming Sword and other of its publications in a bindery located at
its Estero compound.
The FZaming Sword's companion publication, The Plowshare and
Pruning Hook, issued from the press on May 1, 1891. Typical of
Koreshan literature, The Plowshare and Pruning Hook remained an
in-house newsletter, presenting Koreshan ideology as well as the
Unity's interpretations of contemporary events, especially labor
issues. Publishing at the San Francisco communal home ceased in
November of 1891, when Teed closed the West Coast commune
and shifted the printing operation to Chicago. Another Koreshan
Unity branch opened in Allegheny, Pennsylvania, and published
the first issue of The Salvator and Scientist. This small magazine
dealt with the geodetic, or hollow earth, theory which claimed the
earth to be a hollow sphere in which all humanity eventually
reposed. This branch of the publishing house would also relocate
to Chicago.12 The Salvator and Scimtist was short-lived, however,
and The Plowshare and the PruningHuok and The Flaming Sword continued as the Guiding Star Publishing House's two noteworthy
achievements.
Unlike The Naming Sword, which discussed an array of
Koreshan beliefs, The Plowshare and Pruning Hook printed only matters concerning labor issues and developments of the late nineteenth century. The paper defined its mission "to lay bare the
hideous baseness of the so-called political economy at present in
vogue" and assured readers that "we shall not be oblivious to the
retaliating but iniquitous tactics of the Trades-Union laborer."
Articles in this and other Koreshan periodicals made it clear that
the Unity paid attention to "workers' equity" issues on a national
and even international scale.13 Yet, labor issues paled in comparison to the social issues which so preoccupied the energies of the
Guiding Star Publishing House's governing board. By the late

12. The Salvatm and Scientist 1 (September 1895); The Plowshare and Pruning Hook
1 (1 May 1891), 1 (14 November 1891)
13. C.J. McLaughlin, "TheMission of this Paper," The Plowshare and Auning Hook
1 (1 May 1891); "The Czar Admits His Responsibility for a Great Outrage,"
The Plowshare and Auning Hook 1 (1 August 1891).
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1890s, the board decided to cease printing The Plowshare and
Pruning Hook, The Guiding Star, and its other lesser vehicles.
Only The Floming Sword remained active. It appeared as a
weekly tabloid through the Estero experiment until the Koreshans
reconfigured it as a monthly magazine in 1906. Today, these
bound volumes, distributed in various holdings, archives, and
libraries, represent one of the richest sources of the Koreshan
experiences.14 They are sought after by both generalists and specialists in communitarian studies and scholars interested in the
larger contributions of the Koreshans to the nation's social and
political thought at the turn of the century. Indeed, these volumes
provide a fertile ground for primary research into an aspect of
Florida history that has now captured wide attention.
While its periodicals decreased in number, the Guiding Star
Publishing House continued to print books. In October 1898, it
produced perhaps its most significant non-periodical, The CeUuZar
Cosmogony. At about 230 pages, this book described experiments
by the Koreshan-sponsored "Geodetic Survey Team* carried out
on Naples Beach in 1897 in order to prove the hollow earth theory. Although Cyrus Teed purportedly wrote most of this work,
information by other noted Koreshan authors such as Ella M.
Castle also appeared in it. The tract was based on research carried
out by Professor Ulysses Grant Morrow, head of the Geodetic
Team which used an elongated accordion yardstick, called a rectilineater, to measure the earth's curvature over a distance of six
miles along the beach.15 Although less than scientific in nature
and execution, the team's findings ostensibly served to prove
Teed's hollow earth theory and provided the Koreshans with evidence to tout their pseudo-scientific beliefs to the world.
Besides its books and newspapers, the publishing house printed numerous other materials, including brain charts, song books,
schedules for the numerous Koreshan festivals, arts and industrial
shows, concerts and exhibitions, and special pamphlets concern14. Rea, The Koreshun S t q , 10; The fiming S w d 14 ( 1900); The Flaming Sword
Indexes, 18841912, KUA/COL. The KUA/COL collection of bound volumes of The Flaming Sword spans almost the entire time the publication was
printed. The Foundation also had bound volumes of The Guiding Star, The
Plowshare and h n i n g Hook, and Thc Ametican Eagle at the time of research for
this study.
15. See "Chat with Readers. The New Book is Readyl" The Flaming Swwd 12 (7
October 1898); Koresh (Cyrus Teed), The CeUular Cosmogony: Or the Earth a
Concave S p k (1899; reprint, Estero, Fla., 1988).
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ing Koreshan ideals, such as reincarnation and the hollow earth
theory. The Koreshans also printed the works of Swedish mystic
and religious writer, Emanuel Swedenborg, whose writings influenced Teed's metaphysics and his desire to relocate from the
urban North to a remote southern site like ~ s t e r 0 . l ~
By the time that the Koreshans moved en masse to southwest
Florida in the early twentieth century, Teed had claimed celestial
right to all matters of leadership. In order to spread the Bible's
revelations and his own, Teed accelerated recruitment through
both the spoken and written word. Hence, the Koreshans expanded their emphasis on publishing and disseminating informational
and proselytizing literature. As the south Florida commune grew
to be the largest and only permanent Koreshan compound, Teed
decided to move the publishing house and its myriad ventures and
records to the backwaters of Lee County in 1903.17
That year an article in The I;laming Sword predicted that publishing would take root in the southwest Florida commune within two to
three months, but seven months actually elapsed before the presses
of the newly incorporated Guiding Star Publishing House resumed
operation. During that time, the print shop's six presses, folders,
cutters, machinery, and a sixty-horsepower boiler and engine were
disassembled into thousands of pieces, loaded onto railroad cars,
and shipped to Punta Gorda, Florida, where they were reloaded
onto a series of progressively smaller boats in preparation for their
long water transport to Estero. A massive two-story 38' x 70' print
shop constructed fiom local heart-pine housed the reassembled
printing equipment at the center of the Koreshan compound. In
early 1904, the Unity added another $10,000 worth of printing
machinery, including some cylinder-powered presses and various
assortments of type.18 The new printing equipment helped the
16. The author surveyed miscellaneous issues of The Guiding Star, The FZuming
Sword, The Plowshare and Runing Hook, Salvator and Scimtist, and TheAmerican
EagZe for information on Koreshan publications;Ella M. Castle, Koreshan Songs
(Chicago Beth-Ophrah, Ill., 1897); advertisement, The a m i n g Sword 14 (27
April 1900); Koresh, "The Illumination of Koresh. Marvelous Experience of
the Great Alchemist at Utica, New York,"n-d., pamphlet, KUA/COL. Koresh
was Cyrus Teed's pen name. It is the classic Hebrew translation of Cyrus.
17. Company Formation Record, Daily Englewood Company, 16 July 1897;
Company Name Change document, loose-leaf folder, both in KUA/COL;
Rea, Korahan Story, 19-20.
18. Certif1cat.eof Meeting to Organize, State of Illinois, Cook County, 19 Januaq
1903; Treasurer's Report, The Guiding Star Publishing House, Inc. (successor to the Daily Englewood Company), 1 February 1904, both in KUA/COL.
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Unity expand publications and catapulted publishing into one of
the community's essential and most far-flung businesses.
The Flaming Swmd, which the organization re-established and
expanded in Estero as part of its printing priorities, remained fourteen pages long until it became a monthly publication in 1906.
Afterward, The Flaming Swmd doubled its pagination.lg At about
the same time, Teed prodded the Guiding Star Publishing House
to begin printing a new and more politicized newsletter, The
Ammican Eagle, which continued in print in various forms through
the 1990~.~*
Motivated in large part by Teed's desire to defeat local
Bourbon Democrats, The American Eagle at first centered its stories
on Koreshan political views but quickly extended coverage to Lee
County and national issues, such as south Florida's transportation
development, citrus and tourist industries, and even more mundane yet newsworthy items as railroad and boat schedules. The
Koreshan settlers took such pride in the publishing enterprise that
they wrote of it as "the best equipped" press room of the era. A
Koreshan pamphlet called the structure "one of the best printing
and binding establishments in the state."21 Indeed, the Guiding
Star Publishing House in Estero included state-of-the-art equip
ment, including modern photographic and engraving equipment
and dark room facilities that possibly matched or surpassed any
publishing venture in Florida.
Evelyn Bubbett managed a staff of twenty-five people who ran
the printing press. The Koreshan belief in equity of women
allowed more of the females at the commune to hold positions of
responsibility in the industrial park than women tended to have in
other small Florida towns like Fort Myers, Naples, and Miami. For
19. "Our Last Issue in Chicago," The Flaming Sword 18 (14 June 1904); Ulysses
Grant Morrow, "TheOpen Court of Inquiry. Review of Our Work in Florida.
The Great Task of Removal from Chicago Successfully Accomplished," The
naming Sword 18 (26 November 1904); "Publisher's Announcements.
Important Matter Concerning The Flaming Sword in Florida," The EZaming
S w d 17 (16 October 1903); The fiming Swwd 2 1 (15 January 1907); The
Flaming S w d indexes, KUA/COL.
20. Long-time editor Allen H. Andrew presented a useful Koreshan account of
the founding of The American Ea& in his A Yank Pivneer in Florida: Recounting
the Adventurn o f a City Chup Who Cam to the Wilds of South FImidu in the 1890's
and k i d to Ctaw Up W& the County (Jacksonville,Fla., 1950), 4348.
21. Rea, The Kmwhan Story,56; Rainard, "Inthe Name of Humanity," TheAmerican
Eagle, 7 June 1906, 7374; Koresh, and E.B. Webster, The Koreshan Unity: Cooperative (Estero, Fla., 1907), 37-38.
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example, in 1910, seven years after the Guiding Star Publishing
House had moved to Estero, women represented only about 14.7
percent of all workers involved in publishing and printing in
Florida. At the Koreshan Unity, women comprised 40.5 percent
(nine of the twenty workers in the print shop).22 While not
demonstrating true equality between the sexes (men held most of
the editorial and supervisory positions), the high percentage of
women working in printing did reflect the Koreshans' belief and
practice of allowing women "their vision of equity" in facets of
community life other than domesticity.
In 1908, the Koreshan's founder Cyrus Teed died of a chronic neurological
With his demise the Koreshan movement rapidly declined. Without the commanding presence of
their charismatic leader, Koreshan settlers began quarreling
among themselves over issues of succession and governance. The
divisive controversy over direction of the commune and a palpable
disenchantment of the younger followers over celibacy led many
recent converts to leave the community in a steady trickle of apostates. By the time the Great Depression settled on the United
States in the 1930s,about fifty of the original converts remained in
Estero. The number of "old guard" members continually dwindled until only four were left in a communal seniors' home by
1960. As the original membership was about to pass, the final president, German immigrant Hedwig Michel, sought to ensure the
historical memory of the Koreshans by negotiating with the State
of Florida to create a Koreshan State Historic Site on some of the
Unity's original lands. In 1961, the state officially added the
Koreshans' 305-acre gift to its state park system, thus ensuring the
institutionalization of the Koreshan legacy for generations to
come.
Even as these events transpired, however, the Guiding Star
Publishing house remained active and continued sporadic printing of The Flaming Sword and more routine printing of The American
Identification of Koreshan Unity Membership, Koreshan Unity Foundation,
KUA/COL (printed blue sheets, filled in with the members' name, occupation, age, and other data are listed, similar to a census); Anderson, "The
American Eagle,,"22, 20; Koresh and Webster, The Kmeshan Unity:Gopratzve,
38; Department of Commerce and Labor, Thirtenth Census of the United States,
Taken in the Year 1910: Abstract of the Census. Supplement for FZorida
(Washington, D.C., 1913), 644.
"A Resume of the Life of Dr. Cyrus Teed and Followers,"Fort Myers Press, 31
December 1908.
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Eagle, as well as leaflets and books. The Amen'can Eagle served as the
principal Koreshan publication through World War 11. Generally,
the paper published heavy doses of Unity canon, as well as usefbl
information on local, national, and international events.
Researchers can also glean much information about the region
and the era from the paper's advertisements which ranged from
the latest technological advancements (e.g., telephones, electricity, phonographs, and automobiles) to information about agricultural and industrial developments (e.g., bean crops, advanced
fertilizer, and figs as a "payin crop") and key transportation
improvements (e.g., introduction of steamer lines) to more mundane features of life (e.g., laundry sewices, banks, "Magnolia
Balm," and "Wilson Bros. Summer Underwear").
In retrospect, the paper so thoroughly covered the regional
events of southwest Florida that it arose as a major purveyor of
local news, views, and social and entertainment events. When possible, the press augmented its income-meager as it was-by j o b
bing outside works from non-~oreshans.~~
In this regard, the
Guiding Star Publishing House fulfilled a rather unusual and useful function for the region, while simultaneously providing outreach and income for the shrinking membership. The paper in
general provided a constant and rich source of Florida history
through the mid-twentieth century, when an unforeseen disaster
struck the once-flourishing community.
On February 15, 1949, Laurie Bubbett, whose father James
had been one of the original stockholders of the printing plant,
saw smoke spewing from the print shop. He rushed to quash the
fire and, in desperation, telephoned the Fort Myers fire department for help, but his efforts to save the building failed. The
heart-pine used in the publishing house's construction blazed
away like tinder. Intense heat from the fire quickly warped and
melted the Koreshans' printing presses and type. Stacks of publications, some bound, others awaiting binding, all disappeared in
flames. Perhaps even more appalling for the remaining Koreshans
was the loss of some of their business files which had been stored
in the building. The charred ruins of the press smoldered for

24. Richard S. Berrey, "The Koreshan Unity: An Economic History of a
Communistic Experiment in Floridan (M.A. thesis, University of Florida,
1928), 73.
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weeks.25 The economic and emotional stress of the fire on the
Koreshans lasted indefinitely.
The fiming Sword never resumed publication. Hedwig Michel
revived The Ammican Eagle in May 1965 in an attempt to keep the
"spirit" of the Koreshans alive. However, when The Ammican Eagle
resumed publication, its mission changed. Because the Unity
never rebuilt the once majestic publishing house, Michel now had
toj o h u t the paper to printers outside the reconstituted Koreshan
Unity, and later the Koreshan Unity Foundation, Inc., legal heir to
the Unity. Henceforth, the paper served as a historical tabloid,
always containing some information about the original Koreshans
and contemporary developments that affected the Koreshan heirs.
Although this newspaper as well as the CeUular Cosmgmy and a few
other publications remained in print, they were not printed in

ester^.^^
Today, the richest collection of Koreshan materials is housed
in the former Koreshan Unity Foundation, Inc., headquarters
building. The site, constructed in 1979, contained a vast array of
Koreshan and Koreshan-related paper, memoirs, records, pamphlets, books, and artifacts that Hedwig Michel collected and Jo
Bigelow (the last president of the Foundation) supervised until her
recent death. Upon Bigelow's death, Koreshan Unity Foundation,
Inc., passed into new, non-Koreshan leadership, the principals of
whom replaced the Koreshan Unity name with the name of Teed's
once-planned College of Life. While Bigelow allowed selected
researchers to mine the archives during her tenure (the author
being one of only two or three researchers to examine the archives
over the last fifteen years), the current leadership of the College of
Life Foundation, Inc., has sealed the archives pending its long-neglected inventorying and cataloging and proper disposition. For
researchers, access to these records and materials may remain elusive until the archives is opened to the public or relocated to
another institution.

25. L.M. Bubbett, "To Friends and Subscribers to The &laming Sword," 25 April
1949. This two-page circular details the fire that destroyed the print shop.
The fire was considered "of unidentified originn;Rea, The Koreshan Stmy, 5759.
26. The last issues of TheAmerican Eagle that were printed before the fire were volume 43, no. 38 (6January 1949) and volume 43, no. 39 (13 January 1949);
see, "PhoenixOut of the Ashes," The American Eagla 44 (1 May 1965).

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1

72

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 83, Number 2

Koreshan printing hoHistoldt site, E s h , fi.

ulat burned down in 1349.

W

U

~

of JK m h u n State

~

Even so, Koreshan primary materials are widely available
through other venues. Prior to ferreting out these disparate
sources, however, researchers should review the following materials in order to construct an investigative baseline: Fimt M y m Press,
1903to 1908; Pension Records, Cyrus R Teed, Soldier's Certificate
No. 23385, National Archives, Washington, D.C. (enlightening
information on Teed's movement and residences until his death in
1908 and his attempts to collect pension awards based on his short
Civil War service); Census of the United States: 1910-Population
190.5-Lee
County, Florida, Estero-Koreshan Unity, MR 163,
National Archives, Washington, D.C.; "The Koreshan Unity
Company, Certificate of Incorporation," filed September 25,1903,
KUA/COL, Estero, Florida and Florida State Archives,
Tallahassee, Florida; "Certificate of Name Change, State of Illinois,
Cook County," January 19, 1903 (for name change of publishing
house from The Daily Englewood Company to The Guiding Star
Publishing House, Inc.) , KUA/COL, Estero, Florida and Florida
State Archives, Tallahassee, Florida. The Cellular C o s m o p y : Or The
Earth a Concave Sphere (Chicago, 1899) may still be found widely in
original and reprint versions, providing critical information on the
Koreshans, their cosmogony, and their founder, Koresh (Cyrus R.
Teed).
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The Koreshan State Historic Site in Estero houses Koreshan
source documents, in addition to its collection of Koreshan artifacts and buildings. While most of the materials are not cataloged,
the Historic Site's rangers and staff are knowledgeable about materials and eager to assist researchers. Primary source materials available at the Koreshan State Historic Site include:
The Guiding Star: The Expositor of the Divine Science. Vol. 1 ,
No. 1, Dec. 1886 to Vol. 3, No. 5, May 1889
The Naming Sword Copies begin with Vol. 3, No. 1,
January 1892. Various issues through the January
Quarterly, 1949 (approximately 131 copies in all)
The Plowshare and the Pruning Hook. Vol. 1 , No. 1 (San
Francisco: May 1, 1891) through Vol. 31, No. 26
(November 14,1891)
The Plowshare and the Pruning Hook. Vol. 2, No. 1
(Chicago:July 7,1894) through Vol. 2, No. 17 (Chicago:
October 27, 1894)
The American Eagle. Various issues, beginning with April
4,1935 to October 1999
*Approximately three archival boxes containing correspondence of Cyrus Teed, Emma Teed Norton, George
Hunt, Laurie Bubbett, and others.
The Historic Site maintains and makes available copies of the
"Koreshan Unity Settlement, 18941977," a 171-page guide to primary source materials and the buildings' histories and conditions.
The Historic Site also has a useful website that includes valuable
links for serious researchers of the Koreshan experience in
Florida.
A keyword search of the Special Collections at the University
of South Florida discloses original Koreshan literature, as will a key
word search of the Florida State University System and the Library
of Congress. An excellent bibliography on the Koreshans as well
as other communal groups is at http://www.mnsfld.edu/
-skaspere/Restricted/Koreshan.html. The "unofficial" web site of
the Koreshans is http://Koreshanshs.tripod.com, containing articles as well as a PDF version of the photograph catalog, which is
updated about every two months as it is processed.
Accessing the Florida Heritage Collection through the
PALMM Project 2000 will yield twenty-nine early issues of The
Fktming Sword. Rollins College Archives and Special Collections in
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1
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Winter Park, Florida, holds a number of Koreshan books, pamphlets, and studies, and should not be overlooked by researchers.
In a similar vein, investigators of the Koreshan-Florida nexus
should seek primary materials in the University of Southern
Indiana's Special Collections and University Archives (which focuses on communitarian holdings), and in The Shaker Library in
Poland Springs, Maine. The historical Association of Southern
Florida's Charlton W. Tebeau Library of Florida History will yield
copies of The American Eagle dating back to 1906.
Koreshan land transactions are recorded in the Monroe
County and Lee County Court Houses, and in the records of the
U.S. Land Office, Gainesville, Florida, Series 914, Container 53,
Florida State Archives in Tallahassee. The State Archives also
holds notable correspondence produced by the original settlers of
Estero (in the form of land transaction communications) in Series
914, Container 53. The federal government completed surveys of
the Estero River (actually a tidewater creek) and the Koreshan
impact on that waterway, codified as House Committee on Rivers
and Harbors 1903--U.S. Congress, House, 2nd Session, House
Document No. 175, 2-5, and House Committee Report on Rivers
and Harbors, U.S. Congress, House, 1st session, House Document
No. 529, 1916, 1-12. Numerous significant materials are found in
the minutes of the Lee County Commissioners and in the tax
records of Lee County, both of which may be accessed at the Lee
County Courthouse in Fort Myers. Especially telling of Koreshan
economic life are the numerous Quit-Claim Deeds, Indentures,
and tax liens found in the Lee County Courthouse Records
Division.
Valuable primary sources are Allen H. Andrews, A Yankee
Pioneer in Bon'da (Jacksonville,Fla., 1950) written by the son of Dr.
A.W.K. Andrews and Virginia Andrews, early followers of Teed and
among the first Koreshan settlers in Estero; Estero, FZa., Memoirs of
the Fimt Settlers (Fort Myers Beach, Fla., 1967), written by E.E.
Damkohler, son of Gustave Damkohler, the German immigrant
whose donation of land comprised the original Koreshan holdings
in southwest Florida; and The Koreshan Story (Estero, Fla., 1994),
completed by Sara Weber Rea, a Koreshan Unity volunteer who
based the book on original articles in The American Eagle, as well as
the newer journals, letters, and other Koreshan papers and publications put out by the Guiding Star Publishing House. Leroy
L'Arnoureux's Early Days m Estm Island: An Old T i m Reminiscences
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(Fort Myers Beach, Fla., 1967) is yet another readily available work
providing primary coverage of the Koreshan experience in Lee
County.
Also worthy of researchers' time are sources that iden* disparate Koreshan collections and papers in their introductions and
bibliographies: Kenneth Edwin Anderson, " The Ama'can Eagle: A
Unique Florida Weekly Paper" (M.A. thesis, University of Florida,
1970); Elliott James Mackle, Jr., "The Koreshan Unity in Florida:
18941910" (M.A. thesis, University of Miami, 19'71); Richard S.
Berrey, "The Koreshan Unity: An Economic History of a
Communistic Experiment in Florida" (MA. thesis, University of
Florida, 1928); Howard David Fine, "Koreshan Unity Utopian
Community: We Live Inside the World" (M.A. thesis: University of
Notre Dame, 1972); and Barbara Hutchings, "The Utopian
Geography of Estero, Floridan (M.A. thesis, Florida Atlantic
University, 1999). Finally, this author identifies these works and
numerous other valuable sources of Koreshan materials in the
footnotes of his "'The New Life is Here': The Koreshan Unity and
Its Commercial Enterprises in South Florida, 18941961,"
Communal Societies 22 (autumn 2002): 45-57,
Only a few hundred Koreshans settled at Estero, but a far
greater number of people read and subscribed to their periodicals.
These publications helped preserve the principles and actions of
the Koreshan Unity well past its demise. The Guiding Star
Publishing House made the communal society known nationally
and even internationally, and in the process brought external
attention to Florida during the first half of the twentieth century.
Further research into this unusual aspect of state history will add
significantly to the ever-growing body of literature illuminating the
complex Florida experience.
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Book Reviews
Indians of Cenhd and South Florida, 1513-1763. By John H. Hann.
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2003. xiv, 249 pp. List
of maps, series foreword, foreword, preface, notes, bibliography, index. $39.95 cloth.)
All students and scholars of Florida history are familiar with
the work ofJohn Hann. From translations of colonial Spanish documents to examinations of interactions between Timucuans,
Apalachees, and explorers, Hann's twenty-five year career has
influenced our understanding of cultural exchange in early
Florida. His most recent work, a synthesis entitled Indians of
Central and South non'da, 1513-1763, has raised the bar yet again.
Hann explores tribal groups that have received little attention in
the past, contending that, as a result of the lack of primary sources,
the Calusa, Ais and other southern Indian groups have been overlooked by historians. "From the 1570s on . . . formal contacts
between Spaniards and south Florida's peoples seem to have been
relatively rare" (1). However, from the data that exists, Hann
argues that while the experiences of each group were unique
(especially from northern tribes), fewer interactions with the
Spanish aided the Calusa, Ais and others in maintaining their religious and cultural diversity.
Few historians have attempted a study like this one. The first
chapter, "Introductory Considerations," is a historiographic essay,
acknowledging past contributions of John M. Goggin, William
Sturtevant, and Jerald Milanich. Works of the 1960s concentrated
on simply separating Florida's northern tribes from those to the
south. Later studies, like John Griffin's The Archaeology of the
Everglades and numerous articles by Robert Carr, focused on chiefdoms and geographic boundaries between groups. Hann seeks to
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look past the names of chiefs and landmarks to consider social
structures and intertribal relationships.
Indians of Central and South Flmida is divided into an introduction, five main chapters, and a simple conclusion. Four of the content chapters focus on one geographic area each: the Calusa
territories, the southeastern coast, the Tocobaga territories, and
the southern rim. While limited data makes complete examinations of daily life impossible, the same basic elements are present
in each chapter: religion, customs, cultural exchanges, and material culture. According to Hann, these headings are where the similarities between regions end. The Calusa had extensive contact
with the Franciscans, while the Tocobaga resisted attempts to colonize the Tampa Bay area. Spanish visitors copiously documented
the ceremonies of the Ais and Jobe, but few mentioned similar rituals by the Jororo and Jega. Since few generalizations can be
drawn about the specifics of tribal life in central and south Florida,
Hann's assertion that these groups did not have similar behavior
patterns as northern tribes is bolstered. The unique experiences
of the tribes make each page worth reading.
Indians of Central and South Rbrida gives much attention to the
downfall of these tribes. Hann concludes that weapons, biological
agents, and intertribal conflict impacted Florida natives as much as
groups in New England or New France. In describing depopulation from disease, he compares the Calusa with the rest of the
state, considering statistics from the early 1500s to 1697. Not only
do the figures clearly indicate a downward trend but they also
establish a timeline of events. Infestations, then, can be pinpointed to specific interactions, determined by backtracking from the
moments that symptoms developed to initial intercultural contact.
While specifics differ from tribe to tribe, the experiences of each
yield familiar patterns that historians had traced in Iroquois and
Algonquian encounters with the British.
Hann employs a wealth of archaeological data, allowing him
to identify the purpose of artifacts and to venfy the opinions and
observations of Spanish sources. In order to ascertain the
Tequesta population at the time of contact, for example,
Hann compares the journals of Menendez de Aviles with mission
documents from the mid-1500s and dig reports from the
Granada site in present-day Miami. While documents and physical
evidence do not always match perfectly, Hann's conclusions are
well supported.
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1
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Since few scholars have tackled this aspect of Florida
history, Hann enjoys the luxury of providing new interpretations
on a wide variety of subjects. His interpretations are guided by a
plethora of documentation from numerous disciplines, most
notably translations of Spanish friars and conquistadors. Still,
Indians of Central and South Flon'da is not an easy read. There is
so much information that reading is timeconsuming and requires
frequent consultations to previous chapters. At its least, however,
Hann's work is a launching point for dozens of more indepth works.
Alexa Barraclough Crosby

University of Central Flon'da

The Land that Neuer Was: Sir Gregor MacCregor and the Most
AwIaciozls Fraud in Histoty. By David Sinclair. (Cambridge,

Mass.:DaCapo Press, 2003. xxvi, 358 pp. Acknowledgments,
foreword, author's note, appendix, select bibliography, index.
$26.00 cloth.)
Gregor MacGregor is one of the most erratic figures of Florida
history with his invasion and short rule on Amelia Island in 1817.
He was bombastic and charming but crooked; he could be
valiant and generous, but also a charlatan or trickster and even
thought a buffoon; sometimes an able military leader, other times
not. He exaggerated his status in the important MacGregor
clan. Once he arrived in America, he was associated first with
Francisco de Miranda and then with Sim6n Bolivar whose cousin
he married. She was an acknowledged beauty who stood by him
faithfully in all his twisted endeavors. MacGregor's Florida
ventures are well known. They are the subject of many articles in
the pages of the Fhida Historical QuarterZy, based on solid historical research. A single biography of MacGregor, including his
extensive career in both Europe and America, however, has not
been published. This book somewhat fills the void, although
its central theme is only a segment of MacGregor's colorful life,
dealing with what the dust jacket calls "one of the most elaborate
hoaxes in history."
MacGregor promoted a fraudulent adventure which in 18221823 (five years after his Amelia Island venture) brought about two
hundred intended settlers from England to a promised new land
in South America (it was really Caribbean Central America). He
Published by STARS, 2004

79

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 83 [2004], No. 2, Art. 1

portrayed the region as the supposedly free and independent
Territory of Poyais in the Bay of Honduras ruled by His Highness
Gregor, Cazique of Poyais who had received this land from George
Frederic, King of the Mosquito Coast. Frederic was apparently a
tribal chief, but the Cazique of Poyais was none other than
MacGregor himself who, with his associates (some tricked, some
knowingly), published a 350-page guidebook describing the nation
of Poyais in glowing detail. Cazique (said to be the equivalent of
Prince) Gregor had come from Poyais to recruit and bring settlers
to this splendid land in America.
The first part of the book covers the expedition to Poyais and
the project "by MacGregor and his associates [which] was a lie, a
gigantic fraud" (108). In the third and last section of the book the
author describes how this fraud became apparent when some
members of the Poyais venture returned to Europe. MacGregor
continued his blustering and deceptions but "was becoming both
something of a figure of fun and a symbol of the human capacity
for delusion in early Victorian England" (310). The author is to be
commended for bringing attention to this gigantic deception and
MacGregor's canny ability to survive and thrive. It clearly illus
trates the true nature of MacGregor which should be taken into
account when dealing with his celebrated Florida adventure and
his other multiple activities in America and Europe.
The middle section of the book more or less chronologically
approaches MacGregor's other endeavors, including his Amelia
Island invasion. He is often considered a charming rogue who
enlivens the local history of Amelia Island. Born in 1'786, he died
in 1845 in Venezuela where he was buried at a state funeral attended by the country's president, government officials, and military
chiefs. He was described as "a valiant champion of independence." In Amelia Island, Gregor MacGregor is sort of an icon in
Florida history, wonderful to use in classroom lectures to keep students' attention.
Author David Sinclair is an accomplished British writer and
journalist whose best known book is the story of the British pound.
There is no doubt that this latest book is well written and makes
pleasant reading. It certainly lacks the pedantry of many academic writings.
Yet, there is a weakness in the Sinclair book. It is based on only
a few nineteenthcentury printed sources, all in the British Library
and Museum and the National Library of Scotland, and for some
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1
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genealogical data, the author used a few items in the Glin Castle
Archive. There is nothing at all from American archives and
libraries, especially those of Spain and Latin and Caribbean
America. Most of MacGregor's activities took place in the
Caribbean and northern South America. For example, the limited bibliography does not list a single article from the Florida
Historical Quarter4 or University of Florida Professor David
Bushnell's excellent compilation of text and documents published
by Pan American Institute of Geography and History in 1986.
For the Poyais episode, Sinclair relies heavily if not solely on
three sources: the phony thick 1822 guidebook to Poyais by co-conspirator Thomas Strangeways; an article in the British magazine
History Today (no date given); and a narrative of the voyage of the
ship that took the settlers to Mosquito Bay, printed in 1823 by
author James Hastie who, with his wife and three children, had
been part of the expedition. The portrait of MacGregor's life
before the Poyais adventure is heavily based on the London 1820
publication of Michael Rafter, Memoirs of Grew M'Gregar. Sinclair's
use of Rafter is vast and, to me, excessive, particularly since it is
apparently intensely prejudicial against MacGregor. Rafter's
brother had been an associate of MacGregor who, probably
through MacGregor's fault, fell into the hands of Spanish forces in
South America where he was executed.
We have here a publication that for the first time gives us the
whole incredible life of Gregor MacGregor. There is a good index
and an interesting foreword of fourteen pages by Desmond
Fitzgerald who gives his title as Knight of Glin, Glin Castle in
County Limerick, Ireland. But the bibliography is short, and many
of the quotes lack correct identifications. Still, Sinclair's book
complements previous works on MacGregor's Florida venture.
While using good documentation, other authors failed to use
those from Europe that Sinclair located, including the important
Rafter book. Yet, a scholarly biography of MacGregor, a quintessential rogue, is still needed.
Charles W. Arnade

University of South Flarida

Nalive American Pourer in the United States, 1783-1795. By Celia
Barnes. (Teaneck, N.J.: Fairleigh Dickinson University Press,
2003. 250pp. Preface, introduction, notes, bibliography, index.
$47.50 cloth.)
Published by STARS, 2004
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In accord with the 1783 Treaty of Paris, Britain ceded to the
newly independent United States its territorial claims east of the
Mississippi and south of the Great Lakes, including the homelands
of tens of thousands of Native Americans. In this work, Barnes
addresses how the new American nation attempted to claim physically the land it had conquered in name only. This aptly titled his
tory traces both the formidable resistance offered by Native
Americans and how deeply this struggle affected the development
of American history in terms of domestic and international politics,
the birth of a professional army, and regional and class divisions
among EureAmericans. While this book is intended for those generally interested in early American history, readers of Native
American and early U.S./Indian military conflict will find Barnes's
discussions of controversial figures Alexander McGillimy, Joseph
Brant, and Anthony Wayne particularly engaging.
In the first portion of her work, Barnes dooms U.S./Indian
relations to a violent descent into cultural collision and resource
competition. The first chapter is a generalized discussion of Native
American culture east of the Mississippi River. Relying almost
exclusively on secondary sources, Barnes surveys life in Indian
country from the French and Indian War through the end of the
American Revolution, highlighting the corruptive effects of intrusive whites. While this chapter is clearly the weakest portion of the
book, Barnes keenly observes the importance of decentralized
authority in Native American societies and the ensuing diplomatic
difficulties this created in negotiations with U.S. officials. Despite
decentralized political control and years of military conflict, Native
American groups asserted their sovereignty as the states pressured
them to relinquish land. Their most offensive enemies were the
thousands of EureAmerican squatters who lived beyond the reach
of the federal government and often with the tacit approval of their
respective states. Frustrated by crushing poverty and unfair taxes,
this volatile group used their "interpretation of the revolutionary
ideology" to legitimize the occupation of native lands (51).
Even as President Washington and Secretary of War Knox
devised a treaty system that encouraged slow cession of Indian
lands to the federal government, Native Americans countered this
threat through alliances with European powers and flourishes of
their own military strength. Barnes hits her stride when discussing
the strategies which both European and Indian leaders used to
secure their futures on the North American continent.
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1
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Capitalizing on U.S. fragility, Indian leaders engaged in play-off
diplomacy to secure arms and stoke fear amongst both American
settlers and officials. In fact, the union was so weak under the
Articles of Confederation that dissatisfied white frontier people
often sought annexation with imperial powers. In an attempt to
placate these settlers and crush the multitribal Indian alliance in
the Northwest Territory, the federal government raised militia
campaigns under Generals Harmar (1790) and St. Clair (1791).
The sound defeat of these poorly trained and provisioned troops
proved that "[t]he government's Indian policy had failed spectacularly" (151). The early 1790s represented the apogee of Native
American power in the U.S., as simultaneously the Southern
Indians secured favorable trade agreements and diversified their
economies. Barnes's denouement comes abruptly. She argues
that the basis of Native American power crumbled in 1795 following the Treaties of Greenville and San Lorenzo as military strength
was on the wane and imperial powers no longer afforded meaningful alliances.
Barnes's first chapter, "A Collision of Cultures," is less thoroughly researched and carefully analyzed than the remainder of
the book. Scholars of Native American history will be disappointed by factual inaccuracies such as geographic misplacement of the
Creek Nation and Barnes's application of Richard White's "middle
ground" theory to all Indian groups along the post-Revolution
frontier (21, 30). This ambitious synthesis is too great a task for
such limited space and serves for an awkward beginning to an 0thenvise admirable piece of scholarship.
Barnes is a thoroughly capable scholar of European, U.S., and
Indian diplomacy. She succeeds in illuminating the roots and
manifestations of Native American power. Most significantly,
Barnes challenges her readers to consider this American/Indian
conflict as one of the most profound and enduring legacies of the
Early Republic.
Christina Snyder

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Z n h p e t m with Lewis and Clark: l
h Story of .Sacupma and

Tvussaint Churbonneau. By W. Dale Nelson. (Denton: University
of North Texas Press, 2003. x, 1'75 pp. List of illustrations,
acknowledgments, introduction, epilogue, notes, bibliography,
index. $24.95 cloth.)
Published by STARS, 2004

83

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 83 [2004], No. 2, Art. 1

The bicentennial of the Lewis and Clark Expedition has
inspired a flood of books about this American epic and those who
participated in it. Two of the most recognized names beyond
those of the commanding captains are Sacagawea and Toussaint
Charbonneau. In this short study, W. Dale Nelson offers an
overview of the lives and expedition experience of this husbandwife exploring team. Nelson is clearly a fan of his subjects, defending the often-belittled Toussaint and relating his contributions to
the expedition and his years of service to the federal government
afterward, as well as his adventures in the West. The author s u p
ports the theory of Sacagawea dying in December 1812 and in the
Epilogue gives a good overview and critique of the alternative theory of her dying in Wyoming in 1884. However, the book is also
about a third person-their sonJean Baptiste Charbonneau. Born
in February 1805 at the Corps of Discovery's winter quarters Fort
Mandan, Pomp, or Pompey as he was nicknamed, also went to the
Pacific with the explorers. Nelson devotes significant space to him,
focusing primarily on his varied and interesting postexpedition
life. The book would perhaps better be entitled "The
Charbonneau Family of the Lewis and Clark Expedition."
Readers interested in exploration and the American West in
the first half of the nineteenthcentury and those who played a role
in them will enjoy this book. It is well organized, with illustrations
to complement the text, footnotes, and a rather complete bibliography. The use of block footnotes can be confusing, and that is
sometimes the case here. Some contain as many as eight sources
for a relatively short paragraph, leaving the reader a bit confused
as to what source supports the text. Regarding the bibliography,
some sources that one would think had been consulted are not listed, but other seemingly less likely or pertinent sources are. The
mostcited work in the book, Gary Moulton's masterful edition of
the expedition journals, is awkwardly listed under Meriwether
Lewis and William Clark's names in the bibliography rather than
under Moulton. The index appears thorough regarding people
and places, but does not contain subject listings.
These are small points and do not make or break a book.
What is of concern, and serves to undermine the reliability of the
book, are the numerous errors-generally small-that appear
throughout it. An error or two seem to inevitably slip into a book,
but better research and proofing should have eliminated many of
those that appear in this book. Examples include: Jean Baptiste
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Charbonneau was born at Fort Mandan not Fort Clatsop (4); the
keelboat did not have a flat bottom, and the red and white
pirogues are not believed to have been hollowed out logs (5-6);
Lewis's letter of invitation to Clark was written in June 1803 not
June 1804 (6); it is the Field brothers, not Fields (35 and passim);
and it is Colt Killed Creek not Killed Colt Creek (44).
Unfortunately, these and other errors undermine what otherwise
is a readable and interesting book.
Overall, Nelson seems to have surveyed, processed, and then
presented in an engaging style profiles of the three Charbonneaus.
He is clearly not a long-time student of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition, and no new ground appears to be plowed in the book,
but it is useful to have the information on this historic family in
one volume. The Charbonneaus were residents of the American
West before, during, and after the historic journey of the Corps of
Discovery. For more than half a century they lived and helped
make the history of the West and our nation. Intweters with h i s
and Clark presents their story in a concise and readable form.
James J. Holmberg

The Fzlson Historical Society

The Other War of 1812: The Palriot War and the American Znutsion of
Spanish East Florida. By James G. Cusick. (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 2003. xvi, 370 pp. List of figures,
foreword, acknowledgments, time line, notes, bibliography,
index. $55.00 cloth.)
James G. Cusick has produced an extraordinarily well
researched account of Florida's Patriot War, effectively updating
Rembert Patrick's excellent work (Ebrida Fiasco, 1954) by greatly
expanding the treatment of race as a motivation and providing a
detailed look at the Spanish side of the conflict. Cusick demonstrates that a naively conceived plan by Revolutionary War hero
and former Georgia governor George Mathews in 1811 was ill
fated from the start. Seeking to inspire a rebellion among Florida's
population (many of them immigrants from the United States)
against Spanish authority, Mathews's efforts, commencing right
before the War of 1812, were the victim of bad timing at the outset. The apathy or open hostility of Florida's inhabitants doomed
the enterprise, especially when it received only token aid from U.
Published by STARS, 2004
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S. military forces. In the end, it financially ruined most of the
Florida Patriots as thoroughly as it devastated those people who
had remained loyal to Spain.
Mathews and chief Florida PatriotJohn Houston McIntosh can
be excused for their misguided optimism, Cusick explains, because
they were initially encouraged in their activities by the administration of James Madison. Cusick convincingly asserts that much of
the South--especially Georgia, the Mississippi Territory, and
Tennessee-saw the coming war with Great Britain as an opportunity to grab the Spanish Floridas, an objective that influenced
Madison to give covert support to the Patriots. Cusick notes that
"while public opinion in Georgia and the Mississippi Territory
clamored loudly for war with England, the first combats in the
South were directed not against the English but against more
familiar foes-the southern Indian tribes and the Spanish" (11).
While Cusick does not completely discount more recent interpretations of the War of 1812 that see it as originating primarily from
anger over British violations of American neutral trade, he primarily echoes the interpretation forwarded by Julius Pratt
(Expamzonists of 1812, 1925). In his view, the men who fought in
the Patriot War would never have volunteered to fight the British
on the Niagara frontier or in the Northwest to protect "free trade
and sailors' rights." Instead, they fought to gain more land for
themselves and to plunder the people of Spanish Florida, stealing
both valuables and slaves.
Cusick's meticulous examination of individual Patriots and
their motives for engaging in this conflict gives the reader tremendous insight into the minds of many southern frontiersmen.
Obviously, economic motives were a dominant factor fueled by the
promise of free land in the prosperous plantation region of northeast Florida. When land did not seem immediately obtainable, the
prospect of quick gains by looting abandoned plantations was an
attractive alternative. The possibility of stealing slaves and abducting Florida's free people of color into bondage was also a powerful
lure, and Cusick presents a compelling argument that issues of
race influenced many south Georgians to join the Patriot movement. As Cusick admits, however, many questions about this
aspect of the Patriot War remain unanswered, a circumstance
requiring additional research.
The extensive literature on the status of free people of color in
Spanish and French colonies has demonstrated that Europeans
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1
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rarely regarded them as social equals, but neither did they severely proscribe their activities. For example, they were allowed to
participate as segregated units in colonial militias and to engage in
most business activities. Doubtless, as Cusick notes, southern
Americans viewed these instances of upward mobility and economic self-sufliciency as dangerous examples to their own slave
population, but how ingrained these views were by 1812 is difficult
to determine. As Ira Berlin and others have shown, the U.S. southern population at this time included many free black people living
much as Florida's free blacks did, except for serving in militias.
Not until approximately a decade later, with the advent of socalled Jacksonian Democracy that dramatically expanded the
American white man's political rights, were significant curbs
placed on the civil rights of free blacks. At most, white American
attitudes about these issues were in a state of transition during
the Patriot War.
Cusick is successful at putting the Patriot War into the historical context of the times and of the War of 1812 specifically, but he
overstates the significance of the war when he claims that "the
failed conquest of East Florida later resulted in cession of the
province* (296). Secretary of State John Quincy Adams would
have been surprised in 1819 when he negotiated the
Transcontinental Treaty with Don Luis de Onis to hear Cusick's
claim that this ragtag army's burning of plantations and slaughtering of livestock persuaded Spain to sell Florida to the United States
seven years later. His astonishment would be understandable, for
events more proximal to the Florida cession were assuredly more
important in bringing it about. In 1818, United States army commander of the Southern Division Andrew Jackson marched several thousand men (regulars, volunteers, militia, and Creek Indians)
into Florida, took a Spanish fort (St. Marks), evicted its garrison,
executed two British subjects, marched on the capital of West
Florida (Pensacola), seized it, engaged in an artillery battle with
the Spanish garrison manning Pensacola's fortifications, secured
its surrender and packed it off to Cuba, and established a United
States customs house at Pensacola. The Patriot War inconvenienced Spanish officials in Florida and economically devastated
the region, but at most it was one of a series of events that culminated in the climactic one: Jackson's much larger military invasion
in 1818. It was that last campaign that persuaded Spain that it
could no longer hold the Floridas.
Published by STARS, 2004
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Despite this flaw, Cusick's fine scholarship will doubtless make
this book the standard work on this important event. In this
regard, he has made a significant contribution to Florida history as
well as providing a balanced assessment of the importance of the
Early Republic's borderlands.
Jeanne T. Heidler

United States Air Force Academy

Coacoochee's Bones: A Seminole Saga. By Susan A. Miller.
(Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2003. xix, 264 pp. List
of illustrations, preface, acknowledgments, notes, bibliography,
index. $34.95 cloth.)
Outside of the Seminole community, Coacoochee remains a
largely unknown and marginal figure. Among modern Seminoles,
however, his legacy is quite different. By examining nineteenthcentury Seminole history through the life of Coacoochee, Susan A.
Miller explains why "Seminoles remember him with reverence and
name sons for him" (196). She reveals a talented leader and diplomat who resisted efforts by the United States to place the
Seminoles under the authority of the Muscogees (Creeks) and a
man who otherwise sought to preserve his community's sovereignty and dignity.
Miller's work does much more than retell the story of a fascinating Seminole leader. It also continues the process of decole
nizing Seminole history, a history that has traditionally prioritized
the importance of Osceola (Asin Yahola) and has effectively recast
this history in the terms and judgments of often hostile American
outsiders. The result has been the lack of any real understanding
about Coacoochee. A twin born into a powerful clan, Coacoochee
inherited power and benefited from educations in medicine, oratory, etiquette, and diplomacy. By paying close attention to the
Seminole cosmology and customs, Miller recaptures "a gifted man
of elite lineage who moved within an indigenous family network
and community within an indigenous cosmos, and . . . [she] makes
sense of him as an indigenous leader in extreme times" (21). The
heart of Miller's study focuses on the experiences of the Seminoles
after their forced removal from Florida and after a group of them
settled in Mexico in 1850. In October, Coacoochee led a group
of between thirty and one hundred other Seminoles out of Texas
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1
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and into Mexico where they established a military colony along the
springs at El Nacimiento. In return for loyalty and military assistance, Coacoochee arranged for the Mexican government to provide his community with provisions, citizenship, and legal
autonomy. In order to survive, they "become defenders of
Mexicans and bounty-hunting predators on other tribal people
[like Comanches]" (129). Despite these changes, Coacoochee and
his community rekindled the Sacred Fire and continued to practice their core ceremonies and beliefs.
In 1856, the United States reversed its policy and finally recognized the national status of the Seminoles. No longer would
they be forced to live "under Muscogee domination" (171). While
the Seminoles contemplated their position in Mexico and the possibility of returning to the United States, the residents of El
Nacimiento faced the ravages of smallpox. One-third of the community died from the epidemic, and in the years that immediately
followed, the community struggled to survive. Coacoochee died of
the pox in January 1857, and a few years later, near the start of the
American Civil War, some of the Mexican Seminoles returned to
Texas.
Coacoochee's Bones explores the ongoing theme of migration
that has characterized Seminole history. Originally comprised of
migrants to Florida, the Seminoles moved their Sacred Fire into
interior Florida before being forced to Indian Territory. This tradition of mobility shaped Coacoochee's decision to find refuge in
Spanish Mexico. Miller also reveals how intertribal tensions and
alliances shaped Seminole history. She emphasizes the ongoing
struggle of Seminoles to resist efforts by the U.S. government to
force them into the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, the alliances
forged with various plains Indians, and their role as bounty
hunters who captured and killed Comanches once they entered
Mexico. Through this, Miller emphasizes both the historical and
the contemporary importance of maintaining tribal identities.
Finally, and perhaps most interestingly, the book recasts our
understanding of African Americans within Seminole society.
Miller demonstrates the marginal roles they played among the
Seminoles, the importance of maroonage to Seminoles' history,
and the lack of evidence behind the widespread idea that &can
Americans were incorporated as equals among the Seminoles.
The evidence, she writes, demonstrates that "the alliance between
Seminoles and blacks was expedient and always temporary" (68).
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Miller, who is a historian and a member of the Seminole
nation, has carefully drawn on a wide range of American, Mexican,
and Seminole sources to write a first-rate ethnohistorical study.
Filled with previously unknown or misunderstood details about the
plight of the Seminoles, Coacoochee's Bones successfully counters the
prevalent myths and judgments that the colonial process created.
It deserves the attention of scholars of Florida and of Indian history in general.
204

Andrew K. Frank

Fbrida Atlantic University

"Mixed Blood" Indians: Racial C
m in the Ear4 South. By
Theda Perdue. (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2003. xi,
160pp. Preface, notes, index. $24.95 cloth.)
How is an individual's identity determined and maintained?
This is the central question asked by Theda Perdue in her latest
book. Her answer provides a clear, concise, and elegant depiction
of how identity, status, and place in society were determined, as
well as how radicalization eventually transformed and obscured
the role played by people of mixed ancestry in Indian societies of
the South before the era of removals. The genesis of the book was
a series of lectures, and while much that is here is a synthesis of
recent scholarship, Perdue also relies heavily upon well-known
firsthand accounts by the likes of Bernard Romans, William
Bartram, and James Adair. At three chapters and 12'7 pages of text
and notes, "Mixed Blood* Indians is brief, but Perdue does a thorough job both of supporting her own conclusions and suggesting
some future directions for study.
Perdue begins with an overview of eighteenth-century
Southern Indian societies and of the Europeans who were increasingly living in their midst, focusing on the frequent unions of
European men and Indian women and the many ways that these
unions came to be shaped by Indian perceptions of marriage and
kinship. Her analysis touches on several important concepts, such
as reciprocity, the nature of property, and the importance of matrilineal kinship in determining authority over children.
The "mixed blood" Indians were the product of those marriages, and in the second chapter Perdue examines their place in
Indian culture. People of mixed ancestry raised in their mother's
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lineage were very likely to perceive themselves and their world in
Indian terms. Significantly,they were also fully accepted as Indian,
for kinship and identity flowed through the mother's line. In fact,
Perdue notes that Southern Indians were unfamiliar with the concept of "mixed blood," and in the rare instances that it was used,
the term referred to behavior rather than heritage (90).
This is not to deny that there were some specific consequences
of having a European father, which frequently conferred better
access to European goods and influence with groups ranging from
colonial officials to missionaries. But Perdue stresses that even
where "mixed blood" individuals inherited substantial wealth or
gained authority through connections or patronage by European
and Euro-American society, they tended to think and act in ways
indistinguishable from their "full blood" contemporaries. Even
when people of mixed ancestry were associated with innovations,
they incorporated them in ways that harmonized with other traditions, such as using slave labor for commercial agriculture and
avoiding a break with traditional gender conventions that identified such labor as women's work (64).
In the last chapter, Perdue examines the role "mixed bloods"
played in a nineteenth century increasingly dominated by racism.
People of mixed ancestry were particularly vulnerable to the virulent racism of the nineteenth century, proving themselves just as
willing as their "full blooded" contemporaries to resist assimilation
and advocate tribal sovereignty. Nineteenth-century observers
increasingly sought to characterize Indian peoples by race, and in
the process created the stereotype of the "designing half-breed"
that, along with the characterization of Indian cultures as being
divided into warring camps of "mixed bloods" versus "full bloods,"
obscured the real place of people of mixed ancestry in Southern
Indian culture.
This powerful vision was later internalized by historians
and continues to influence historiography today. Historians have
consistently, by "privileging" their white heritage, overestimated
the influence of people of mixed ancestry while underestimating
the power and persistence of Indian cultures and identities (69).
Although experts will find little new information here, Perdue
manages to present the complexities of intercultural relations in a
new way that will be of benefit to all, novice and expert alike. One
of the few criticisms I have is that I find myself wanting to hear
more about people of mixed African-Indian (or African-EuropeanPublished by STARS, 2004
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Indian) heritage. And while her essentially thematic approach
works very well for those with some knowledge of the field, she
jumps around quite a bit in time, which can be a little confusing
for novice readers who would otherwise be attracted to the work.
These minor issues aside, I found myself reexamining my own
work in light of what she says here, and perhaps the greatest value
of "Mixed Blood" Indians lies in her critique of recent scholarship
and her call for further study into this and related topics, This is a
welcome addition to the literature.
David A. Sicko

Mississippi State University, Meridian

Hodu's Semimk Wars, 1817-1858. By Joe Knetsch. (Charleston,
S.C.: Arcadia Publishing, 2003. 160pp. Acknowledgements,
introduction, bibliography, index. $24.99 paper.)
Despite ethnohistorians' attempts over the past four decades
to reincorporate Native Americans into the narrative of the United
States, Joe Knetsch has written a comprehensive history of the
Seminole Wars that dispossess the Florida Indians. It is a clear and
streamlined narrative that covers most of the conflict in reasonable
detail, though the availability of written sources compelled him
toward an account centered upon white actions. Given the book's
perspective, brevity, and lack of citations, it is more akin to Virginia
Peter's The Elon'da Wars (Hamden, Conn., 19'79) than to John K.
Mahon's more meticulous History of the Second Seminole War, 18351842 (196'7; reprint, Gainesville, Fla., 1985).
Knetsch's story actually begins before 1817, with a nice survey
of Seminole and Mikasuki society and politics and the role of
Creek population movements in the Seminole ethnogenesis.
Almost half the book leads to the beginning of the Second
Seminole War in 1835, with nearly a fifth of the text devoted to
the years between 1821 and 1835when the United States was pressing removal on the Seminoles through diplomacy and economic
coercion backed by white settlement (and its attendant vigilantism
and marauding) and Army patrols. This portion of his account
has some relevance today, as Knetsch shows whites underestimating the Seminoles' capability and resolve, claiming to fear their
cunning and savagery while boasting that they posed no real
threat-a
characteristic pattern in Americans' views of their
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enemies throughout our history. (The role of the militia and
volunteers, the ancestors of today's Guard and reserves, presents
an interesting contrast, however.) Although Knetsch's analysis
of the Second Seminole War does not deviate much from
Mahon's, he provides proportionately more attention to the
relationship between national (partisan, congressional) politics
and the war, and a close look at the implementation of the Armed
Occupation Act of 1842. Though his attention to the years
after 1842 is limited to a tenth of the text, Knetsch does show
that the "interlude" between the Second and Third Seminole
Wars was really a period of low-intensity conflict much like that
between 1821 and 1835, with continual Army patrols gathering intelligence and putting pressure on the Seminoles, who
occasionally attacked intrusive whites or raided for food in times of
scarcity.
A few caveats are in order, of course. Knetsch sometimes tends
toward, or wavers between, interpretive extremes. On page 15 he
asserts that whites "used" disease against Native Americans which is
an exaggeration at least; on page 9 he begins the First Seminole
War with the native ambush of a U.S. supply boat, rather than the
U.S. attack on the native village at Fowltown two weeks before. His
view of the First Seminole War as "an exercise in futility" (41) is
based on the survival of the Seminoles in Florida, but surely the
replacement of Spain by the United States, largely a consequence
of Andrew Jackson's invasion, was a decisive step toward the dispossession of the Seminoles, who were forced southward by
Jackson's incursion. The section on the period between the overt
conflicts tends to exaggerate Seminole acceptance of removal
(e.g., 58), while Knetsch's explanation of the U.S. conception of
treaties (concerning that of Payne's Landing in 1832) has the
effect of obscuring U.S. duplicity. He also wavers in his assessment
of the Armed Occupation Act, asserting its significance but recognizing that the number of settlers involved was rather small. In the
most significant of today's interpretive debates, Knetsch acknowledges early on that Afro-American maroons were not culturally
Seminole, but later he emphasizes and exaggerates black influence
on Seminole attitudes toward removal (compare 12 and 61), with
the implication that the Seminoles might have emigrated without
war had it not been for black fears of re-enslavement. While these
fears certainly helped energize and stiffen Seminole resistance,
they did not cause it.
Published by STARS, 2004
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Knetsch introduces leaders on all sides effectively, and his illustrations are wonderfully numerous and varied, a blend of period
maps, portraits, photos, and sketches. The book ends rather
abruptly, without an analytic conclusion, but those seeking a short
introduction to the Anglo conquest of Florida will find Flmida's
Seminole Wars readable, balanced, and accurate, a good place to
start exploring "this thankless . . . unholy war" (as an anonymous
army officer called it in 1839).
208

Samuel Watson

US. Military Academy

hMadgigneJai Kingsky:A j i u m Az'mess, FIotida S h e , P l a d
S I c w m . By Daniel L. Schafer (Gainesville: University Press
of Florida, 2003. xiv, 178 pp. List of maps & photographs, preface, acknowledgements, introduction, postscript, appendix,
notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth.)
Acknowledging that the nature of his subject required "reasonable and informed conjecture" (xii), Daniel Schafer, professor
of history at the University of North Florida, has nonetheless written a first-rate history. That the story of Anna Kingsley-in turn an
African princess, slave, wife of a white slaveowner, plantation
owner, and wealthy Florida matriarch-took nearly thirty years to
research and write makes the results that much more impressive.
In fact, Schafer's research journey from the Kingsley plantation to
places as disparate as Nova Scotia, Great Britain, the Dominican
Republic, and in Senegal, West Africa speaks to a tale with a wide
variety of themes. Primarily, this is an excellent biography in a profession where biographies rarely get the acknowledgement they
deserve. But Schafer thoroughly integrates Kingsley's story into
the context of events during her lifetime. This means the book is
also chronicle of the transatlantic slave trade and its impact in both
Africa and the New World, a history of slavery in Florida, a story of
free blacks and a free black community, and one part of the story
of southern race relations prior to the Civil War.
Chapter one recounts the African side of the slave trade, going
back to Senegal where raiders captured the teenage girl then
known as Anta Majigeen Ndiaye. Schafer compensates for a lack
of Kingsley-related primary materials by using secondary literature
on the African slave trade to flesh out a part of her story that would
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1
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otherwise go untold. The next chapter takes up the narrative in
Havana, where ship's captain, slave trader, and Florida planter
Zephaniah Kingsley purchased young Anta in late 1806. Kingsley
then married her, probably in Cuba, and now-Anna Kingsley
became a mother and managed the Kingsley plantation along the
St. John's River in Spanish East Florida.
Chapter three follows Kingsley through her life at Laurel
Grove plantation, analyzing the dynamics of a black slave married
to a white ship captain who was away more often than not. While
emancipation in 1811 eased the legal tension to some degree, the
Patriot War, discussed in chapter four, saw the destruction of
Laurel Grove and the threat of re-enslavement at the hands of
rebels. Chapter five tracks the Kingsleys during and after the
Patriot War, which forced a relocation to Fort George Island on
the Atlantic coast where the Kingsleys lived for nearly a quarter
century, witnessing the transition from Spanish to American rule.
A property owner in her own right, Anna Kingsley supervised a
large labor force of free and enslaved blacks, and Schafer paints
her as central to the operations and management of the Kingsley
plantations. However, the more permissive Spanish racial mores
vanished with the Crown, forcing the Kingsleys' relocation to Haiti
in order to protect the freedom of Anna and her children.
Chapter six details their short stay in Haiti, which lasted from
1838 until Zephaniah's death in 1843. A challenge to the will by
one of Zephaniah's sisters forced Anna's return to Florida, where
she successfully defended her claims. Despite the legal requirement that she have a white guardian, Anna Kingsley managed the
plantations and helped expand the family fortune. The 1840s and
1850s, discussed in chapter seven, were a time in which Anna
Kingsley reigned as the center of a thriving free black community
that Schafer juxtaposes with an increasingly racist U.S. South.
Chapters eight and nine follow Kingsley through the Civil War
until her death, probably in 1870. The war demolished her fortune, but Anna Kingsley died as free as the day she was born.
Schafer claimed early in the work that his goal was to "write a
lively and imaginative yet scholarly account" that would have a
broad appeal (xii). In this he has succeeded admirably. Historians
will find a compelling work that students will enjoy reading.
However, general readers will also find a book that does not
require a great deal of background knowledge, reads well, and is
deeply instructive. Finally, this book is a wonderful primer on the
Published by STARS, 2004
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craft of history, from the engaging writing style to the synthesis of
primary and secondary sources, oral histories, and Kingsley family
legend. As such it should find a wide audience.
Andrew McMichael

Western Kentuckj University

Fam'ly Rerords of the African American Fioneers of Tampa and
Hillsborough County. By Canter Brown Jr. and Barbara Gray
Brown. (Tampa, Fla.: University of Tampa Press, 2003. xx, 362
pp. Foreword, introduction, acknowledgments, abbreviations,
illustrations, notes, bibliography, index, about the authors.
$24.95 hardcover.)
The past decade or so has witnessed a long-awaited flowering
of academic interest in Florida's African American experience and
its significance, and a number of topquality historians, anthropologists, and other scholars proudly claim a significant role in
that development. Canter Brown merits a place in the front rank
of this company. His publications stretching back to the early
1990s have pursued a broad variety of inquiries that, directly or
indirectly, have opened windows of perception and understanding, the keys to which many informed persons believed forever
lost. In the process, Brown's professional skills and creative persistence have revealed research sources that amount almost
to treasures, troves that he generously has shared with others
interested in the field.
For his latest contribution, Family Records of the Afican Amaican
Pioneers of Tampa and Hillsborough County, Brown has partnered
with his wife, Barbara Gray Brown, who lends her own considerable research skills and insight to the effort. The collaboration has
produced a volume that must be considered remarkable. While it
does not purport to provide a high degree of scholarly analysis or
historiographical explication, it does aim to humanize the experience of everyday black Floridians of the late nineteenth and early
twentieth century. The authors manage this, and manage it well,
in an unprecedented manner. They delve into the origins and
evolutions of individual families, most of whose progenitors
arrived at or near Tampa while it remained a frontier outpost.
This might not seem such an accomplishment if only a handhl of
families passed under the Browns' microscope. It does when 10'7
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1
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fmilies-representing a broad spectrum of economic, social, and
cultural considerations-are considered.
Those familiar with the difficulties involved in researching a
single black individual of prominence in nineteenth-century
Florida will appreciate the difficulty of the task the Browns set for
themselves. Yet, their approach offers a handbook for such scholarly inquiries as well as a primer for genealogical studies. Persons
descended from these families will revere this book, while students
of the Afiican American experience will mine its source material
for generations.
The story itself stands out as monumental. The sheer volume
of family lines permits a depth of experience to shine through that
generalization and analysis easily can miss or misinterpret. There
are tales here of great achievement at great cost, such as those of
Tom Clarke and Thomas McKnight, the county's premier black
political leaders during the four decades that followed the Civil
War. Gentler leadership, on the other hand, flowed from the
hearts and souls of preachers George W. Larry,Joseph Sexton, and
Robert Johnson. Homesteaders, including Cyrus Charles, Eva
Allen, and Mary Reddick, laid the foundations for generations
while helping to pioneer the south Florida citrus industry.
Others-one-time Polk county voter registrar Stepney Dixon
comes to mind-lost their lands through bad luck and worse
weather. Sampson Forrester guided the army during the Indian
wars, while Robert W. Saunders Sr. guided a different militant
force during Florida's Civil Rights struggle. Federal officials, businessmen and women, law enforcement officers and law breakers,
musicians, professionals, and wastrels all populate these pages,
combining to form a mosaic of truly dramatic proportions.
An undertaking on the scale evidenced here could not have
resulted without financial and other support. The Tampa Bay
History Center, over a period of four years, underwrote the
research costs and, in three annual installments, published booklets containing interim results. The University of Tampa Press subsequently produced this b e a u a l and well-illustrated hard-backed
book thanks to funds provided by the City of Tampa. Just as the
book itself stands out as unprecedented, so too does this local
cooperation aimed at ensuring the presemtion and appreciation
of a community's African American heritage.
Larry Eugene Rivers
Published by STARS, 2004
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Cuban Confederate Colonel: The Ljfe of Amtrrosio Jose' Gonzales. By
Antonio Rafael de la Cova. (Columbia: University of South
Carolina Press, 2003. xxviii, 540 pp. List of illustrations, list of
maps, preface, introduction, abbreviations, epilogue, appendices, notes, bibliography, index. $59.95 cloth.)
Until fairly recently historians of the antebellum and
Confederate South have paid scant attention to the significant contributions made by residents of Hispanic origin. However, in
recent years, scholars have begun looking into this subject, resulting in a steadily growing body of literature. Antonio Rafael de la
Cova's new biography of Cuban expatriate AmbrosioJose Gonzales
( 18181893) is a welcome addition to this expanding field.
Born into a substantial Cuban family and educated as a lawyer,
young Gonzales attended school in the United States and at one
point was a classmate of hture general P.G.T. Beauregard. As a consequence of his involvement with Cuban revolutionary groups,
Gonzales moved to the United States and became an active
Freemason and a dedicated champion of Cuban independence
from Spain. By 1848, he was a close lieutenant of filibuster Narciso
Lopez and participated in the ill-fated 1850 Cardenas military expedition in which Gonzales suffered a wound and became the first to
shed blood for the cause of Cuba Libre. Barely escaping a sentence
in an American prison for violating the Neutrality Act for his filibustering activities, Gonzales resigned himself to advocate Cuban
liberty and possibly annexation with his pen and not a sword.
The personable Gonzales made many friends in leadership
positions in the South by the early 1850s and was especially welcome in South Carolina. He used all these connections in vain
attempts to secure a diplomatic posting in either the Pierce or
Buchanan administrations. Despite strong endorsements and
energetic lobbying on Gonzales's part, he never received such an
appointment. His reputation as an ardent Cuban partisan did little to help his cause, and the author does not consider whether his
ethnic background worked against him. In the end, he solved his
employment problems by marrying into a prominent South
Carolina planter family, the Elliots.
While never a slaveholder, Gonzales supported the institution
in both his native and adopted homelands. Soon after the firing on
Fort Sumter, he offered his services to the new Confederacy,first as
a volunteer aide to his old school chum Beauregard, and then as an
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1
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artillery officer. In time he became the chief of artillery in the
Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. For the duration, he performed yeoman service in the defense of the Charleston
area as well as on the battlefield in the 1864 clash at Honey Hill.
Unfortunately, Gonzales never rose above the rank of colonel and
had the dubious distinction of being passed over six times for promotion to brigadier general. Author de la Cova speculates that an
old feud with President Jefferson Davis, as well as a general prejudice in Richmond against any officer serving under Beauregard,
stymied his efforts to attain the rank his duties called for.
After Appomattox, Gonzales's life entered a new phase that
was both poignant and quite sad at times. Attempts at planting
and operating a retail business in Charleston failed disastrously.
With an almost Micawber-like optimism he pressed on with other
schemes, including yet another abortive campaign to secure a federal position in the 1880s. Next came a bitter family dispute that
alienated him from his children and sent him to paid spiritualists
claiming to have messages from his beloved deceased wife.
However the aged Gonzales did enjoy the praise from a new generation of Cuban freedom fighters like Josi Marti before his death
and burial in an unmarked grave in 1893.
Students of Florida history will not doubt be interested in
Gonzales's activities in the state during his long career. He was a
frequent visitor to Key West and maintained a long friendship with
political leader and fellow Freemason Stephen R. Mallory.
Gonzales could also call Henry Titus and David Levy Yulee associates. He additionally spent time in Qpincy as a part of his travels,
and for a time contemplated relocating to the peninsula in search
of a fresh economic start. Perhaps Gonzales might have found stability in being a part of Florida's growing postbellum Cuban community.
Cuban Confederate Colonel is much more of a biography than its
title implies. It offers interesting new insights on the Cuban filibuster movement. Gonzales's service to the Confederate States is
also noteworthy for understanding the siege of Charleston and the
ever-contentious politics of the Confederate high command. And
lastly it is a recommended tale of a proud man struggling against
hard times to make a life for himself and his family while never surrendering to despair.
Robert A. Taylor
Published by STARS, 2004

FEmida Institute of Technology
99

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 83 [2004], No. 2, Art. 1

When Sherman Mamhed North j b m the Sea: Resistance on the
Gw$idem& Home F m t . By Jacqueline Glass Campbell. (Chapel
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2003. xii, 177 pp.
Acknowledgments, introduction, epilogue, notes, bibliography,
index. $27.50 cloth.)

Sherman's March to the Sea is legendary in the annuals of the
Civil War. Most of the scholarship and discussion has centered on
the march from Atlanta to Savannah and the conduct of
Sherman's troops as they journeyed to the coastal city. Jacqueline
Glass Campbell, in this short but illuminating monograph, begins
as the title states, with Sherman's march from the sea into the
Carolinas-a segment of the campaign often overlooked or given
scant attention. The author weaves a tale of war from "a broader
social context" which includes "patterns of racial attitudes, gender
ideology, and perceptions of the military as a cultural entity" (4).
Campbell sees "the ongoing journey of Sherman's men through
the Carolinas that would test the endurance of soldiers and civilians, blacks and whites, and this confrontation forms the heart of
the storyn (5). The size and scope of the source material lends
credibility to her findings, and she succeeded jamming her evidence into only 140 pages of narrative. The author skilfilly
weaves for the reader a picture of more psychological trauma than
physical violence. The participants of the narrative-Federal soldiers, slaves, loyal Confederate women and their men urging them
on via letters from the front--speak for themselves throughout,
which makes the text read like a dramatic script, or series of monologues. The heart of the work is the emphasis on the psychology
of war and its impact on those who experienced war on the home
front.
Campbell admitted the task of blending Civil War, gender,
and military history, into a single narrative, as well as finding a language "acceptable to scholars from each of these fields" was diflicult (7). At the same time, she sought to "make the study
accessible to the Civil War enthusiast" ('7). She deftly succeeded in
not bogging down in historiographical quibbles, which she wisely
consigned to the endnotes.
The narrative begins with the occupation of Savannah, a city
with a population that blessed and cursed its Yankee occupiers.
The women of the city, proved to the most fanatical of
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1
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Confederate supporters. In South Carolina, Sherman's troops,
bent on revenge, wrecked the state in such a manner the slave p o p
ulation did not know whether to flee to the Union lines or run
from them. As Columbia fell, Confederate women remained
resilient and faithful to the Confederate cause. In North Carolina,
a population long divided about the level of hardship they
endured, rallied around the Stars and Bars, and the women of the
state proved their loyalty until the end. The account closes with
the negotiations between Sherman and Johnston and the political
implications involved in the terms Sherman offered to his defeated foe. The epilogue concludes the work with a brief essay about
war and memory and how Confederate women viewed the war and
their treatment nearly fifty years later. After suffering the literary
wrath of Northern women for a generation, Southern women
reacted with equal venom. Southern veterans also praised the
women of the Confederacy for their valor, thereby making them
part of the Lost Cause legend.
Campbell's interpretation of Sherman's advance differs from
earlier scholarship, but only in her greater emphasis upon the
Carolinas phase. As with much of the recent interpretation about
Sherman's March, she asserts that the impact of the campaign was
more psychologically damaging for the wanton destruction than
for physical violence against persons, though violence, especially
against slave women, did occur. Campbell buttresses her assertions with multiple quotes of civilians, both black and white, about
property devastation and sexual abuse on the part of Sherman's
troops.
Readers not familiar with the interweaving of disciplines into
their Civil War reading may be overwhelmed by the psychological
references-or find them suspect. Attempts to integrate various
disciplines into the explanations may bewilder some readers, even
the more ardent Civil War buffs. It remains, however, that the new
military history, which emphasizes the impact of war on civilians
and societies, is an exciting new subgenre of the field, and consumers of Civil War books can expect this type of history to receive
even greater attention in the future. Campbell's work not only fills
a void in the phase of Sherman's advance often neglected but
offers thought-provoking insights, leaving readers with the desire
to know more about the impact of war on civilians of any era.
James S. Baugess
Published by STARS, 2004
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Baseball in Blue & Gray: The National Pastime during the Civil
War. By George B. Kirsch. (Princeton, NJ.: Princeton
University Press, 2003. xv, 145 pp. Preface, epilogue, b i b 1i o graphical essay, index. $19.95 cloth.)
Baseball, as it became by the last quarter of the nineteenth century and as we know it today, was not an invented sport like basketball and volleyball in the 1890s, but one that evolved out of various
older English and colonial American bat and ball games.
Historians today generally agree that, contrary to the still oft-repeated Abner Doubleday-Cooperstown myth, the basis for the modern
form of baseball dates from the rules laid out principally by
Alexander Cartwright and the Knickerbocker Base Ball Club in
New York in 1845. These were then refined or rationalized in corning years by clubs that picked up the game, by the National
Association of Base Ball Players, created in 1857, and later by the
National League of Professional Base Ball Clubs, organized in 1876.
Perhaps more intriguing than the question of the origins of
baseball is the reason for the rapid spread of the game, especially
during the unstable years of sectional crisis, bloody Civil War, and
often bitterly contested Reconstruction. George Kirsch, a well
known and respected member of the sports history community,
addresses that issue directly in this relatively short, yet probing and
informative, essay.
For some time after 1845, even beyond the Civil War, the "New
York gamen competed for supremacy with other variations. Most
of these derived from forms of townball or rounders, such as "two
old cat" and the "Massachusetts game." And there was still cricket,
especially in Philadelphia. But like Boston, Philadelphia was "not
as influential in the hinterlands" as New York and their games not
as attractive to spectators and fans (27).
Although baseball "never lost its special quality of being part
pastoral country game and part scientific, rational urban amusement" (24), it was for some years a city game. Before the war commenced, competition between clubs organized around
neighborhood, class, profession, religion, politics, even gender,
expanded in towns and cities across the North and in parts of the
South, even though that region generally resisted the new phenomenon. Northeastern college campuses also hosted games by
the late 1850s.
The War at first probably slowed the spread of baseball. But
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1

102

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 83, Number 2

northern troops who often "carried bats and balls in their knap
sacks* (4'7) gradually resorted to ball games as a form of entertainment and conditioning. Those who had played at home taught
those who had not, and in prisoner of war camps, northerners
showed southerners. On the home front, by 1863, the booming
northern economy encouraged noncombatants to play or watch
and then to socialize afterward. This rising demand for higher
quality play encouraged commercialization of the sport, more elite
championship competitions, and expanded press coverage to satisf)l public curiosity. And the gamblers were not far behind.
The later popular acceptance of the Doubleday myth, apparently fabricated by Albert Spalding in the early 1900s, may derive
from the same reasons as the spread of the New York game after
1845: the search for something truly American; its ties to New
York, city or state, the center of quintessential industrial America;
and the alleged role of a military man from the Army of the Union,
reviving the war-time linkage of baseball to the military cause.
Kirsch makes a point that several scholars have made regarding the
role of sports in helping emerging modern nations define their
unique character and identi ty. Eduardo Archetti links soccer and
polo to the tango in shaping twentiethcentury Argentina. Janet
Lever and Joseph Page see soccer as a force in uniting a dispersed
Brazil. Louis Pirez and Roberto Gonzilez Echevarria cite baseball
as one force in Cuba's rejection of Spain. C.L.R James praises
cricket for helping to bring Caribbean colonial peoples together in
challenging British rule. If Kirsch is correct in his assertion that
"the ties between baseball and the American nation first forged in
the Civil War continue into the twenty-first century" (135), clearly
the role of popular culture and its heroes, as opposed to narrow
politics, needs to be more closely examined as a factor in the
growth of modern nationalism.
Kirsch's book is fun to read and probably goes farther than
other histories in finding baseball so important, so early, to so
many Americans. Still, I would be more convinced if there were
footnotes and the documentation a bit more comprehensive.
Joseph Arbena

C h o n University

Tampa Cigarr W&:
A FictorialHistoly. By Robert P. Ingalls and
Louis A. PerezJr. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2003.
x, 235 pp. Acknowledgments, bibliography. $29.95 cloth.)
Published by STARS, 2004
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The story of Tampa cigar making reveals much about twentiethcentury Florida. Its growth and development, and their link to
leisure and pleasure; its demographic, cultural, and political ties to
the Caribbean; the hidden narrative of working-class resistance to
business power: all this and more have shaped the history of the
state. While numerous scholars have explored these themes in
articles and monographs, Robert Ingalls and Louis Perez add in
Tampa Cigar Wwkers a moving and convincing account of the
changes cigar workers experienced between 1885 and the1970s.
The various images that fill the book and the timely quotes from
contemporary sources and reminiscences that bolster these images
make this collection a true treasure for students of Tampa and
Florida history. The concise introduction entitled, "The World of
Tampa Cigar Workers," sets the themes and organization of the
book well, and the subsequent chapters are organized chronologically with emphasis, logically, on the heyday of cigar making during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The book's
greatest strength, though, is the subtle sophistication of its
arrangement and its accessibility to a wider public outside of the
academy. The long relationship that both Ingalls and Pirez have
had with Tampa both in teaching at the University of South
Florida (Pirez is now at University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill)
and their own scholarly work on its history appears in this labor of
love.
The authors set out to correct the public memory of Ybor City,
West Tampa, and the cigar makers who lived in it. Both Ybor City
and West Tampa developed in the late nineteenth century as a
home to cigar manufacturing and to immigrant workers from
Cuba, Spain, and Italy. Established in the 1880s and taking the
name of the Spanish irnigrk Cuban manufacture, Vincente
Martinez Ybor, Tampa's Ybor City has since become "a kind of
theme park for tourists and revelers . . . purged of all original sin
associated with immigrant radicalism, labor militancy and social
protest" (14). Urban renewal during the 1960s damaged Latin
Tampa and led to the whitewashing preservation efforts beginning
in the 1970s. Ingalls and Perez capture the "old ambiate" back by
returning to the cigarmaker world. Through excellent use of oral
histories, newspaper interviews, photographs, and the writings of
natives who grew up in either Ybor City or West Tampa, they succeed in this historic recreation. As public history, Tampa Cigar
Workers offers readers a museum-like experience of Ybor City,
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1
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refined with a delicate human sensibility for community building,
respect for the dignity of work, and the importance of remembering the travails and successes experienced by cigar makers and
their families.
The narrative told is fairly straightforward and follows the
established historiography. Cigar workers faced consistent opposition from employers. Indeed, Ybor moved to Tampa in part
because he sought to escape worker organization in Key West.
Workers often succeeded in maintaining worker control over production, in defining work conditions, and in creating a community despite remaining on the margins of Tampa's Anglo world.
Ingalls and Perez highlight the power of employers and the complicity of the local government to intimidate strikers and thus quell
union protest. The chapter on mutual aid societies demonstrates
the hard work of community building engaged in by the various
ethnic groups. The Cantro Espanol, Centro Asuriano, La Uni6n Marti
Maceo, L'Unione Italiana, to name some of the most prominent, are
given space. Photos of their respective buildings, lists of memberships, actual members posing for the camera, highlight the liveliness and effort needed to create communities. However, the
mechanization of cigar making process proved the death knell of
Tampa cigar makers' world. Migration out of Ybor City after
World War I1 and the urban renewal of the 1960s nearly wiped out
the history of this once vibrant Latin city.
While some of the photos in the book have appeared in other
works on Tampa, the collection stands on its own. The pictures
and accompanying quotes of the lkctmes (readers) retell this central
aspect of cigar making radicalism. One should hesitate to use that
term, though, after seeing and reading the presentation in the
book. One will learn how workers actually practiced democracy in
organizing their world. Workers debated over what literature was
to be read and fought to keep the use of Zectores against employer
disapproval in strikes in 1920 and 1931, sacrificing money and
security in the process. As the "prince of the factory," the readers
used the strength of their voices (fbmo de @to) without the aid of
a loudspeaker to project the political news of the day (gleaned
from various local, national, and international newspapers), news
from labor organizations, and more entertaining and lighter material (if the early reading of Emile Zola may be deemed light). How
this can be construed as radicalism only highlights the extent of
how conservative discourse has shaped memory. Not only did the
Published by STARS, 2004
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reading help educate the workers, it also served to entertain and
further tie the workers together in their collective work experience. Take for instance the photo preceding the presentation of
the lectmes. Manuel Garcia Alonso served as el Cafetero, the man in
charge of serving Cuban coffee in one factory. The photo shows
him serving coffee to cigar makers, and the quotes below the picture indicate the skill of Alonso. The quotes note the additional
peddling of foods that went on in the factory creating "as much
fun as a carnival" (80). The placement of this photo suggests the
bonding that occurred from such simple things as a shared cup of
coffee. One need only imagine the extent of conversation surrounding the Zectmes readings.
While the first image appearing in Tampa Cigar W m b s is that
of Vincente Martinez Ybor, the book ends appropriately with a picture of the elderlyJose Yglesias, the son of cigar makers, standing
in front of his Ybor house. Few others did as much to recover the
history of Ybor City, as is noted in the short bibliography ending
the book. After experiencing the lives of cigar workers through
this book, though, one could hardly imagine a finer ending. While
Ybor may have founded this immigrant community, it was the
workers who defined its legacy.
Thomas Castillo

University of Maryland

Sugar Baron: Manuel Rionda and the Fortunes of W t z s t m Cuba. By
Muriel McAvoy. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2003.
340 pp. List of illustrations and maps, notes, bibliography,
index. $27.95 cloth.)
Perhaps no other country offers as many opportunities and
insights to study the rise of the United States as a world power during the twentieth century as Cuba. U.S.-Cuban relations have long
been a topic of historical studies through examining such critical
moments as the birth of imperialistic policies at the end of the
nineteenth century, intervention through marine occupations during the early twentieth century, and the height of the cold war during the Cuban Missile Crisis. Yet, despite this rich historiography,
few scholars have looked in detail at the business history between
the two countries that underpinned directly and indirectly many of
these antagonistic relations. For this reason, Muriel McAvoy's
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detailed biography of Manuel Rionda's domination of the Cuban
sugar industry through his stewardship of the largest sugar company on the island known as the Cuban Cane Sugar Corporation
fills a large void in the historical scholarship.
McAvoy's biography of Manuel Rionda draws almost exclusively on material from one of the richest sources for twentiethcentury Cuban history (outside of Cuba itself), the Braga Brothers
Collection at the University of Florida. Few published book-length
studies have mined the 730 linear feet collection as extensively as
McAvoy. In order to work through the documents, she focused
largely on Rionda's own correspondence to flesh out in detail his
life story. Rionda illustrates the intimate economic connections
between the two countries like few other individuals and offers an
ideal case study to examine the business history of the two countries.
Born in Spain and educated in the United States, Rionda
made his fortune in Cuba through pairing international capital
and investors with the expansion of the Cuban sugar industry. The
strength of McAvoy's study and its important contribution to the
literature rest with its emphasis that Cuban businessmen did not
simply serve as the pawns of Wall Street corporations. Through her
examination of Rionda, she argues that Cubans often directed the
corporations financed with U.S. capital.
While the focus of the book overwhelmingly and naturally concentrates on Rionda and the Byzantine relations with foreign
investors from the 1890s to the 1930s, McAvoy accomplishes much
more by touching upon other themes in twentiethcentury Cuban
histoly. For example, Manuel Rionda often served as representative of the Cuban elite with his preference for US annexation: "As
far as I am personally, concerned the sooner [the Americans] g o b
ble up the Islands, the better for me" (44). Like other important
figures in the Cuban sugar industry, he corresponded with such
influential shapers of U.S. policy toward Cuba as Herbert Hoover
and Senator Platt, the latter author of the infamous "Platt
Amendment." In addition, Rionda's domination of the sugar
industry analyzed by McAvoy provides a detailed managerial perspective on the concentration of the Cuban sugar industry in the
hands of fewer and fewer refiners. This process resulted in the creation of the c o h o system whereby sugar cane production resembled sharecropping with most of the risk of production passed
onto agricultural workers.
Published by STARS, 2004
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The strength of McAvoy's study with its focus on Rionda also
reveals some of it shortcomings. Since the biography overwhelming draws upon Rionda's own correspondence, other perspectives
are often missing despite the author's attempt to handle the biases inherent in these self-congratulatory sources. The business
records of the financial backers of Rionda's operations are not
examined in detail nor are the diplomatic records and consular
reports of the U.S government that have proven invaluable for
other histories of U.S.-Cuban relations. While worker strikers are
often mentioned, the overwhelmingly focus on Rionda often
leaves the causes behind their protest unclear and only cursorily
examined.
Apart from these shortcomings only expected of a pioneering
work, McAvoy's biography of one of the most influential figures in
Cuba's sugar history fills a glaring historiographical gap.
Hopefully, other scholars will build upon her work to provide
detailed studies of other figures and firms so that Cuban business
history will be understood more completely in the future.
Matt D. Childs

Flon'da State University

Death In the Evetglades: l
k Murder of Guy Bmdley, America's First
Ma*
to E m i r 0 1 2 d i s m . By Stuart McIver. (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 2003. xviii, 167 pp. Foreword by
Raymond Arsenault and Gary R. Monnino, series editors, preface, chronology, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth.)

Stuart McIver's Death in the Everglades: The Murder of Guy
Bradlq, Ammica s' First Martyr to Environwtalism will please a wide
variety of readers. The details of Guy Bradley's life provide excellent source material for a lively tale, and the author's lucid style
only adds to the reader's pleasure. Anyone interested in the early
days of bird protection in Florida, the birth of the Audubon
Society, or pioneer life in south Florida will be entertained by this
book, but it also has enough historical data to serve as a supplemental text in an advanced level Florida history class.
Born in Chicago in 1870, Guy moved to Florida in 1876 after
his father Edwin Ruthven Bradley, called E.R. by his friends, decided that frontier Florida offered him the promise of a bright future.
E.R. well understood the value of pioneering: his family had
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1
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arrived on the Mayflowds second voyage, and his own father, Asa,
had prospered during the 1840s and 1850s in Chicago-the period during which a mere village began its rapid growth into a major
metropolis. After a couple of false starts in Florida, the family
finally bought a sailboat and transported themselves to Lake
Worth, the area that would be their home for the next two
decades.
McIver does well in pointing out that while the Bradley family
pioneered, they were hardly rugged individualists. The elder
Bradley enthusiastically accepted opportunities for public employment when offered. E.R.served as keeper of the house of refuge
at Ft. Lauderdale (a haven for shipwrecked seamen), delivered
mail from Lake Worth to Fort Dallas (later Miami), and became
the first Superintendent of Dade County schools. In addition,
when Henry Flagler and his railroad transformed the Lake Worth
area from a sleepy backwater to an elite resort, E.R became a land
agent for the tycoon and uprooted his family for yet another move,
this time to the undeveloped Cape Sable region, where he hoped
to profit from the land boom that the advancing rails promised.
For Guy Bradley, however, life in Florida entailed much more
than an opportunity in a new land. He came to Florida as a mere
child of six, and for him, Florida offered a world of possibilities
only partially apparent to his parents. Growing up amid the flora
and fauna of a virtually untouched land, Bradley developed an intimate understanding of the environmental realities of the only
home he ever truly knew, and he readily adapted to the ways of its
people. This meant that Bradley shot birds for plumes, killed alligators for hides, and caught fish for food or trade with little
thought for the environmental changes his activities caused. For
Bailey, the bounties of Florida's environment presented not only
natural wonders to admire but also cash opportunities for the taking. But he also shared a good dose of his family's ambition for
official position, and when the Audubon Society began looking for
a warden to protect the plume birds around Flamingo, he readily
offered himself for the position. When the Society offered him the
job, Bradley's joy knew no bounds, for he finally not only had an
official place but also a reliable cash income.
Bradley's new task proved daunting. Responsible for protecting the plume birds along Florida's southern tip with only a motor
launch and a .32caliber pistol, he met with little success in spite of
seemingly sincere efforts to accomplish his task. To put it simply,
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the plume hunters knew of Bradley's actions and imitated the
advice given to hitters during the early years of the twentieth century, baseball's dead ball era: that is, they simply "hit em' where they
ain't." In addition, Bradley chose a bad time to try to dissuade local
residents from giving up a traditional source of cash. During the
second year of his tenure as Audubon warden, Henry Flagler decided to bypass Cape Sable and build the Key West extension down the
Florida Keys rather than across Florida Bay from Flamingo. This
move crushed the hopes of E.R., Flagler's land agent for the Cape,
and surely caused some degree of consternation among Flamingo's
other leading families, the Smiths and Robertses.
In better times, the Smiths, Robertses, and Bradleys had been
on good terms, but by the Spring of 1905, about eighteen months
after Flagler's fateful decision, someone shot up the Smith's home
under the cover of darkness. Although nobody was injured, the
message was clear-somebody wanted the Smiths out of town, and
the family assumed they were the Bradleys and Robertses. Walter
Smith, the head of the clan, had distinguished himself in combat
during the Civil War and responded to the threat by going to Key
West and buying a .38 caliber rifle-the same gun that killed Guy
Bradley in July 1905 as the warden attempted to arrest Walter's son
for hunting birds illegally on Pelican Island, a National Wildlife
Preserve since March 1903. After a slipshod investigation and the
use of political connections, the grand jury at Key West refused to
indict Walter Smith for murder. At Flamingo, unknown people
burned the Smith homestead to the ground, and Walter Smith,
this time taking the notm-subtle hint, moved his family first to
Chokoloskee, on Florida's lower west coast, and then to Pompano,
even further out of harm's way; and peace returned to the small
town of Flamingo.
McIver's handling of Key West's legal process and his depiction of the people of Flamingo represent the book's only serious
flaws. As presented, the reader can only view the grand jury's failure to indict Smith as a whitewash perpetrated by a particularly
brazen group of scoff laws for whom justice represented a foreign
concept. As for the citizens of Flamingo, the author reports, "In
Flamingo it is doubtful that everyone was upset by Flagler's decision to bypass the cape. People who had fled to Mingo would not
have applauded the coming of law and order."
McIver does not give the grand jury a fair shake. From the
beginning, the case lacked a thorough investigation, and most cerhttps://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1
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tainly within the five months between the killing and the hearing
all the citizens of Key West became aware of the feud between the
Smiths and the Bradleys. Surely this knowledge raised questions
about selective enforcement of what was, at best, an unpopular law;
and an attempt by Bradley to use his official position to persecute
a known enemy could not be overlooked. At the time of the
killing, then, both men bore both arms and animosity. In addition, both men came from respected, if not elite, families, and
American jurisprudence has at all times and in all places treated
such people with a deference unknown to common criminals. The
failure to indict did, after all, have the effect of bringing peace to
Flamingo, and in a small face-to-face society this may be the most
important value of all.
Finally, a word about the lawless rabble that supposedly inhabited the Florida frontier. Although McIver's assertion about
Mingo citizen's lack of enthusiasm for the law bears no attribution,
surely his confidence in making this statement comes from his
knowledge of traveler's accounts about Florida's crackers. Mostly
northerners or Europeans, their condemnation of all aspects of
cracker life springs from their deep ignorance of what they saw
rather than from a dispassionate assessment of a people. Stated
simply, Crackers lived in ways they found rewarding within the context of their environment, both natural technological. Railroads,
and the changes they initiated, came late to Florida, and those who
made use of rails to visit the state little realized that they were, in
effect, taking a trip back in time. Historians of Florida should start
regarding the biased accounts of Gilded Age advocates of gentility
for what they are-the reduction of a culturally different people to
little more tan stick figures-and begin the process of taking the
lives of Florida's crackers and pioneers seriously.
David McCally

University of Florida

Baptist Ways: A Hishy. By Bill J. Leonard. (Valley Forge, Penn.:
Judson Press, 2003. xv, 480 pp. Foreword, preface, epilogue,
bibliography, index. $30.00 paper.)
In Baptist Ways: A History, Bill J. Leonard attempts the nearimpossible, namely, writing a single volume general history of people who range theologically from extreme Calvinists to
anti-Calvinists and whose polity ranges from liturgical to cornPublished by STARS, 2004
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pletely unstructured. These people are called "Baptists," and
Leonard maintains that while they may share certain distinctions,
there are numerous ways to "be Baptist."
Generally speaking, Baptist history instructors only have two
choices for texts. On the one hand, Robert G. Torbet's A Histmy
of the Baptists has been around since 1950 and is dated despite the
fact that it is currently in its third edition. On the other hand, H.
Leon McBeth's The Baptist Heritage: Four Centuries of Baptist Witness
is a much heftier tome than Torbet (850 pages versus 585 pages)
that bogs readers down in a sea of details, but likely will not see a
second edition. Neither text has pictures, maps, or any other "student-friendlyn learning aid. McBeth's text has a supplemental
reader, A Sourcebook for Baptist Heritage, but much like its corresponding text, Sourcebook is cumbersome and can overwhelm students with material.
Happily, Leonard's work addresses some of these challenges.
First, most Baptist history survey courses are one semester long and
with 480 pages divided into sixteen chapters, this text is more easily digestible than Torbet's eighteen chapters or McBeth's seventeen chapters. Second, Leonard has an engaging writing style that
keeps readers interested without sacrificing detail. Thus, he may
have produced a text that students will enjoy reading. He has also
highlights the roles that women and minority groups have played
in shaping Baptist history. Moreover, his treatment of hymnody
may be the book's most surprising and refreshing feature.
Unfortunately, Leonard's work suffers from many of the same
flaws that mar Torbet and McBeth. For some reason,Judson Press
chose not to grace Baptist Ways: A History with pictures, charts, or
graphs. In fairness to all concerned, Leonard may be working on
a supplemental volume that will be released at a later date. It may
also be that Judson chose not to use pictures in an effort to keep
the final price reasonable. In either case, visual aids of some sort
would have strengthened this work.
On a more serious level, Leonard's prose may be clear but his
organizational scheme for this book is not. In Chapters 1-7, he
addresses the theories of Baptist origins, Baptist identity, and early
Baptist development by toggling between Britain and the United
States. Chapters 8 and 9 cover American Baptists in the nineteenth century, while Chapter 10 addresses Baptists in the
Caribbean. Leonard then dedicates Chapter 11 to African
American Baptists but does not return to American Baptists until
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1
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Chapter 16. Moreover, when he returns to the United States,
Leonard pays scant attention to Southern Baptists over the past
forty years. Granted, anyone familiar with Leonard's career knows
that he faced considerable turmoil when he taught at The
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary during what has come to
be known as "The Controversy," "The Conservative Resurgence,"
or "The Fundamentalist Takeover of the Southern Baptist
Convention," depending on one's perspective. Nomenclature
aside, subsequent generations of historians will surely rank "The
Controversyn as one of the most significant events, or series of
events, in Baptist history for the entire twentieth century. How is
it, then, that Paige Patterson and Paul Pressler, the men most
closely associated with Southern Baptist life between 1970 and
2000 are not even mentioned by name?
In the last analysis, Baptist Ways: A Histmy maintains that
Baptists have never constituted a monolithic movement in their
march through history. Rather, they have been a noisy, contentious bunch that occasionally "got it right" but seldom agreed
on anything. Leonard captures this spirit by suggesting a list of
thirteen "ideals and emphases that seem endemic to Baptist individuality," but wryly observes in an endnote that other Baptists will
probably find his list lacking (42425). Amen to that . . . and a
number of other things.
Keith Harper

Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary

American EmpZmpzre:
me Realities and Cot~sequencesof U.S. Diplomacy.
By Andrew J. Bacevich. (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University
Press, 2002. x, 302 pp. Preface, introduction, notes, acknowledgments, index. $29.95 cloth.)
For nearly half of the twentieth century, American foreign policy decisions evolved directly from the ideological posturing of the
Cold War. Americans rallied and unified under the banners of
freedom and democracy, defining our collective identity in opposition to the "evils" of communism. But, as the Communist
regimes around the world showed signs of faltering-Eastern
Europe in the 1980s, Tiananmen Square in 1989, and, ultimately,
the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991-a coherent and familiar
policy simultaneously dissolved. With the rhetorical lynchpin
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removed, American policymakers watched helplessly as unquestioning support for foreign policy uncoupled from the momentum-generating engine of the Cold War. It appeared that
presidential administrations would need to find a new drum to
beat when garnering support for international ventures.
At first glance, foreign policy decisions in the 1990s were
undertaken on a case-bycase basis, dependent as much on the
mood of the American public and the administration as they were
on the situation at hand. Upon further inspection, however,
Andrew J. Bacevich discards that proposition. In Ammican Empire,
Bacevich, professor of international relations and director of
the Center for International Relations at Boston University, identifies a remarkably consistent policy that allowed for minimal shifts
in foreign policy decisions despite such momentous global
upheaval. Since the end of the nineteenth century, American foreign policyrnakers have formulated policies based on the tacit yet
consistent strategy that economic expansionism is a necessary prerequisite for American security and well-being. An open global
market is the most productive atmosphere for the pursuit of that
strategy, and threats to the multilateral exchange of products and
information also threaten the progressive development of
American interests.
The self-serving nature of this strategy has been well disguised
by altruistic proclamations touting the "interdependence of
nationsn and the "indivisibility of peace." Anywhere people are
deprived of personal liberties, the United States has an obligation
to alleviate such suffering. So long as the Soviet Union could be
portrayed as the aggressor, the creativity of that mission statement
constructed American intervention as a defensive strategy. When
communism faltered in the 1990s, George H.W. Bush and Bill
Clinton transitioned to an aggressive stance based on the same
domestically driven principles, as witnessed over and again in
Columbia, Bosnia, Somalia, the Persian Gulf, and China to name a
few examples. So entrenched were these ideals that when the
United States remained on the sidelines during crises in Rwanda
and the Sudan, allegations of irresponsibility and moral indifference raged across the nation and the world.
Yet, Americans reflecting on U.S. foreign policy rarely recognize an aggressive element in such undertakings. Bacevich attrib
utes this to the "myth of the reluctant superpower," or the
widespread belief amongst Americans that international activism is
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1
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more a duty than a choice. Whether by provocation, as with World
Wars I and 11, or by its responsibility as the most technologically
advanced and militarily superior nation, the U.S. is bound by
ethical code to protect the concept of a global open market
and defend personal liberties everywhere. Thus, globalization has
its conceits; the price of success and progress (as defined, of
course, by Americans) is constant vigilance and the proactive
mediation of potentially explosive situations. The various
American naval attachments patrolling the globe in concert with
strategically positioned allied forces-respectively labeled "gunboats" and "Gurkhas" by Bacevich--exemplify efforts to preserve
the prosperity of the American economy (first) and of democracy
as a whole.
While Bacevich's assessment is insightful, the comprehensive
nature of his foreign policy foray does invite certain criticisms, the
most glaring of which is the placement of American allies in this
grand scheme. Throughout the narrative, he tends to focus primarily on contentious relationships and controversial events.
Britain, NATO, and the United Nations are frequently present, but
they are rarely presented as more than willing pawns in U.S.
humanitarian missions or as obstacles in the way of American
intervention. Perhaps this is only fitting; the bilateral posturing of
the Cold War relegated other international players to the fine
print of history texts as well. Still, those relationships are as integral to the formulation of a foreign policy strategy as any others,
and they are sorely missing from this book.
On the whole, American Empire is a fluid and captivating read.
Bacevich eloquently blends analyses and suppositions with the
abundance of newspaper articles, speeches, and policy evaluations
he offers as documentation. Anyone struggling to understand the
position of the U.S. in the global hierarchy and the opposition that
often emerges from American intervention will benefit immeasurably from this work. As one final endorsement, the conclusions
offered within still remain valid in the post-september 11 world.
One need look no further than to the 2004 State of the Union
address: "By bringing hope to the oppressed, and deliveringjustice
to the violent, [American servicemen and women] are making
America more secure."

Charles Crosby
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Searchingfm Their P k s : Women in the South Amss Four Centuries.
Edited by Thomas H. Appleton Jr. and Angel Boswell.
(Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2003. 296 pp.
Introduction, about the editors and the contributors, index.
$39.95 cloth.)
Thomas Appleton and Angela Boswell chose the thirteen
essays for Searching for Their Places from the best papers presented
at the Southern Conference on Women's History held at the
University of Richmond in summer 2000. Like others in the series,
this fifth volume developed from the triennial conferences of the
Southern Association of Women Historians celebrates the diversity of recent scholarship in women's history. The editors included
histories of individual women, of women's work and volunteer
organizations, and of the ways women have wielded influence and
affected change from the seventeenth to the twentieth century.
Some of the women studied in these essays found empowerment
by using the special, if generally marginalized, perquisites of gender and feminine sexuality. In other cases, women reformers
found their options limited by gender; and in most cases, race
became a factor in their successes and failures. They were all
southern women, living and operating in mixed race societies
from 1600sJarnestown to 1960s New Orleans; and both race and
gender determined their opportunities and status in their respective milieus. The title tells us the book is about southern womennative and enslaved women, elite slave owners, Lost Cause
apologists, and middleclass churchwomen, club women, and
other reformers-finding "their places" in their various societies.
Another theme that surfaces throughout the essays is the significance of individual and small group efforts: that is, the changes
affected for entire communities by the efforts of one determined
woman or by a group of like minded women. As general rule, the
women found personal empowerment through this individual
agency, even when their efforts were not obviously or immediately
successful.
The female empowerment of which these essays speak did
not always indicate southern progress. Winnie Davis, the "perpetual daughter" of Jefferson Davis, and the women of the
United Daughters of the Confederacy who canonized her, are
the best examples of this phenomenon. Cita Cook details
Davis's apparent disinterest in her father's legacy and almost
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1
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cynical acceptance of the royal mantle offered by her worshipers
in the late nineteenth century. The white women who idealized
Winnie Davis looked back to an idealized Old South and, with
the unproductive martyred "daughter" as their standard bearer,
bartered away the possibility of joining as equal partners in the
New South. In Cook's memorable language they "agreed to
wear a mask of feminine innocence and to remain (motionless)
atop a pedestal. . . . [Tlhey chose . . . daughterly dependence
over mature self-reliance" (160).
On the other hand, authentic royal women in seventeenthcentury Virginia used similar but perhaps more forthright feminine stratagems to gain advantages for Indians of the Powatan
Confederacy. In "Pocahontas Was Not the Only One," a splendid essay by Virginia Bernhard, we learn how Indian women
also bartered with white men but, in their case, for power and
diplomatic advantage in a time when their people were at terrible risk. Another essay about the use of sexuality to advantage,
and sometimes to obtain freedom, is "Nocturnal Adventures in
Mulatto Alley" by Cynthia Kennedy. Kennedy's heroines are
black women who served as mistresses and housekeepers for
white men in late eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century
Charleston.
Many of the remaining chapters speak to the possibilities for
women in the arena of social reform. Surprisingly, only one
essay, Shannon Frystak's close investigation of the local, state,
and national pressures on the League of Women Voters of New
Orleans as it worked to integrate its membership between
1953 and 1960, describes the period after World War 11. The lack
of essays about women in civil rights or other movements of
the post-war period is disappointing; but perhaps the omission is
corrected by the other volumes in this series. Radical women of
any stripe are rare among the reformers whose stories appear
here, though southern opponents of New Deal labor reform, like
the opponents of the non-partisan League of Women Voters,
often characterized reforming women as radicals. After the
essays on slave women, the heroines (if that is a proper designation) are all white, middle-class southern women, politically middle-of-the-road. Some, like the Poppenheim sisters of South
Carolina, were very conservative women on matters of race; others, like Abbie Holmes Christensen in the same state, hid their
interest African Americans in order to fit in socially and remain
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able to raise money for her causes. Searchingfor Their Places is an
interesting collection of essays for general readers and, though
narrow in its scope, a fine book for teachers of southern history
to share with students and colleagues.
Sarah Hart Brown

Florida Atlantic University

on DiifAzy: AtbEic Rz'tuul and Ethnic Diversity wit%
in Southern Regionalism. Ed. Celeste Ray. (Tuscaloosa:
University of Alabama Press, 2003. viii, 301 pp. Illustrations,
introduction, glossary, contributors, index. $49.95 cloth.)

Southem Heri-

What is the South? Who is a Southerner? Is there still a
South and, if so, how do you describe its culture? Is the South a
solid, homogeneous entity? What lies beyond the "stereotype"
Southerner that people envision as a true Southerner? These are
questions that historians of the South have pondered and debated for decades. The debate continues and not just among
historians.
In this collection of essays a diverse group of scholars-anthropologists, a historian, a cultural geographer, a researcher of health
policy and epidemiology,a sociologist, and an English professortackle these questions. They do not rely on solid facts like census
reports or quantifiable economic trends, but on their "field observations" of how diverse ethnic groups living in the southern United
States display their culture through public rituals and community
gatherings.
The essays provide a useful and interesting look at the ethnicity and cultural diversity of the South. From the jazz funeral processions in the streets of New Orleans to the annual Natchez
Pilgrimage in Mississippi and the Scottish Highland games atop
Grandfather Mountain in North Carolina, the reader is exposed to
a diverse southern culture, or heritage, that is often overlooked by
many people, both within and outside the South. The reality of a
southern culture based in Mexican heritage or a celebration of
Southeastern tribe's heritage through the powwow helps deconstruct the myth of a solid southern culture as one that is simply
portrayed as black and white.
Southern heritage is often a combination of memories, both
true and false. This heritage is not static but in fact changes or
adapts. And people often choose to remember the past in light of
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1
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their present needs. The best example of this is in the essay on
"Forget the Alarno; Fiesta and San Antonio's Public Memory" by
Laura Ehrisman. She points out that the annual celebration no
longer has a focus on the actual battle of the Alamo. The celebration of the Battle of the Alamo and its power to place Mexican
Americans in a "subordinate status in the region's public memory"
(194) has slowly been set aside. San Antonio's Mexicano community now shares control of the event with the Anglo communitythe "cultural custodianship" of local history.
Often, public ritual becomes the battleground for competing
memories of the past. Steven Hoelscher's essay on the display of
heritage in Natchez is a good example. In Natchez, Southern heritage is defined, or shaped, by competing forces-those who want
to preserve the myth of the Lost Cause, those who want to be
remembered as part of the past, and those who look at the past as
a tool for economic prosperity. Instead of bringing the entire
community together, the Natchez Pilgrimage, or actually control
of it, acts as a permanent wedge between African Americans and
whites.
There is one essay that focuses on Florida. Joan Flocks and
Paul Monaghan examine Mexican Independence Day Festivals
in Central Florida. They demonstrate that public rituals like
the Eustis Festival held by the Mexican community in this area
of Florida "expresses and promotes its culture to outsiders"
(175). But they also argue that the festival has a tint of
American culture: raffles for pickup trucks and microwaves,
young Mexicans wearing Tampa Bay Buccaneer jerseys and
baseball caps, and the gran baile rather than the traditional, formal vaquerestyle dress.
While the essays provide useful insight into the true culture of
the South--one that is diverse-they do not include all of the cultures and heritages present in the region. In Atlanta, for example,
there is a growing Asian community and one of the largest concentrations of Caribbean island immigrants in the United States.
Koreans are also a growing presence in the metropolitan area. In
the mountains of North Carolina and along the Texas and
Louisiana coast there are Vietnamese immigrants who have established a new home and have tried to maintain their cultural heritage amidst an overpowering American and Southern cultural
influence.
This is a wonderful collection of firsthand research that will
Published by STARS, 2004

119

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 83 [2004], No. 2, Art. 1

234
FLORIDAHISTORICAL
QUARTERLY
enlighten those who view Southern history as a story with only
white and black actors. Although not in the vein of historical
research, the collection gives historians a useful tool for discussing
the diversity of southern culture and its people. The questions
"what is the South?" and "who is a Southerner?" have been made
easier to answer with this book.
Craig Steven Pascoe

Ge@
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History News
Callfor Papers
The 2005 Annual Meeting of the Florida Historical Society will be
held on May 18-21 at the Colony Hotel in Palm Beach. The meeting theme is "From Gators to Glitz: Community Builders in
Florida," and papers and panels that focus on the community
builders from Henry Flagler, Addison Mizner, and Carl Fisher to
Cyrus Weed Teed and the Walt Disney Corporation are welcomed.
Presenters are encouraged to suggest session chairs. Please send a
full vitae (including email address) and a paper proposal to Dr.
Nick Wynne, Florida Historical Society, 2005 Annual Meeting, 435
Brevard Ave., Cocoa, FL. Deadline for submissions is 1 February
2005. Scholars who are accepted for the program will be notified
by e-mail by 15 March 2005. A full-length copy of the paper will be
due to the Society offices by 15 April 2005.
The 44th annual Florida Conference of Historians will be held
March 17-19,2005in Tampa, Florida. The organization welcomes
single papers and whole panels in any field of history from college
faculty, high school teachers, and graduate and undergraduate students. The keynote speaker will be Nancy A. Hewitt, Professor of
History and Women's Studies at Rutgers University and author of
Southern Discomfort: Women5 Activism in Tampa, Florida, 1880s-1920s.
Deadline for submission of papers is 1 December 2004. Submit
paper and panel proposals to jennifer.trost@saintleo.edu or send
to Dr. Jennifer Trost, FCH President-Elect, History Department,
Saint Leo University, Saint Leo, FL 335'74. For more information,
visit http://fch.ju.edu.
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Lecture Series
Florida Southern College's Florida Lecture Series announces its
spring 2005 schedule of speakers. All lectures are free, open to the
public, and held at 7 p.m. in the Hollis Room on the Florida
Southern campus. For more information, call (863) 680-3001 or
email historycenter@flsouthern.edu.

27 January 2005
10 February 2005
24 March 2005

"Florida Literature: A Great
Disorder is in Order" Maurice 0'
Sullivan, Rollins College
"Bartow: Florida's Ossian Sweet
Story" Phyllis Vine
"The Heart of Florida: Polk County,
1940-2000" Canter Brown, Florida
A8cM University

Websites

Issues of the Iilorida HistoricaE Quzthrough 1996 are available
online.
Visit the Florida Heritage Collection at
http://susdl.fcla.edu/£h/ and do a title search for "Florida
Historical Quarterly." While users may freely search and read
these electronic versions of the QuarterZy, permission to distribute
them either in print or electronically must be received from the
Society's office. Directions are available at the website.
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Notes for Contributors
The mda
Historical Quarter4 is a refereed journal. Articles
submitted to the journal should be original contributions and
should not be under consideration for any other publication at the
same time. Each manuscrip t-double-spaced with footnotesshould be submitted in duplicate. Please do not send electronic
manuscripts until requested by editor. All pages should be numbered consecutively. There is no standard length for articles but a
useful target is twenty-five to thirty-five pages (including notes).
Details of the author's identity, institutional affiliation, full
address, and other contact information should be included on a
separate cover sheet. Any acknowledgments should be included
on the cover sheet as well.
Authors are responsible for ensuring that the final version of
their article conforms to the journal style. The editor will not
undertake retyping of manuscripts before publication. A guide to
style and presentation is obtainable online at the Florida Historical
Quarterly webpage or by request from the editor. Footnotes should
be numbered consecutively through the article. Please do not use
endnotes or bibliographical references.
Following acceptance for publication, articles should be submitted on a high density, IBM compatible 3.5 inch disk, accompanied by a hard copy. Any illustrations or tables should be copied
into separate disk files from the text. Do not use wordprocessing
formats for tables. Prepare tables using tabs. All illustrations
should be prepared in black and white. A hard copy of all illustrations and tables should also accompany article.
Each disk should be labeled with the journal's name, abbreviated article title, author=s name, and wordprocessing software
used. It is the author's responsibility to ensure that where copyright materials are required permission of the copyright holder
has been obtained. Authors are entitled to five free copies of the
issue in which their article appears. Copyright in articles published in the Florida Historical Quarterly rests with the Florida
Historical Society.
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The Florida Historical Society
The Historical Society of Florida, 1856
The Florida Historical Society, successor, 1902
The Florida Historical Society, incorporated, 1905
OFFICERS

Q

Robert A. Taylor, President
Samuel J. Boldrick, Vice-President
Theodore B. Vanltallie, Immediate Past President

B

Jost B. FernPndez, President-EZect
Patricia Bartlett, Secretary

DIRECTORS
Joe Akerman, Madison
Benjamin Brotemarkle, Titusville
Ted Burrows, Fort Pierce
Harold Cardwell, Daytona Beach
Robert Cook, Tavares
Ernest Dibble, St. Petersburg
George L. Harrell, Cocoa
Leonard Lempel, Daytona Beach

Jean McNary, Dade City
Charles E. McPherson, The Villages
Richard D. Moorhead, Winter Park
David Paterno, Melbourne
Richard S. Prescott, Fort Myers
Larry E. Rivers, Tallahassee
Robert E. Snyder, Lutz
Lindsey Williams, Punta Gorda

ex-officio:
Alma Clyde Field, Florida Historical Library Foundation
Jerrell Schofner, Rossetter House Foundation
STAFF
Lewis N. Wynne, Exfcutive Director
Barbara West, Assistant DirectorJm finance
Debra T. Wynne, Archivist and Volunteer Corndinator
Dating its origins to St. Augustine in 1856, the Florida Historical Society is the
oldest existing cultural organization in Florida and serves as the only statewide historical society. The Society is dedicated to the preservation of Florida's past
through the collection, archival maintenance, and publication of historical documents and photographs; to scholarly research and publication through the Flonda
Historical Quarterly, and a variety of awards for the researching and publishing of
Florida history; and to public history, historic preservation, and youth education
through Journtys for theJunior Historian, the Society's annual meeting, awards recognizing the teaching of Florida history, and the Printe Shoppe-a book and gift store
offering over five hundred texts in Florida history.
The Society's official headquarters and the Field Library of Florida History are
located in Cocoa's historic United States Post Office, built in 1936. The Society's
research collections house over eight hundred rare maps, six thousand volumes of
Floridiana, and an extensive collection of documents relating to Florida history and
genealogy. Further information about the Florida Historical Society may be found
at (http://www.florida-historical-soc.org).

Published by STARS, 2004

127

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 83 [2004], No. 2, Art. 1

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol83/iss2/1

128

